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T_he Origins of tl_le Doar:
A Traditional Talmudic Dissertation
9. Aron, Australia

Chapter Five of my book ‘Forerunners to the Forerunners’ includes a brief
comment regarding the existence of arrangements for the transfer of
correspondence in Talmudic times. As a preface to this paper a few
explanatory notes are in order in regard to sources which are not normally
the province of the postal historian. The Babylonian Talmud is ¢ massive
piece of literature compiled in the Jewish settlements of the
Tigris /| Euphrates valley during the Third to the Fifth Centuries of the Common
Era. It is largely comprised of records of a series of legal and ethical
discussions of the principles and practises of the Jewish religion. Much
information as to the social and commercial realities of the era can be
gleaned from those discussions.

The clearest reference to "postal" arrangements is the Talmudic extract
shown in Figure 1, the relevant parts of which are translated as follows:
(A) "..Our Rabbis taught A man must not hire his utensils to a
Gentile on the eve of Sabbath; [but] on Wednesday or .Thursday it is
permitted.® Similarly, letters may not be sent by a Gentile on the
eve of Sabbath, [butf] on Wednesday or Thursday it is permitted. It was
rclated of R. Jose the priest -- others say, of R. Jose the Pious --

that his handwriting was never found in a Gentile’s hand.?

(B) Our Rabbis taught: Letters may not be sent by Gentiles on the eve
of Sabbath unless a fee is stipulated.” Beth Shammai maintain:
There must be time to reach his [the addressee’s] house [before the
Sabbath]? while Beth Hillel rule: There must be time to reach the
house nearest the [city] wall® But has he not stipulated?® --
Said R. Shesheth, This is its meaning: And if he did not stipulate,
Beth Shammai maintain: There must be time to reach his [the
addressee’s] house; while Beth Hillel rule: to reach the house nearest
the [city] wall. But you said in the first clause that one must not
send [at all]®® -- There is no difficulty: in the one case a 'Bel
Doar’ is permanently located in the town,® in the other case a ’Bei
Doar’ is not permanently located in the town.”

(A) (%) Though he will use it on the Sabbath, (%) He never sent &
leter by a Gemtile lest he might take it to its destination on Sabbath.
This was a measure of ultr stnngency.

(BY (1) Once the fee is supulated the Gentle works for himself, w0
ean it, and not for the Jew. (2) Otherwise it is forbidden even i the
fee was already stpulated. (3) If the addressee lives in a  different
wwn; of p.I8b, n. 9. (4) In which case the [irst Tanna ie, Beth
Hillel, rules that it may be carried on the Sabbath iself.  (5) Other
edd. more plausibly, but it was taught that they must not be sent [at
all]?  The reference is then 1t the preceding Baritha, not this one,
for this one distinctly stawes that if the fee was amanged it is
permitted; v, marg. gloss, cur. edd, (6) Of the addressee. Then
leters may be sent, even if the fee was not supulaed, providing that
the messenger can reach the post office or the nearest house in that
town before the Sabbath. (7) Rashi: then ome must not send if the fee
was not stipulated, as he may go searching for him on the Sabbath.
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Fig. 1: A page from the Talmud Tractate ‘Sabbath’, dealing
with transfer of letters on the eve of Sabbath.
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I believe that this passage also has the added significance of serving as
the origin of the use of the word ‘Doar’ in modern Hebrew usage as meaning
post, although its semantic origin is a word used in the context of the
Persian legal system. Interpretation of that word and the phrase Bei(t)
Doar’ in subsequent Jewish legal literature is enlightening in regard to the
development of postal systems during the last 1500 years.

The extract dealt with in this paper belongs to the Tractate ‘Sabbath’
(page 19a, shown in Fig. 1). Among the legal principles of the Sabbath laws
are certain prohibitions on travel from one town to another, and the transfer
of items from one domain to another. Whilst the principles of Sabbath
observance are clearly considered as mandatory on Jews alone, with certain
limited exceptions a Jew is not permitted to deliberately engage a Non Jew to
carry out activities which he himself is prohibited from doing. However,
under certain circumstances, benefit may be gained in the event that a Non
Jew carries out an otherwise prohibited action in the course of his own
activities for his own benefit. Such benefit could include receipt of a fee
in the course of his employment.

The Talmudic passage provides no elucidation of the phrase ‘Bei Doar’.
However, comparison with the use of the word ‘Doar’ elsewhere in the Talmud
reveals the above mentioned fact that it apparently refers to the legal
authority of the town - a sort of administrative court centre (‘Davar’)
and /or its personnel, which was part of the Persian legal system. On this
basis, Rashi - the famous Eleventh Century French commentator on the Talmud -
notes the meaning of Doar as "Shilton Ha'ir", i.e. Governor or government of
the city, to whom it is customary to send letters.

, Rashi does not specify as to whether letters sent to the ‘Shilton’ are of
an administrative nature or for ordinary civilian purposes. However Alphasi,
an older contemporary who prepared an abridged annotated version of the
Talmud, provided a clear definition of Doar. His interpretation is that of
the classic forwarding agent: "A known person to whom all writings are
delivered, and who for a fee, sends all letters to their specified
destinations”. Maimonides (Sabbath Laws, Chapter Six) also refers to "a
known person who gathers letters and sends them to each country with his
messengers".

One can only speculate as to whether the differing interpretations are
the product of the differing circumstances of the writers. Rashi lived in
the Rhine valley area during the Crusader period when trade patterns were
interrupted, and communications - especially those not under formal
Government protection - disrupted accordingly. Alphasi’s reference to a
general forwarding agent reflects the commonplace feature of contemporary
Spanish mercantile world. Maimonides was of course well versed with the
Egyptian administrative court system including its established modes of
transfer of communications.
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Incidentally, before leaving this passage it is also worthwhile noting
that the implication of the pilety attributed to Rabbi Jose is that he was
clearly an exceptional person. The use of Gentile carriers for the
transmission of letters, probably in the context of local administrative
arrangements connected to ruling Government bodies and officials, was a
contemporary social norm of the Talmudic era.

Because of the somewhat lengthy and convoluted nature of Talmudic
writings, generations of subsequent legal scholars attempted to rearrange the
principles of the Talmud in a more orderly and easily readable fashion. The
earliest basic well-known work of this nature is that of Maimonides, to which
reference has already been made. However the best known and most commonly
referred to of these works is the Shulkhan Arukh - Code of Jewish Law -
compiled in Safed in the sixteenth century, and subsequently printed as a
composite of the teaching of Rabbi Joseph Caro (Safed, presenting the
Oriental Sephardic mode of Jewish practise) and Rabbi Moses Isserles (Cracow,
presenting the Ashkenasic European mode of Jewish practise). The above
mentioned Talmudic passage forms the basis of Chapter 247 of the first
section of the Shulkhan Arukh (Orach Hayyim), and Caro’s reference to Bei
Doar is elucidated by Isserles with the forwarding agent reference cited
above.

Of particular interest in this instance, however, is the Seventeenth
Century Polish commentary, known as the Turei Zahav (Taz). After referring
to both of the above mentioned interpretations of Doar, he concludes: "And
it seems that this is what we now call Post Master (sic) that is customarily
found in big places (i.e. cities) especially in the States of the Czar, who
stands on watch at appropriate times to receive written documents and to send
them to whom they belong."

With this gloss by the Taz, we have completed the route of the
applicability of the term ‘Doar’ from the legal administration of the
Persians to the Sixteenth Century forerunners of today’s posts. The word
Doar’ was clearly esconced in the Hebrew language as referring to Post.
Despite the Persian origin of the word ‘Doar’, use of the term Doar Ivri to
describe the first modern Israeli postal system, was a logical consequence.
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Another "Interim" Period
AM. Hochheiser, Lodi, NI

All serious students of Holy Land postal history are acquainted with the
two "Interim" periods involved in Palestine philately. The term "Interim" is
used in philately to describe a period of necessary improvisation by an
authority before it has had time to provide its own postal materials. In
this sense, it is synonymous with the terms "transitional” and 'provisional”
which are often found in the literature in referring to such periods:
Actually, the time frame can vary for different aspects of postal service.
that must be considered: (1) stamps and stationery, (2) cancellations, (3)
related postal materials. While the beginnings of these "Interim" periods
are common knowledge, determining the termination of the various aspects of
postal service in the "Interim" is quite difficult in some cases.

The "First Interim" period began with the invasion of Southern Palestine
by General Allenby’s British Army on January 9, 1917. This involved the need
by the Military authorities to set up a postal administration to try to
provide all of the aspects of postal service noted above. _

The "Second Interim" began in March 1948 with the British leaving postal
facilities in Palestine and the temporary Jewish authorities taking over the
responsibilities until the fledgling State of Israel could put a full postal
service into operation.

Readers are referred to the literature for extensive articles on both of
these "Interim" periods.

