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“ How are the mighty fallen!”

The latest review of the stamp market pub-
lished in the USA by the Scott Publishing
Company informs its readers that the
stamps of lIsrael and the United Nations,
which once headed the list of the countries
most popular with collectors, are now at the
very bottom of the list. The explanation in
the case of Israeli stamps may well be that
galloping inflation has led to a situation in
which our stamps are no longer a good
investment. The classic Israeli stamps — the
Doar lvri series — however are still going up
and up in price, and at a recent public
auction a complete mint tab set of the 9
stamps was sold for no lessthan IS 100,000
(approximately $5,500).

Yet another increase in postage rates

The Post Office scarcely managed to issue a
IS 1.10 "stand-by" stamp to meet the re-
quirements of the Jan. 1 postal rates when
a further increase was announced with
effect from 17 February. T he new rates are
as follows:

Inland letter- IS 1.20 (previously 1S 1.10);
Air mail to Europe - 1S 5.60 (IS 5.00) :

Air mail to the USA - IS 8.20 (IS 7.30);
Air letter - 1S 5.00 (IS 4.50)

There is talk of frequent revisions of
postage rates in the future in line with
changes in the cost-of-living index and the
Post Office is considering following in the
footsteps of the US and Canadian Post OF-
fices and issuing stamps bearing no value -
one for -Tnternal mail and one for overseas
mail — which will be sold at prices corres-
ponding to the tariff in force at any par-
ticular moment.

Commemorative postmarks

11 March 1982 Opening of Qatsrin Post
Office (replacing the Postal Agency),
Cultural Centre, Qatsrin.

2

Another prize for Israeli stamps

At the 21st International Art and Philately
Fair held in Venice at the end of 1981,
the Philatelic Services’ exhibit of Israeli
stamps was awarded a bronze medal.
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Israel’s 1982/83 stamp programme

The Philatelic Services have released the
following tentative programme of new issu-
es for the period April 1982 — March 1983:
Memorial Day 1982 — 1 stamp
Gadna — 1 stamp
Israel Art, from the
Tel Aviv museum — 3 stamps

Festival Stamps 1982— 4 stamps
Hadassah's 70th anniversary

— 1 stamp
Settlement centenaries |

— 2 stamps
Bees — 1 stamp
Settlement centenaries ||

— 2 stamps
Beautiful Israel — 1 stamp
Stand-by stamps — 2 or 3 stamps

Definitive series on
the subject of

"Judaica” — 3or 4 stamps

In addition, there will be a souvenir sheet
for the Beer Sheva National Stamp Exhi-
bition and a series of 20 stamps honouring
those who sacrificed their lives in order that
the Jewish State could become a reality:
* ¥ ek

Naaman Belkind and Josef Lishansky of
NILI, the pro-British first World War spy
network; Shlomo Ben-Yosef, the first Jew
to be hanged by the British Mandatory
authorities in the 1930'; Hanna Szenes,
who was parachuted into Nazi-occupied
Europe; Moshe Marzuk and Shmuel Azar,
executed for their part in the 1955 Cairo
security mishap; Yosef Basri and Shalom
Salah, hanged in Irag in the early 1950s
for Zionist activities; Eli Cohen, the spy
who penetrated the highest echelons of the
Syrian regime prior to the Six-Day War,
and 9 members of the lrgun Zvai Le'umi
underground~ Dov Gruner, Yehiel Drezner,
Mordechai Alkahi, Eliezer Kashani, Meir
Feinstein, Moshe Barazani, Avshalom Haviv,
Ya'akov Weiss and Meir. Nakar.

New obliterators for the post offices
on the Golan Heights

As a result of the transfer of all services, in-
cluding the postal service, to the civil ad mi-
nistration, it became necessary to change
the obliterators in useon the Golan Heights,
all of which incorporated the word
" ZAHAL . On the 11 March 1982 the
following obliterators were put into use:
Mas'ada 1 and 2 — in place of Mas'ada
ZAHAL.

Merom Golan — in place of Merom Golan
ZAHAL.
Doar Na Ramat Ha-Golan — in place of

Doar Na Ramat Ha-Golan ZAHAL,
In addition, Qatsrin 1 and Qatsrin 2 replace
the original Qatsrin.

Closing of postal units in Sinai

As the date of Israel’s final withdrawal from
Sinai draws near, the Post Office hasannoun-
ced that the following postal units will be
closed down with effect from:;

Yamit — 31 March 1982

Neviot — 23 March 1982

Ofira — 18 March 1982 — however the buil-
ding housing the postal agency was burned
to the ground in the first week of March and
the contents, including the obliterator, were
destroyed. As a result there was no official
last day cancellation.

Speeding up the delivery of mail

According to a report in the English press,
the famous American aircraft firm of Lock-
heed has found a new way of speeding up
the delivery of its urgent mail over short
distances by using carrier pigeons to carry
microfilms of documents or computer data
betwen the company’s headquarters and its
research branch 40 km.away. The company
claims that the pigeons take half the time
that would be taken by messenger and cost
far less to "maintain” — they are also un-
unionised!
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April 22 will see the issue of five new stamps
devoted respectively to Memorial Day 1982,
the GADNA and Israel Art.

The subject of this year's Memorial Day
stamp is the Armoured Brigade Memorial
at En Zetim which stands as a tribute to the
men of the Armoured Brigade who fought
and died in the Sinai Campaign (''Kadesh"),
the Six-Day War and the Yom Kippur War.
The IS 1.50 stamp was designed by Dov
Cohen and printed by Lewin-Epstein.

The three stamps devoted to Israel Art
portray works in the collection of the
Tel Aviv museum. The IS 7.00 value depicts
Aryeh Lubin's “Tel Aviv Landscape'’; the
IS 8.00 value, Sionah Tagger's “Landscape”
and the IS 15.00 value, Israel Paldi’s ""Pas-
torale”. All three stamps were printed by
Lewin-Epstein.

The fifth stamp is in honour of the GADNA
(Gedudei Noar — Youth Corps) which is a
para-military organization encompassing the
whole of Israeli youth between the ages of
14 and 18. It is responsible for the pre-army
training of the 14-18 age groups and its
members are assigned, in times of emergency
to duties with the Civil Defence Forces, hos-
pitals, postal services, Magen David Adom,

( N. SAMPAT

284 Papermill
Westfield — Mass. 01085
U.S. A,

LESTER A. LEFTON

5825 Pinebranch Road
Columbia, South Carolina 29206
U.S. A.

ITALY

HENRYK PIECYCHNA
Al. 1000 lecla 25k, m. 65
06-100 Pultusk

\_ POLAND

INDIA

EXCHANGE WANTED

VITTORIO PDZZI
20046 Biassono (M1)
Via 5. Pellico, 1

PETER MATHEI

7/52/1 Type |l

Ordnance Estate, Ambajhari
Nagpur - 440021
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etc. The IS 500 stamp was designed by
Assaf Berg and printed by the Government
Printers.

LEE LOUDA j
Jezkova 11/762

130 00 Praha 3
CZECHOSLOVAKIA

IERZY PREKURAT
Al Wyzwolenia 91m, 53
97-200 Toaszow MAZ.
POLAND

FRANCISCO FARRE PINQOS
Rbla. Volart, 52-atico-3a.

Barcelona (13) L
ESPANA J
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