What is not generally known is that another lesser understood "Interim”
period actually existed. The League of Nations mandated control of Palestine
to Great Britain to commence on July 1, 1920. The new Civil Administration
took over control from the prior Military Administration on that date with
Sir Herbert Samuel as the first British High Commissioner.

An understanding of the nature of the postal aspects of this "Interim”
period which ensued when the Civil Administration took over from the Military
Administration, requires an examination of the three aspects of the postal
service mentioned above. Let us examine each aspect separately.

(1) Stamps and stationery. Under the Military Administration, the
unoverprinted typo series of the E.E.F. was used (S.G. 5-15). To conform
with the League of Nations Mandate requiring that the name ‘PALESTINE’ be
indicated officially in three languages, this series of stamps was
overprinted trilingually in Arabic, English and Hebrew (S.G. 16-26). This
overprinted set was released on September 1, 1920. Between July 1 and August
31, 1920, the unoverprinted typo series was still in use. This represents
"Interim" usage and letters cancelled during this two month period are very
scarce. They should be considered as valuable "Interim” items.
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There were no items of stationery in use for the general public on July
1, 1920. Only the British Forces Issues of Registered Envelopes were in use,
but these could only be used by military personnel. The first ‘formular’
issue of registered envelopes without imprinted stamps for use by the general
public was not released until some time in 1921.

(2) Cancellations. Previous to July 1, 1920, all Military Administration
cancellations contained a city name with the letters OET, OETA, or OETA-EEF
(Fig. 2). As of July 1, 1920, these occupation identifying letters were

2] 5}

E

Fig. 2: Cancellations used during the Military Administration.

removed from the cancelling devices KRIE;
for use by the Civil Administration B
(Fig. 3).

270C 20

One example only is known of a
Military Administration cancelling
device in use after July 1, 1920
(Fig. 4).  This cannot truly be  Fig 3: A Civil Administration
described as "Interim" usage. One cancellation, the O.E.T.
must remember that each office had having been removed.

a number of these cancelling

devices on hand and they may not

have all been

corrected at the same time to eliminate the Military Administration
designation. Moreover, this is only found on telegram forms or telegram
envelopes from the Jaffa office. This was the main telegraph office and it
was in a different building from the post office. Here the failure to remove
the ‘OETA’ immediately from one of the datestamps may have gone unnoticed

more readily.

(3) We find the greatest "Interim" use among the post office forms of the
period. The need for clerical services was immediate and with "Interim" use
there was no immediate necessity for new forms. Shown here (Figs. 5, 6) are
a number of such Military Administration forms used on an "Interim" basis,
which were subsequently replaced by Civil Administration forms.
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Fig. 4: A Military Administration cancel used after
July 1, 1920, the date on which the
Civil Administration took over.

s i OET.PA. No.qs
O.E.T. POSTAL ADMINIS!’RAT!OH PALESTINE .
WEDIT FOWE W hR DS o\la-buwb-bﬂm -*u :
RJ*CI«IVJ D fmm__,_(?‘ il -'/rff 2 3ip i arae ‘r“
& At 4 Sl b et 3 -
the sum of :* -fi, Pmstres, being rént {or a prwate

(2 et e Gade gl e stj N xRl
AN NEnY oy "L?"I mﬂt‘.—’ 2 ]
letter box No. L 50.L5. for the period from.. fs > %

R - MR Y00
Ofﬁce L _{_Gﬁ_@_j&,_; i

'1;*"'

Fig. 5: A Military Administration form used on an 'Interim'
basis by the Civil Administration.
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Fig. 6: Certificates of parcel posting of the Military
Adminisiration used on an 'Interim' basis by
the Civil Administration.
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Early Postal History of Mandate Jerusalem
Marvin Siegel, Ramat Gan

(A) APO SZ 2: The cover shown in Figure 7 was used in January, 1919, once
and possibly twice. Before discussing its philatelic importance, the

asn §
asvald  § Service.

g e

=
&

PP st~

Tt i
ﬁﬂ/-
&
4

i,

Fig. 7: 1919 re-used cover with a postmark APO SZ 2,
used then in Jerusalem.

uncertainty about its origins will be explained. It is an OHMS cover last
addressed to a Mrs. Shihib in Jerusalem,' bearing a violet oval handstamp
MILITARY GOVERNOR, JERUSALEM dated 18 January 1919 (previously unknown to
us), an APO SZ2, 17 January postmark and the handwritten MIL. GOV.
JERUSALEM. These last two were "blue-lined”, possibly indicating intended
negation during a re-usage. It should be noted that the APO’s date is
earlier than the date in the Military Governor’s handstamp. However, the
cover 1s without any sign or indication or address label that had been
removed, but it was sealed with a label reading "PLEASE USE THIS ENVELOPE
AGAIN". The cover’s probable scenario was that it was initially posted to
Jerusalem’s Military Governor via APO SZ 2. That Office then reused it to
Mrs. Shahib after handstamping it with the violet oval marking. Thus, all
indications are that the cover’s origin is entirely from Jerusalem. This APO
SZ 2 usage is as per Sacher’s "Army & Field Post Offices of Egypt and the
EEF, 1914/20" (p. 8). There, he listed APO SZ 2 as being used in Jerusalem
from September 1918 until 10 April 1919. Our cover thus nicely falls in the
middle of Sacher’s parameters and should be added to those specified in
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Section K of Glassman and Sacher’s text of Mandate Jerusalem. The late
Philip Kanner, mentioned to this writer, some 15 years ago, that such
Jerusalem usage of APO SZ 2 did exist but he had never seen any clear example
on full cover. Zvi Alexander, when recently questioned about this postmark,
concurred with this writer and mentioned that he had two examples in his own
collection.

(B) Earliest Date of the R.L.O. Postmark: The card shown in Figure 8 was
posted to New York, 27 January 1920 from Jerusalem. Several of its features

Pofitarte

ALREBSE IR
g&l»}h‘?’t‘k Thud
m Y. #0-LE
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AR M~ T . DO
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Fig. 8: The earliest reported Jerusalem R.L.O. skeleton
postmark, on a 1920 postcard returned from USA.

are interesting enough to merit discussion here as follows: (1) Its E. Main
St., New York address was obviously incomplete as New York is both a city and
a state having many cities with "East Main Streets”; (2) Between 16 July
1918 and 1 September 1920, a postcard required only 4 milliemes postage. Why
then was 5 milliemes the franking? The rate had been 5 milliemes from 10
February until 16 July 1918. How could the sender not have been aware of the
fee reduction? (3) Most important, the U.S. Post Office returned the card
to Jerusalem after applying 3 different handstamps. However, the card was




952

without a return address and it was turned over to Jerusalem’s Returned
Letter Office (R.L.0O.), where the skeleton postmark Glassman & Sacher #H4 was
applied on 27 April 1920. This rare marking precedes the previously earliest
known date of 12 May 1920 by some 15 days!

(C) Unusual Franking: Our third Jerusalem cover, shown in Figure 9, was
mailed to the US from Jerusalem, 8 November 1920. Its return address is of

A‘ C‘ R . N . E .
Sugcesssor (o

E AMERICAN RED CRQS
SSION TO PALESTINE & THE NEAR EAST

Syrian Orphanage
JERUSALEM.

dil

Fig. 9: A 1920 cover to USA from dJerusalem, three of
the stamps being with overprint varieties.

the Near East Branch of the American Red Cross, apparently then
headquartered in the Syrian Orphanage. Its main interest lies not with
postal history but with philately. The postal fee had been 10 milliemes
since 1 August 1920 for a Jerusalem letter to the US. The franking of the 4
Jerusalem I stamps (S.G. #16/18,27) totals this amount exactly. Of the 4
stamps used, 3 possess significant overprint varieties as follows: (1) The 2
mil is Beta 72, with the "PalesPine" Variety; (2) The 3 mil is Delta 57,
with the "Apostrophe” Variety; (3) The 4 mil is with a "B-like" Variety,
found in Type 5 of the 2nd Setting. The 1 millieme stamp is First Setting
Type 14, while the others are all Second Setting types as follows: 2 mil -
Type 12, 3 mil - Type 9 and 4 mil - Type 5.
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On page 617 of HLPH #12, this writer emphasized that the franking used on
a Jerusalem cover posted on the same date as this cover validated relative
catalog valuations for the Jerusalem I Issue. This cover’s 1 mil stamp is
Ist Setting although S.G. #30 was to be introduced only a few weeks later (27
December 1920). Thus the life of 1 mil 2nd Setting stamps was to be a short
one indeed. We have always believed it to be an undercatalogued stamp. The
2 mil stamp used was perforated 14 x 14, indicating that the supply of both
settings of S.G. #20 had already been exhausted. Thus #20’s relatively high
catalog value is justified. The 8 mil stamp is from the 2nd Setting, much
cheaper than its 1st Setting counterpart, as the supply of the latter had
already been exhausted. The 4 mil stamps are relatively cheap (and
plentiful) in either setting.

When this cover was first shown to the writer, its owner had not realized
that all of the above listed varieties were present. Needless to say, he was
most delighted to learn of their presence. Of course, the obvious lesson
here is to check all covers for plate or overprint varieties.

HOLYLAND SPECIALISTS

Ask collectors who know and they
will tell you about our comprehensive
stock, quality, best prices - and their
satisfaction! Can we include YOU
amongst them?

PALESTINE MANDATE

Large stock, including varieties,
Type settings, papers, etc.

ISRAEL 1948

The classic issues of Israel - DOAR
IVRI and FESTIVAL 1948

We hold large stocks of Plate
Blocks, Tab Blocks, Tab settings, T.B.
Blocks, Gutter Pairs, Hearts, etc.

Please send your specific want—
lists for quotations by return and, last
but not least, we buy and sell LARGE
COLLECTIONS INTACT.

ZE‘EV GALIBOV

48, PORTLAND PLACE, LONDON WIN 3DG,
ENGLAND
Tel: 01 636 4193,
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The Onset of the 1948 Siege in the Negev and
its Effect on the Postal Services
Y. Rimon, Haifa

It is a common fallacy amongst collectors of the 1948 transition period,
to assume that the Negev was already under complete siege in May and at the
beginning of June. This fallacy has led to many misinterpretations of
courier letters, and to the wrong conclusion that these were flown siege
letters.  In the case of Adler and Alexander!, it has even led to a
conflict dealing with the question as to where the letter was franked,
inviting readers’ opinion. The purpose of this article is to set right the
historical flow of events which affects our understanding of the mail items
under consideration.

The study of the subject in many books on the operations during the War
of Independence can be summarized as follows: At the termination of the
British Mandate the main coastal road to the Negev passed through many Arab
villages, towns and especially through the town of Gaza. The Arabs started
harassing Jewish transportation on it by mining, as early as March 1948 (Ref.
(2), p. 90 ff). This transportation in the coastal and on the main inner
road was stopped by the use of electrically detonated mines that enabled the
Arabs to discriminate between their own vehicles and the Jewish ones. Thus,
for one week at the end of March and two weeks in mid-April there was no road
transportation to the Jewish controlled sector of the Negev, and the area was
to all intents and purposes under siege (Ref. (2), p. 157 ff). But this
situation, still at the time of the British Mandate, changed with the
establishment of the Jewish settlement of Brur Hayil near the hostile Arab
village of Breir on 20 April, and later by the occupation of the villages
Breir, Kaukab and Huleikat, by the Haganah on 12 May. This enabled the
improvisation of an alternate dirt road between Negba and Nir-Am, on which
Jewish convoys travelled down to the Negev and back. Thus, transportation to
the Negev existed although with increasing difficulty, in late April, May and
the beginning of June, except for a few short intervals. Therefore, we
cannot consider the Negev as being besieged during this period.

This situation lasted throughout the entire period of the fierce battles
with the invading Egyptian Army. However, on the morning of 11 June, (the
day of the first Cease-Fire) the Egyptians siezed the full line from Majdal
on the coast to Hebron in the mountains and thus effected a complete land
siege of the Negev (Ref. (1), p. 257 and (2), p. 6). They refused passage
even to civilian transportation under U.N. supervision, contrary to the
Cease-Fire agreements. Therefore, we can consider the date of the first
Cease-Fire as the onset of the full-blown land siege on the Negev. This
complete land siege lasted until 20 October, when the road to the Negev was
re-opened in "Operation YOAV", in which Beer Sheva was conquered and the
Negev liberated.
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In effect then, the Postal History of the Negev is divided into two
distinct periods:

(A) Before the Cease-Fire of 11 June. In this period Jewish
transportation to the Negev existed, enabling private courier mail to be
carried to and from Tel Aviv to the Negev settlements which kept there post
office boxes. Thus, the major part of the scarce civilian mail of this
period is courier letters mailed in Tel Aviv (see Fig. 10). The Army Post,
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Fig. 10: Courier letter to Jerusalem from Be’erot Yizhak in the
isolated Western Negev, mailed in T.A. between 5-14 May, 1948.
Return address: Tel Aviv P.O.B. 342.
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from its inception on 22 May, was deeply involved in the delivery of civilian
mail from the Negev, but not with the volume of mail and organization which
were characteristic of "Misrad 10" in the next period. Base "Aleph" and
Misrad 3, which were in charge of the Negev mail, probably handled mainly
surface mail during this period. No foolproof distinction between air and
surface Army Post mail can be made. There were no civilian Israeli mail
services in the Negev from the end of the British Mandate until the conquest
of Beer Sheva.

(B) Between 11 June and 20 October (possibly a few days later) while the
Negev was under a total land siege.”  From this period there are
extremely few courier letters, mainly those carried by personnel flying
North. Most all of the mail was flown by the Army Post to and from the Negev
through Ekron Air Force Base and Misrad 9. From 28 June, the main post
office dealing with both civilian and army mail was Misrad 10. The efficient
organization and smooth operation of this unit despite great difficulties,
reduced the necessity for courier letters, and the volume of mail increased
considerably.

Bearing the above in mind, we can analyze the covers appearing in Tsachor
& Rothman’s article® and Adler & Alexander’s’ and discuss the
statement on p. 761 about the stamps being applied by the senders.

First a general remark on the nature of the Negev courier covers. Most
of these letters were carried part of the way, outside of the postal system.
They do not enable us to make definite statements. As they were mailed
without an origin postmark we do not know the exact despatch date and the
route by which they reached the Post Office. The sender’s address is of
utmost importance but unfortunately it is not as reliable as is an official
postmark. What we can make is an intelligent conjecture as to how they
reached the addressee. However, there is always a possibility that the real
events were different from those conjectured, but this most probably cannot
be ascertained.

Both of the aforementioned covers are from period "A". Therefore, it is
highly likely that they are courier covers and not flown military mail. The
Israeli civilian post did not then maintain a regular service in the Negev so
that it is highly unlikely that Do’ar Ivri stamps were officially distributed
there. This also applies to the Minhelet Ha’Am stamps, since no Post Office
of that administration was open in the Negev at all. Therefore, with the
availability of transportation to carry courier mail, we must regard all of
the covers originating in the Negev and franked by these stamps as courier
covers franked and mailed in Tel Aviv, unless overwhelming evidence exists to
the contrary.,

* In one place, Sedom, the siege lasted until 25 November.
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With regard to the A.P.O. dateless Base "Aleph" postmark appearing on
them, it is very highly likely that the courier was in fact a soldier who
intended to mail the letters in the civilian mail. Not having the
opportunity to do so, he dropped them at the Army Post and these were
subsequently cancelled by an army postmark, contrary to regulations.

This explanation, which holds also for all the letters franked by
Minhelet Ha’Am stamps (as in Fig. 10), must be regarded as the most probable
one. However, there is also the extremely remote possibility that someone
brought the stamps privately to the Negev and used them on courier letters.

Finally, a general comment: the postal service of the besieged Negev in
1948 is the most neglected field of the postal history relating to the War of
Independence. There are probably three reasons for this neglect: (i) The
subject is highly complex and requires both knowledge of the general and
military history, and a deeper knowledge of the Army Post operations with the
distribution of the Army units involved. (ii) There were no emergency or
local stamps, nor special cancellations, making the topic less attractive for
collectors.  (iii) Very little has been published on the subject and
therefore very few collectors know what is of importance in this field. In
this respect, today we stand at the knowledge level of the Jerusalem Siege,
for instance, of 20 or 30 years ago, when a convoy cover was considered a
major rarity.

The author acknowledges that he too only lately has become interested,
being now involved in the subject and finding it one of the most interesting
and challenging subjects of the postal history of Israel in 1948. It is to
be hoped that such basic information as exists amongst collectors will soon
be published, covering a complete list of forwarding Post Office Boxes in
Tel Aviv; the location of the various Army units and the interrelationship
between them, the civilian settlements and the Army Post; and the routes and
means by which mail was collected and delivered in the area during the
various periods. Hopefully, by the publication of such articles the subject
will earn its rightful place amongst the postal history chapters of the
modern era of the Holy Land.
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The Green R-labels of the Official Post of Israel
(Do’ar Rishmi)
Klaus Salten, W. Germany

Preface

This article orginally was planned as a supplement to the article on the
same subject published in the German "Handbook of Israel Philately”. Knowing
that a great many Israel philatelists are not acquainted with German, the
following article is a translation of that one.

It should be mentioned that the quality of the reproductions of full
covers in this article is sometimes very bad. The reason for this is the
usage of yellowish-brown envelopes by the Israeli official departments. This
colour produces bad dark reproductions by a copy machine. In some cases
coloured copies should be preferred instead of black and white, but this
evidently is an illusion because of the price.

Short Summary of the Handbook Article

The Israeli post issued on January 4th, 1966, special labels for
registrated letters of official departments.  Their status of being real
stamps is no longer doubted because two very important reasons for it are
evident:

1. They are sold to Za’hal for the price of the registration service for
letters.

2. They ought to be cancelled by a date postmark (though they are often
not, in daily practice).

These two orders have been published in an official decree of the postmaster
Mr. A. Renan, dated September 3, 1966 and numbered 43/66. It has been
published in English in BAPIP Bulletin #53.

You will find remarkable differences between these official R-labels and
"normal" ones. The official labels are of green colour whereas the normal
are blue; the official labels bear the Hebrew inscription "Doar Rishmi”
(Official Post) and the number "200" which is important for charging to
account. Normal R-labels miss these two.

No catalogue known to me beside that of BOREK (Germany) lists these
official R-labels. Therefore I will give the numbering list of this
catalogue here. The catalogue Nos. 1 to 4 are devoted to the official stamps
of the so called "Do'ar Ivri" issue (coins) with Hebrew overprint "bul
sherut”". They are not dealt with in this article.
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While cat. No. &5 is for a blank label, from No. 6 upward the locality is
imprinted in Hebrew and English (Latin transcription):

Borek Borek Borek

No. Place No. Place No. Place
5 (blank) 15 Hadera 25  Petah Tigua
6 Jerusalem 16 Herzliah 26 Ramat Gan
7 Tel Aviv 17 Holon 27 Ramleh
8 Haifa 18 Kfar Sava 28  Rehovot
9 Akko 19 Kfar Yona 29  Tiberias

10 Ashdod 20 Kiryat Malahi 30 Tirat Carmel
11 Ashgelon 21 Nahariya 31 Yavneh

12  Beer Sheva 22 Netanya 32  Yokne'am
13 Bet Dagan 23 Nazareth 33  Zefat

14 Elat 24 Nazerath Illit

New Size

During the Seventies (FD is unknown till now), some of the green labels
were issued in a new, smaller size (s. Fig. 11):

Older size of frame: 38 x 21 mm
New size of frame: 38 x 18 mm
e, -
I e vy - " -
nb_ﬁ.,..ﬁglw"a AW IXRIT
13-
ls 200 rew avivax DR L] 17°-3'anNIn
i s P | XL Avvvaro
Ll 3306 l: “18307 ?
L..;,_«‘;E,J_._"}Ji -
Fig. 11: Comparison of size: Nos. 7 and 36.

The perforations remained the same as before (about 10.5:10.75) and even so
is inadequate.

They were sold in coils of 100.

The listing of these smaller labels is as follows (again according to
BOREK 1984):
34 (blank); 35 Jerusalem; 36 Tel Aviv; 37 Hauifa.

The letters of the locality’s name - the Hebrew as well as the Latin -
are about 0.5 mm higher in the new type than in the larger one (1.5 : 1.0).
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The Roulette Labels
There are green R-labels with roulette instead of perforations (Fig. 12).
This type is known only on cat. Nos. 5 (blank), 6 (Jerusalem), and 7 (Tel
Aviv). The roulette is green coloured as is the label itself. Rouletted
examples are scarcer than perforated ones.
The cat. Nos. must be differentiated as follows:
5 Blank, perforated; 51 Blank, rouletted;
6 Jerusalem, perforated; 61 Jerusalem, rouletted;
7 T.A., perforated; 71 T.A. rouletted.

W‘M -
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77865 T Ik 002172

Fig. 12: Comparison - perforated vs. rouletted.

There is even a slight variation of the rouletted type known to me only
of cat. No. 5. In this variety, the coloured line of the roulette is
obviously thicker than the usual one, measuring about 0.9 mm. Therefore the
coloured line is easily visible in this case (Fig. 13). This variation
obtains the cat. No. 5II

'nnw A 1)“"';. AW AIRILT

yy| 200 MV Tl g
é& 475030/{2;%-

Fig. 13: Comparison - No. 5I and S5II.
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Variations of Colour

Three variations of the green colour are known in some cat. Nos. It
cannot be excluded that there will appear such variations in further Nos. On
the one hand there is a lighter type of yellowish-green (olive) and on the
other we have a darker type of bluish-green (turquoise). There is no
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significant difference of frequency between these types. The third colour
variety is dark green but obviously missing the bluish tone of type y. For
the cat. listing I propose:

x (behind cat. No.) = yellowish-green,

y (behind cat. No.) bluish-green,

z (behind cat. No.) dark green,

1]

A black and white reproduction is unable to show the difference of colours
clear enough.

The Paper
We have to distinguish two different sorts of paper. One is light creamy

and occurs mostly with the light olive print, but not in all. The other is
pure white. These types of paper should be characterized by the letters:

A = light creamy paper,
B = pure white paper.

Even this difference of paper cannot be made visible by a reproduction. You
must find it out by careful comparison of your own.

Plate Errors

Though the green R-labels are rather simple, some plate errors have come
to light (Fig. 14):

No. 7a - T.A., perforated. Under the lower frame line there are three
little dots, exactly 15, 17, and 31 mm from the left border line.

No. 8a - Haifa. A larger dot directly above the lower frame line, 9.5 mm
from the left border line.

t '"MW" "INIT _m'ﬂl.U'l__'iRI1 }
200 Fa 200 DRiea
lt 23202 1 It_l?):_—)l'lﬁ 1

rew

L N b

Fig. 14: Plate errors - Nos. 7a and 8a.

Other Errors

There exist also some other errors of these R-labels. Here is one
example from Nazareth, which consists of two errors in one: (1) Error of
perforation. The perf. is shifted 14 mm to the left, into the field of the
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label. Thus the label itself, in effect, remained imperf. (2) Error of
print. The so called "numerator” - the number which counts and registers the
letters - is shifted 6 mm to the right. Thus the last cipher of it is placed
into the field of the Hebrew letter "resh'.

Fig. 15: A "Nazareth" label with errors.

The Cancellation
Cancellation of the green R-labels occurs in different ways:
(1) Very often the label is not cancelled at all (contrary to regulations).

Fig. 16: Uncancelled R-label on cover.

(2) Sometimes the labels are cancelled by hand (ball pen).

"YIWT TR

\| 5924 -

Fig. 17: Label cancelled by a ball pen.
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(3) Most frequent is the cancellation by a normal dated postmark.

| =%
2 Y | pog BTIWET
| £YY JERUSALEM

‘§!77865 |

Fig. 18: Cancellation by dated postmark.

(4) Scarcer is the cancellation by an additional official cachet.

A

Fig. 19: Cancellation by official cachet.

(5) Now and then you will find even a meter cancellation (in red). In this
case the "postmark” mostly bears the announcement of value as "00.00", or
any value which is erased by white correcting fluid.

The reproduction in Figure 20 gives a poor impression, because it does
not show the red colour of the meter cancellation.

Fig. 20: Cancellation by meter machine.
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The Place of Origin
The origin of the green R-labels is determinable in different ways.
(1) The orgin is best recognized if the name of the locality is imprinted on
it. This always occurs in Hebrew and English and is seen on cat. Nos. 6
to 33 and 35 to 37.

(2) The name of locality may be written by hand (ball pen), unfortunately
usually in Hebrew only.
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Fig. 21: Handwritten name of place, "Kfar Barukh'

(3) A special kind of handwritten marking is the abbreviation. The names of
well-known big cities which consist of two words are sometimes shortened,
e.g. B"S (Beer Sheva), P'T (Petah Tigua).

AW INIT

HER (200 '
AN 36570 1

Fig. 22: Beer Sheva shortened as B'S.

1

(4) Scarcer are labels on which the locality is marked by a little violet
rubber stamp (Hebrew only).

'MW IRIT

B o 3730l
R ii_:7;030325 )

—

Py
-

T TR g e R e e :

Fig. 23: Rubber stamp of Nes Ziyyona.
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(5) In most cases the origin of blank labels is verified by a normal date
postmark. It should touch the label partially but sometimes it is
situated beside it, now and then even further away.

'AWT IXNIT
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Fig. 24: Correct cancellation of label.
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Fig. 25: Nahalal cover; postmark extremely far from label,

(6) In some cases the date postmark is even found on the back of the
envelope. This method of recognizing the origin is rather uncertain

because there may be found postmarks of arrival and/or transition
alongside, too.
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Fig. 26: Cancellation of Nazareth and Nazerath Illit on back of
official R-letter.

Fig. 27: Cancellation of Mobile Post "Asherat" and twice
''Shave Ziyon'" on back of R-letter.

(7) Quite a different kind of recognition of the origin of the R-labels is by
those additional cancels in violet (Departmental cachets). They are
often used and may be round, oval, or rectangular (Hebrew only).
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Fig. 28: Variously shaped cachets of Jerusalem, Haifa and Beer Sheva.

(8) If one finds a meter cancellation on the cover, the name of the locality
may be determined by it

R
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Fig. 29: Meter cancellation of Nez Ziyyona together with a
Departmental cachet.

(9) The last possibility of finding the name of the locality is the marks of
the sender or advertisements which are sometimes imprinted on the
envelope.

Last but not least, it should be mentioned that there is still another
possibility to prove the payment of additional postage than that of affixing
normal stamps. Sometimes the additional postage is provided by a meter
cancellation in red (Fig. 31).
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Fig. 31: Meter cancellation with additional amount.

Special Kinds of Utilization of the Green R-labels

This section will show various possibilities of use of the green R-
labels.

(a) Strange employment

Evidently the Israeli offices sometimes use green labels with imprinted
name of a strange city (perhaps because of lack of blank labels?).

In the case shown in Figure 33, the Hebrew name of the town Tel Aviv-Yafo
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Fig. 32: Jerusalem label used in Bet Shemesh.
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Fig. 33: T.A. label used in Bene Berag.

is ruled out by ball pen whereas the English one is overprinted by a violet
rubber stamp of Bene Beraq (in Hebrew). It must be pointed out that the
rubber stamp even gives a new number ("500" instead of "2007).

(b) Usage on documents
The green R-labels are directly used by offices on several documents. I
have not been able to find out whether the labels are used in these cases as
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Fig. 34: Open R-letter requesting payment by the
National Insurance, with green R-label.
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stamps or as "tax coupons”. If they were used as stamps it would mean that
the documents were sent open and open to all. This seems rather improbable.

Postal Stationery of 'Do’ar Rishmi"

Some offices make usage of postal stationery with imprinted green "R-
labels”. Generally the printed models are as large as "normal” R-labels, and
they are never cancelled by a postmark, probably because it is impossible to
use them again. Their composition is often different from the normal labels.
(@) Postal stationery of the IPS

Best known are the envelopes of the "Israeli Philatelic Service" (IPS).
They bear an imprinted R-label consisting of a rectangle of 110 x 45 mm (Fig.
35). In the lower field, right of the letter "R", the numerator which is
normally found here is missing. Instead there is a white sticker extending
over the whole field, with a typewritten address on it, including a number.
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Fig. 35: A cover of the IPS with printed '"R-label'.

(b) Postal stationery of Zahal (IDF)

Zahal uses another type of postal stationery with imprinted green R-
labels (Fig. 36). The size of the "label” is 58 x 33 mm. It is remarkable
that contrary to all other labels, in this case the Hebrew vowel "vav"
(meaning "0") is left out in the word "DO’AR". The middle field is separated
into a small row bearing the Hebrew word "ZAHAL" and the number "300"
(instead of a place name and the No. "200", as usual). The covers have an
additional green triangle which is reserved for the well-known triangular
Zahal postmark.

There are two different types of lettering of the labels, known to me.
One type has more cornered, straight and thicker letters while the other one
consists of more rounded, bigger but thinner letters (s. Fig. 36). There are
also two variations of colour, the same as with the other green labels: dark
green and light olive.
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Fig. 36: Comparison of two types of lettering in Zahal R-labels.

(c) Other postal stationery

Several other offices, especially of T. A., use such envelopes with
imprinted R-labels. Sometimes they are even in dark blue instead of green!
Their size is 47 x 28 mm. It is notable that their lower frame line is
always missing (Fig. 37).

mwl INIY /ﬂ ,»’“'

200 }:‘"-::i:. ;:": ;f'f / 4{ q""‘f“"
R 2

N: 63236

: b= A | '

Fig. 37: T.A. cover with imprinted official R-label
(also imprinted in Hebrew 'with AR'").
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From Haifa we know of a cover with imprinted R-label that shows two more
irregularities (Fig. 38). The city’s name is only printed in Hebrew and the
number is "202" instead of "200".

MU INGT
202 nI2*N

N: 550161

Fig. 38: Imprinted Haifa '"R-label" with No. 202!

Request for Information

Dear readers, additional information, corrections and specimens (either
originals or photocopies) are very welcome. Please write to: Klaus Salten,
Koelner Str. 8la, D-5353 Mechernich-Kommern, West Germany.

Auction House
ZODIAC STAMPS LTD.

N"Y10DNLOD FN'TIT

Forerunners, Mandate & Judaica TINT 0TI oD TN
Holocaust, Interim & Postal History DNITR QTN DWA N0In AN
J. N. F., Revenues, Coins & Banknotes NO0W NN N0 YR L9500

ISRAEL, Doar Ivri, F.D.C.'s & Varieties ot F.D.C's maw v

World Wide: Stamps, Covers & Collections p'oomi nsoun 043 09wn 9o

The Auction Will Take Place At Our Office
NTAWN2 D"PNN AonNn

11, Hess St. Tel Aviv, ISRAEL 63324
P.O.B. 4895, Tel '03 291395 284931
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The Ottoman Period

Some more Illustrations of WWI Mail from the German
Field Flying Unit '"Pascha 300" (7.F. Blau, Chicago)
It is alleged that only 6 copies of the cachet "Pascha 300" Type A’
are known, originating from Palestine. I do have 4 of them, but I am not
sure that the number 6 is correct; I learned this from Ahrens, many years

ago.
Most rare are copies with this cachet which were mailed and delivered
within Palestine. Two such are illustrated here (Figs. 39,40). One is

Fig. 39: A cover mailed by the German field flying corps 300
"Pascha" to the Mine Sweeper Battalion Nr. 1, "Im Felde'.

addressed "Im Felde" (on the battle front - could be only in Palestine) and
the other is addressed to Jaffa. Another letter, shown on the Front Cover,
is addressed to Munich, originating on the earliest date known from "Beer Es
Seba" (Beer Sheva).

* See articles in HLPH #32 (p.677) and #35 (p.856).



Fig. 40: "Deutsche Feld-Flieger Abt. 300 Pascha" cachet on a
posteard from Beer Sheva to Jaffa.

The British Mandate Period

P.T. Forms: The Largest and the Smallest (A.M. Hochheiser, Lodi)
During the entire period of the British Civil Administration in Palestine
from July 1, 1920 until the end of the Mandate in May 1948, the authorities
issued many forms required to serve the needs of the postal service. These
forms were identified by a P.T. number. P.T. stands for Posts (&)
Telegraphs. The numbers ran from P.T. 1 to P.T. 1007. However, there are
gaps since many numbers were not put into use, intended for any additional
service that would have been required of the postal administration.

There are many interesting philatelic features among these forms, some of
which have been previously reported. However, a true curio is one of non-
philatelic interest - the largest and the smallest of these forms.

The "largest”: P.T. 714 (Fig. 41) - a NOTICE’ of the hours for business
at designated post offices for various postal transactions. Here the post
office is one opened especially for a Levant Fair. This form is Ili+ x
1nz feet (37.5 x 45 cms). This is about four times the size of this
Journal.
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Fig. 41: The largest P.T. Form of Palestine Mandate -
P.T. 714 (Reduced).

The "smallest”: P.T. 524 (Fig. 42) - an ‘EX{(press)’ gummed label in red
which was applied to a letter for which payment for the special service had
been made. The single label in Fig. 42, shown under a corner block of eight,
is 2.6 x 1 cms. This comes in sheets of 100, consisting of two panes of 50
connected by an intersecting gutter.

In articles of this sort, I usually finish by asking readers io report
more extreme examples than shown. No need to here; these are the "largest”
and the "smallest”!
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Fig. 42: The smallest P.T. Form of Palestine Mandate -
a single unit of P.T. 534 (and a corner block of 8).

Another Jewish Brigade Cachet (Marvin Siegel, Ramat Gan)

It was because of the excellent service rendered by Palestine’s Jewish
soldiers that on 19 September 1944, the British Government announced that
"they had decided to accede to the request of the Jewish Agency for
Palestine, that a Jewish Brigade Group should be formed to take part in
active operations”. The Postal and other History of this renowned unit was

6798 Hulew i Webren

’E{/% ;ggﬁ Py TR o

"’%.Z

Fig. 43: 1946 Cover from the Jewish Brigade, with the cachet
"M.T.0. 3rd (Jewish) Bn., the Palestine Regt."
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chronicled in a most excellent manner in the March, 1955 Issue of The
Holyland Philatelist (pp. 145-147). This article included illustrations of
the postal cachets of the Brigade as then known. Since then a few additional
cachets have been reported. Recently, in a Tel Aviv auction, the cover shown
in Figure 43 caught the eye of this writer, as its two line cachet (M.T.O.
3rd (Jewish) Bn., The Palestine Regt.) had not been previously reported to
our knowledge. What do the initials M.T.O. stand for? Perhaps "Mobile
Transport Office”? Readers are requested to speculate upon or to answer this

query.

Some Comments on "A World War II British Forces Issue"
(F.F. Blau, Chicago)

I would like to comment on Hochheiser’s notes, published in HLPH #32 (p.
681) and #35 (p. 861).

First I possess three copies of the "Registered” entire BF2-1b, 1 used by
a soldier in the Jewish Brigade and 2 used by soldiers in the Polish Army in
Palestine.

Concerning the cover (Fig. 37) of the second note: It is definitely not
civilian mail. The civil population of Palestine had to use Palestine stamps
and furthermore they could not use a British Field Post Office. FPO 164 was
in Jerusalem at that time, operating there from September 1940 to June 1941,
and then transferred to Cyprus. The return address indicates clearly "Area
Headquarters", probably overlooked by the censor. On the other side, Italy
was not at war at that time, and censorship was not as strong as in later
days.

There is no excessive postage on this entire. It has the correct,
privileged (reduced) air mail rate for military personnel. Maybe the airmail
label fell off, but I am convinced that this letter was flown.

One more observation. I presume that the reproduction on page 683 was
reduced; it measures 146 mm across, whereas all the pieces I know of are
151 mm.”

*Ed. note: The illustration was indeed reduced, as many other figures in the
Bulletins.  For technical reasons, regretfully, we cannot usually indicate
the reduction rates in many of our illustrations.
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The Interim Period

Yet Another "TOHUWABOHU" Overprint
(9.D. Schwartz, Sacramento, Cal.)
The June 1987 article in the Israel Philatelist, by Siegfried Adler,
about the "TOHUWABOHU" overprints on the Pictorial Issue stamps of the
Palestine Mandate initially stated that there were four types of overprints.
This was followed by an article in the December 1988 Israel Philatelist with
still another type (s. also HLPH #36, p. 922). The premise was that handset
type was used to overprint these stamps.

Fig. 44 shows an interesting cover from my collection with still another

E

Messra,

e AR, Ay,

The Hailfa Hide Co., Ltd,

e —

Bank Street No.5
( Palafric Building)

— e e -y sann - .
e e e R T T e p——
e e vt o ey o o e i i o .

Fig. 44: Another unreported "Pal. Chaos Gouvt." overprint;
on 15 mil Pictorial, cancelled "Haifa, 7 MY 48",

type of overprint - PAL. CHAOS GOVT. in English and in Hebrew. It should be
further noted that there is a return address on this cover, P.O.B. 1525
Haifa, and that the 15 mil Pictorial stamp is postmarked Haifa - 7 MY 48.
The Adler article states that the values of the Pictorial Issue that were
overprinted were: 2, 3, 4, 6, 10 and 50 mils.
This cover now adds new parameters to the study:

(1) Yet another overprint type - this perhaps can be explained by the
existing number of pieces of type in the printer’s font. As he ran out of
letters he created new overprints with the existing type still available.
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(2) The use of a return address - perhaps one of our readers can furnish
further information on the owner of P.O.B. 1525 Haifa.

(8) The addressee - The Haifa Hide Co. Ltd. Is this a correct company
address? Perhaps the address of a philatelist?

(4) The use of the Haifa Mandate cancellation of the main Post Office on 7 MY
48! There is no indication that this cover was carried through the mails -
the backflap was not sealed and it still retains full original gum.

(5) The addition of the 15 mil value of the Pictorial Issue to the known
series of overprinted values.

Siegfried Adler concludes that the GOVERNMENT TOHUWABOHU overprints
belong to one of the rarest philatelic areas in Holy Land philately. 1 am
more inclined to agree with N. Gladstone where he states in the September,
1970 issue of B.A.PIP.: "as an added warning to collectors of Palestine
and Israel material, the writer of this article firmly believes that the
GOVERNMENT TOHUWABOHU overprints on the stamps of the Palestine Mandate
should be put in a ‘dubious’ category".

My own reaction as an exhibitor and juror would be with N. Gladstone and
if I were to exhibit this cover, it would be in an extensive showing of the
Pictorial Issue with a writeup pointing out the many unanswered questions
posed by it.

A Puzzling Redirected Cover from the Interim Period
(H.L. Rosedale, New York)

Figure 45 shows a very interesting cover reflecting the transition period
in the establishment of the State of Israel.

The cover was mailed from Tel Aviv, directed to Haifa. The 10 mils
Palestine mandate stamp bears a May 5, 1948 single circle Tel Aviv cancel.
Apparently, upon the attempt to deliver it, it was believed that the
addressee was in Cyprus as indicated by the cancel on the reverse side of the
envelope’. The addressee’s name is underlined in red. The figure 18
appears in the same red crayon at the upper left. The word Hadar has been
added in ink to the Haifa designation. The violet box "to pay” has the
figure 20 added in pencil.

The reverse of the commercial cover shows the Limassol cancel of August
11, 1948. However, the addressee was not there and the envelope was returned
to Haifa again where a violet "to pay 20 mils" marking was placed on the

* Ed. Note: It seems more reasonable that the cover was erroneously
misrouted to Cyprus.
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Fig. 45: A two period re-directed cover of the Interim Period -
Tel Aviv to Haifa "via" Cyprus.

lower right hand corner of the envelope and a First Postage Due 20 pruta
stamp was affixed and cancelled on August 15, 1948 in Haifa. I must assume
that the Israel postal authority refused to recognize the Mandate stamp as is
not uncommon on mailings after May 16. What is unusual about this cover is
that because of the transition period the Palestine Mandate stamp when
cancelled was valid for use, but was not recognized when re-presented.

The Postmarks at the Jerusalem Mahane Yehuda Branch Office
at the End of the Interim Period (I. Karpouvsky, Hertzliya)
In the article in Bulletin 36 of the HLPH, under the title of "Unusual

handling..." the author relates in section G to a registered letter sent from

Mahane Yehuda (‘Jerusalem 6°), shown on page 908, and asks "Why was the

Minhelet Ha’am device reintroduced? Was this a freak?". In my opinion this

was neither reintroduced nor a freak: my view is that the deformed Mahane

Yehuda instrument was certainly not taken out of use before mid-August,
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Mahane Yehuda used two Minhelet Ha'am instruments, and by mid-July
1948 one of these was weak and completely defective (see Fig. 46). This
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deformed state, a short time before its withdrawal.
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particular instrument was placed in storage at the end of the month and the
Mandate instrument introduced in its place (shown on the Front Cover of the
same issue). But the other instrument, also deformed but apparently
stronger, remained in use until both instruments were replaced by the
trilingual Israeli type in the middle of August. Here we have the parallel
use of two different handstamps, one of the Mandate and one of the Minhelet
Ha’am administration.

As was stated in Glassman’s "The Postal History of Jerusalem from 1948,
we do not know the exact date when the trilingual instruments were placed in
use. This was probably about the second week in August. The earliest known
registered letter from a Branch Office with the trilingual postmark is from
Rehavia (which received its instrument ‘Jerusalem 9’ at the same time as
Mahane Yehuda) dated August 11th (see Fig. 47). This is a commercial letter
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Fig. 47: The earliest known date of a BPO trilingual
cancellation in Jerusalem: ‘Jerusalem 9’
used in Rehavia on 11 August, 1948.
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sent to Tel Aviv, and has the Jerusalem local stamps on the face; the arrival
cancellation is from the 13th.
Any reader with similar examples is asked to communicate with the writer.

A "Mountain" Variety on Jerusalem Stamps (2. Shimony, Jerusalem)

The "Lake” Variety, a lake-like white spot north of Eilat, is a well
known constant variety appearing on all values of the Minhelet Ha'am
Jerusalem stamps. A much rarer variety, a larger coloured spot, south of the
Dead Sea, which may be nicknamed the "Mountain" Variety, is shown here (Fig.
48) on a 5m stamp of the Jerusalem 2nd issue. The spot is brown, like the
stamp’s colour, and is certainly not a constant variety, but it is known in
at least several sheets and appears always in the same sheet position as the
"Lake" variety.
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Fig. 48: A non-constant variety, a "mountain'like spot, on a
5 m stamp of Jerusalem 2nd Issue.
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It would be interesting to gather some statistics of the frequency of

this variety. Has someone noticed it on a different value (and in a
different colour)?

An Interesting Date Error in the Tel Aviv Postmark of the

Armoured Car Service (Zvi Aloni, Ra'anana)

I recently bought several covers which travelled between Rishon LeZion
and Tel Aviv by armoured car in April, 1948. Two of these covers were
cancelled with the Rishon postmark dated the 28th April, where the ‘8’ was
very unclear (Fig. 49).

Fig. 49: Front of a Rishon LeZion Armoured Car cover of
28 April, in which the ‘8’ of the day is almost invisible.

What attracted my attention here was the Tel Aviv arrival cancellation on
one of the covers’ back, which had no figures for the date, but two
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horrizontal dashes (see Fig. 50). The other cover, of the same date, has the
figures 28’ included (see Fig. 51). Otherwise, it has the same deformations
and characteristics of the former postmark shown.

The explanation for this unusual example could be that the first cover
was routinely cancelled on arrival in Tel Aviv and only afterwards was it
noticed that there were no date figures. Subsequent letters must have been
cancelled with the corrected postmark.

Fig. 50: Back of the previous cover, showing the Tel Aviv
arrival postmark with two dashes instead of the day.
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Fig. 51: Back of the other cover, sent from Rishon on the same
date, with a correct arrival postmark of 28 April.

The State of Israel

Modern but Rare (M. Siegel, Ramat Gan)

Currently, there is an unfortunate tendency on the part of many of our
experienced collectors to downgrade and to minimize the rarity and importance
of post 1948 Israel Postal History. Yet certain covers do exist that can
rightly be called major rarities although these are less than forty years old
and their origins are modern Israel. Into this category of contemporary
rarities would fall: (a) certain Do’ar Ivri items with unusual perforations,
papers, frankings or routings; (b) a few FDCs, especially early fully tabbed
items (e.g. Scott C1/6, #25, etc); (c) certain taxed covers. It is the
last category that this writer finds most relevant to the present discussion,
since it includes covers dated as late as 1960, thus modern Israel by any
standard!
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Among the rarest and most desirable of Israel’s taxed covers are those
taxed with a mix of stamps from different issues. Known are cover(s) taxed
with the following combinations: (a) 1st & 2nd Postage Dues (Scott J 1/5 & J
6/11), (b) 2nd & 3rd Postage Dues (Scott J 6/11 & J12/20), (c) 3rd Postage
Dues & various Definitive stamps and (d) 3rd Postage Dues & Commemorative
Stamp(s).

The cover illustrated in Figure 52 was posted in Omaha, Nebraska, 13
February 1957 by airmail to a well-known Tel Aviv stamp dealer. It was
properly franked with 25 cents American postage, the airmail rate then
applicable. In Tel Aviv, it was opened by the censor who found money inside
(handwritten MEZUMAN, or "cash”, atop the sealing label) and then forced
registered the cover to insure that said funds would be legally converted.
The fee for registration at the time was 150 pruta. For this tax, 2 stamps
from different sets were applied, Scott J 19 & the commemorative #135! Why
this was done cannot now be determined with certainty as Scott J 17, a 50
pruta Postage Due stamp, should have been as available as was the J 19 that
had been applied. Both J 17 & J 19 are stamps from Israel’s 3rd Postage Due
Set that were not withdrawn until 5 January 1960, almost three years later
than the cover itself.

FRANK. KEATLEY.

533 NO. 86 ST..

OMAHA NEBRASKA
U.S.A’.

ATRMAIL

POST OFFICE BOX 2292 ' «
TEL AVIV e
ISREAL -
<

AIRNALL AI2MAIL

Fig. 52: 1957 forced registered cover from USA,
with a mixed franking tax.
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We are aware of the existence of approximately 20 covers with various
mixed frankings of any of the four types enumerated above. However, this
is the only one we have encountered belonging to category (d) - certainly
modern yet rare!

The Opening Date of Ma’ale Adummim Post Office
(M. Sender, Herzliya)
The post office of Ma’ale Adummim was formally opened on January 23,
1983 (see Fig. 53). In fact, the post office was operating in the settlement
before at the same building. Mail and other postal services were given by
Mobile Post (Do’ar Na) Bigqat Yeriho to the postal agency, but not to the
public itself, who got their postal services from the agency.
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Fig. 53: A registered cover with the formal Opening Day
postmarks of Ma’ale Adummim, (23.1.83).
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In fact, one instrument had the name of Ma'ale Adummim prior to the
formal "Date of Opening" of the branch. This cancellation belonged to the
Postal Bank ("Bank Hado’ar) which operated in the branch. Figure 54 shows
clearly the date of January 18, 1988, the name (Postal Agency Ma'ale Adummim
in Hebrew) and the number (196990) of the agency.
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Fig. 54: A postal bank form with the rectangular cashier

cachet of 'Ma’ale Adummim Postal Agency', 18.1.83!
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New Cancellations and Post offices
(Compiled by B. Fixler and I. Nachtigal)

A. Special Cancellations (see also Fig. 55)
26.07.88: "The Mediterranean Festival, 26-30 July”, Ashdod’.

06.12.88: "Israel Philatelists’ Jubilee Conference”, Tel Aviv-Yafo.

22.12.88: "Agricultural Achievements in Israel’, Tel Aviv-Yafo.”

22.12.88: A pictorial postmark with archeologic theme, Yerushalayim.™

24.12.88: "Christmas-Noel", Nazareth.

24.12.88: "Christmas-Noel", Bet Lehem.

09.01.89: "The great traditional festival in Netivot", Netivot.

19.02.89: "First meeting of the Air Force Association”, Tel Aviv-Yafo.

12.03.89: "950 Years Rashi", Yerushalayaim.”™

12.03.89: "Tourism at the 4 seas”, Tel Aviv-Yafo.”

12.03.89: "Rabbi Maimon", Yerushalayim.™

12.03.89: "The XXI European Symposium on Calcified Tissues, Israel Society”,
Yerushalayim.

15.03.89: "International Consumer Rights Day", Tel Aviv-Yafo. This postmark
was seen also in violet.

15.03.89: "Consumer Rights Day, Israel Consumer Council”, Yerushalayim.

16.03.89: "40th anniversary of the liberation of Elat."

20.03.89: "1989 Haifa Sailing Week", Haifa.

21.03.89: "Prime Minister’s Conference on Jewish Solidarity with Israel”,
Yerushalayim.

23.03.89: "1989 Dead Sea Festival, -400M", (Doar Na) Yam Ha-Melah.

* These postmarks were not announced in any of the "Public Notices".
*% These postmarks were used as special postmarks for the F.D. of Issue of
the corresponding new stamp issues.
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Fig. 55: Special cancellations used in Israel in the last period.
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B. Definitive Cancellations

01.01.89: "Migdal Ha-Emeq 4", additional postmark in Migdal Ha-Emeq post
office.

01.01.89: "Um El Fahem 3", additional postmark in Um El Fahem post office.

01.01.89: "Qiryat Tiv'on 6", additional postmark in Qiryat Tivon post office.

08.01.89: "Neve Deqalim", for the postal agency, grade C, opened in Neve
Deqalim.

15.01.89: "Zichron Yaacov 615 1", new Francotype machine in Zichron Yaacov.

15.01.89: "Nazerat Illit 10", additional postmark in Nazerat Illit post
office.

01.02.89: "Nahariyya 619 %", new Francotype machine in Nahariyya.

19.02.89: "Qiryat Yam 7" and "Qiryat Yam 8", additional postmarks in Qiryat
Yam post office.

19.02.89: "Kefar Hasidim Paye X", a handstamp "Paid" in Kefar Hasidim post
office.

01.03.89: "Elat 2 Paye", new "Paid" machine cancellation in Elat post office.

01.03.89: "Gan Yavne Paye R', a handstamp "Paid" in Gan Yavne.

01.03.89: "Beer Sheva 5", new machine cancellation in Beer Sheva post office.

01.03.89: "Rehovot 1", new machine cancellation in Rehovot post office.

New Stamps
The following stamps were issued during the last period:

22.12.88: Agricultural achievements in Israel (Ag. 50, 60, 90); Archeology in
Jerusalem, 7th definitive series (Ag. 40, 60).

12.03.89: Tourism in Israel -Views of the four seas (Ag. 40, 60, 70, NIS
1.70); Rabbi Judah L. Maimon (NIS 1.70); Rashi - Rabbi Solomon
Ben Issac of Troyes (NIS 4.-).
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ANTON STEICHELE - A Memorial

It is with a very deep sense of loss that we learnt, recently, that our
friend and co-philatelist Anton Steichele had passed away rather suddenly in
‘his home town of Cassel, West Germany. He was only 44 years old.

Anton Steichele, operating from his home, built up a superb collection of
the Forerunners of the Holy Land and at the same time established himself as
one of the leading experts in this field. The fruits of his very extensive
researches were two major publications: the first was on the Turkish
Postmarks, which brought up to date the knowledge first published by F. W.
Pollack. It has now become the standard work on the subject. Issued
initially in German through the German Israel Philatelic Society, in their
quarterly magazine, it was subsequently published as a book, in which form it
is most widely known.

His second work, which he managed to complete, was on the Foreign Posts.
Of this only parts have been published in German, in the magazine; financial
problems have so far apparently prevented the appearance of the remaining
sections. The English translation of this work is being carried out in
England and in the United States where, we understand, the SIP will publish
it. This, too, will be a considerable advance on the somewhat limited
listing until now available in Pollack’s well-known work.

Anton Steichele corresponded with almost every known collector in his
field. He also managed to visit Israel several years ago, meeting
philatelists and friends. All were deeply impressed with his knowledge and
eagerness to help. He, too, like Michael Sacher, was one who believed that
the extension of philatelic knowledge was only possible by the free exchange
of information.

(E. Glassman)

Holyland Auctions’ Realizations
(Compiled by Edi Leibu)
Prices are in U.S. Dollars. 12% buyer’s commission and 1.8% V.A.T.
should be added.
Siegel’s Holyland Philatelics, Nov. 1, 1988 (No buyer’s commission)
* German Post: Reply postcard with "Aus Sarona" cachet to Germany -

$ 455

* [Italian Post: 10c¢ Italian postcard overprinted "20 para Gerusalemme”,
unused - $ 56
* 1922, Waterlow printing, 2p inverted overprint - $ 318
* Ditto, 9 p. perf. 14, 25 mm high, used - $ 580
* "Nahalal” (Dorfman D6) on cover to Safed - $ 67

* 1948, local Jerusalem 3rd printing, 5m, on printed matter with
rosette postmark - $ 86
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Capital Stamps, Nov. 8-9, 1988
¥French Post, 1873, "Jerusalem Cross” on cover with 5¢ and 3x25c "Ceres"
stamps cancelled "5089". Jaffa "Pearl ring" alongside (faults) - $1400
* 1948, Courier cover from Jerusalem with local stamp, mailed
in Tel Aviv, taxed 20m in Petah Tikva on June 28 - $ 700
* 1948, Do'ar Ivri 15m perf. 103/4, mint tab - $ 495
* 1948, Ex Camp 69 (Cyprus), mailed in April from Famagusta, returned as
"Service suspended”, brought to and remailed in Tel Aviv - $ 800
* 1948, 1st Postage Due, mint tab set - $1200

MATSA Auctions, Nov. 22, 1988
* 1948, registered cover from Poland with Affula Minhelet Ha’am
arrival postmark - $1300

Members’ Free Advertisements
Every member is entitled to a 3-line free ad, once a year.

Information wanted on Town Emblem plate block - 0.35 - 10.11.71 with any

cyclometer number. Please send photocopy to David Lebson. 5902 Winner Ave.,
Baltimore, MD 21215, USA (expenses reimbursed if desired).

Wanted: IRCs (Israel); Official Post covers (Do'ar Rishmi) with green R-
labels. Please contact: r Str. 81 £ M r =
Kommern, West Germany.

A collector of Albert Einstein would appreciate exchange or trade with
colleagues who have material related to Prof. Einstein - commemorative items,
varieties, vignettes, cards, letters, etc. Yi Onn, 5 Hagra St. Rehovot

76310, Israel.

Exchange mint stamps and FDC of USSR, for stamps of Israel. M. Reife. POB

\\\\\\\\\W///////

%

Back cover illustration - courtesy of Edi Leibu.
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With Compliments
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Rafa Laboratories Ltd. Jerusalem
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Steven C. Kandersss——

STEVEN C. KANDER (PHILATELISTS) LTD.

Dealer in fine and unusual Postal History of the
World.
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Gallery address:

First £loon,
London, W1Y 9DB
England

Tel: 01.493.7230

ALWAYS AVAILABLE:

77 New Bond Street,

We wish to buy fine single covers and good
collections.

interesting stock of LEVANT
of all Post Offices in the
Greater Ottoman Empire,

20 Broadfields Avenue,
Edgware, Middlesex.
HA8 8PG

England.

Tel: 01.958.1303

and
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While visiting
don’t forget
s e e u s t o o You
al ways welcome
you will not
disappointed

We offer you:
* Rare Israeli stamps from all periods
* Postal History of the Holy Land from all
periods: Ottoman period, British Mandate,
Interim period and the State of Israel.
* Judaica Postal History and documents.
*Revenues and other labels of the
Holy Land from all periods.
*Foreign stamps from all countries.
*Single original bulletins of
"The Holy Land Philatelist"
* Big local smile

You are welcome !

STAMPS CENTER
94 Allenby Rd., Souterrain
P.O.B. 4444, Tel Aviv
Tel. (03) 615755
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JEWISH ANTIQUITIES
«YASHAN NOSHAN»
6 Mesh Shearim St
JERUSALEM 95229, ISRAEL

¥ RANESRIFT:
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Tel, 027271392 271392 b»
ANTIQUE & RARE BOOKS. Home Address: 11 Hagi St., Jerosilem, 95262, Istacl. BN DNy BMED
MANUSCRIFTS, AUTOGRAPHS, DOCUMENTS, TEL 286305 .be 03000 DOENNEW LT AN

ANTIQUE RELIGIOUS ARTICLES.
JEWISH ART.
JUDAICA, HE BRAICA.

WE BUY * SELL * TRADE *

ACT AS AGENTS * APPRAISE * ADVISE ¥
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The first of a series of Catalogues is currently
in preparation, Catalogues will be sent
please G-d free of charge upon request.

Please fill in:

NAME:

FAMILY

FIRST

ADDRESS:

STREET No.——

BOROUGH

CITY— STATEZip

PHONE (Home) — (Buiiness)

1 COLLECT
(PLEASE DETAIL)

IN the event that you have any items to
offer for SALE or TRADE, we will

be glad to be of service to you
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AONALD BOUSCHER

professional philatelist

Specialist in Holy Land Material.

G.v.d. Veenstraat 123,
NL-1077 DW Amsterdam
The Netherlands

Tel: (20) 79.59.52.

YOUR STAMP DEALER IS

ST
0 NI LTD MPS

nwv DOOUD'JIN
Tel-Aviv, P.O.B. 32120 .7.1 ,22aR™ON
Tel. 5610806 .oV

q F ol Tl BT (|

STAMPS & COINS AUCTIONS
Israel, Postal History, Judaica, Europe etc.
Exchange and Advice!
Catalogue Free!
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*¥* High quality material, fully guaranteed
** Worldwide, Holyland and Judaica
*¥ Clear and accurate descriptions
“* Prompt and high quality service
That’s why we are a leading Auction House in Israel!
Members in major stamp associations in the world
TRY US, YOU WILL NEVER REGRET IT!
Free catalogue to serious bidders upon request.
23 Ben Yehuda St, 91036 Jerusalem P.0O.B. 3769,
Tel. 02-245623, Telex 26144, BXJM IL Ex 7210
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Ing. M. Kozma
E. Tschernikowsky
5, Pinsker St.

TEL AVIV 63 323 (ISRAEL)

Tel. G. 03-289012 / P. 08-47349)
Telex: 341 118, Ext. 5668
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NEGEV
HOLYLAND
STAMPS LTD.

We hold three times per year a

HOLYLAND MAIL AUCTION

Our Auction usually contains a comprehensive

range of all aspects of Holy Land Philately

and is priced in U,S, Dollars

Subscription rate to our lavishly produced Auction Catalogues
Is $10 for one year (3 Sales) or $18 for 2 years (6 Sales).

Subscription includes Prices Realized mailed to all subscribers
with the next catalogue.

Negev Holyland Stamps

(Incorporating MICHAEL H. BALE) LTD.

P. O. Box 1 lifracombe, Devon EX34 9BR, England
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PHILA - LUPE

Today I wish to submit you a sample copy of my small exchanger

magazine "PHILA-LUPE", which I publish as my hobby since 7 years
now, The aim of PHILA-LUPE is to provide international stamp exX-
change contacts for serious philatelists from the whole world,
from Aland to Zaire,

My main desire - and present problem - is to make PHILA-LUPE
known to a wider circle of collectors and especially to those
from your country.

Referring to this I would be very thankful if you could tell
your readers about my work with PHILA-LUPE in a few sentences
in one of your next issues,

All your readers may order a free airmailed sample copy.
Howvever one International Reply Coupon (IRC), available at any
post office, would be very much appreciated to save my strained
postage budget., Orderers are asked to say in which publication
they read about PHILA-LUPE,

I thank you very much in advance for your kind favour.

e Best regards
?hiﬁa;“\ed o Yours  RAINER VOLKENBORN
E;;EZ;sxgjf‘;;;;:z e MILKDELLE 26
o "‘()"“f;\d‘“‘f;tom D-4300 ESSEN 1

ds e e29
2 ovs O (e 2% you! | WEST-GERMANY |
ge 2 ;

] K

PS. Swap ads are free for subscribers!
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HOUSE OF ZION

One of the largest selections of
Postal History, Israel (’48-°50), Palestine Mandate,
Interim and Locals, Forerunners,
Judaica, WWI & WWII

e the o e o o e e e e e e e e 3 R e Sk o R e R Ak R R R SR R R R R R

Auction Sales

Send for free catalogue.
e ok S N R R W R R R R R R R R R L R RS R AORRRRR

P.0.Box 5502, Redwood City, CA 94063, USA.
Tel. (415) 366-7589

SOTHEBY'S

FOUNDED 1744

Evaluation and Auction Sales of
Israel and Worldwide Stamps,
Covers and Collections.

For information, catalogues and appointments in Israel contact:

SOTHEBY'S

38 Gordon St. Tel Aviv 63414.
Tel: 03-223822, 246897.
Mon.-Thu. 9:30-17:00, Fri. 9:30-13:00.
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A Safed postcard, sent in 1916 from the Turkish post office in Tiberias,
handstamped "T" and taxed with another 20 pa. stamp
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