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STAMPS FOR ILLEGAL
IMMIGRATION TO PLAESTINE

by Moshe Pertzelan

It is well known that during World
War Two, the illegal immigration had to
be intensified many folds. The dread of
the holocaust brought many Jews to seek
refuge in the countries out of the Nazi
influence. The Jewish people in Palestine
and all Jewish organizations, Zionists and
others in the world sent out thousands of
men and women to help the refugees to
pass, clandestinely, hostile frontiers, into
countries still having some kind of com-
munication, by land or sea. with
Palestine.

Besides the means of smuggling
people illegally into the country, a
system was built up to provide the im-
migrants with forged documents and
make their entry “‘legal”. Forged pass-
ports, birth certificates, hand stamp and
cachet tools, consular stamps and many
other devices were manufactured. Fig.1 &
2 show types of entry visas to Palestine.
Figure 3 shows a recently discovered part
of a sheet of forged “Consular Service”
stamps. It was found when checking and
consulting some old files before tidying
up a cuphoard,

Many people were involved in the
“forging industry’’, but top secrecy”
had to be maintained so that only the
leaders knew the members of the team,
who by themselves remained strangers
one to another.

The printing of the stamps was done
by a small press in Tel-Aviv in the sum-
mer of 1942, a more precise date is not
remembered by the printer. The plate
was brought from Haifa, it contained the
different designs and denominations and
was of perfect craftsmanship. The paper,

of poor quality, was thin, yellowish and
without water marks. It was brought to
the press by an unidentified messenger.

When found, the part of the sheet
consisted of 8 stamps tied together plus
one single, nine in all. The stamps are
in perfect condition, but in the handling
the block separated into singles and even
the margin pieces fell off. The colour is a
nice green. The words “Consular Service™
are in black on the small values and red
on the 5 and 10 shillings. just as in the
originals. The perforation is approxi-
mately 13,5 but not very regular and
uniform.  On the original stamps the
perforation is 14.5 and the paper has the
usual British Empire water mark.

The Judaica Collectors will be look-
ing forward for more material and in-
formation about this subject and will
gratefully welcome anyone able to supply
it.
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Antigua & Barbuda Honors 850th
Birthday of Maimonides

The postal officials of Antigua &
Barbuda, a former British colony situated
in the Leeward Islands of the Caribbean,
released on June 17th a single stamp and
souvenir sheet to mark the 850th An-
niversary of the birth of Maimonides, the
world famous Jewish philosopher, scholar
and medical doctor who was born in the
Spanish city of Cordoba.

Special celebrations are currently
being staged around the world in honor
of the man whose contributions are
considered to have profoundly influenced
the direction of both Judaism and con-
temporary religious philosophy.

Maimonides, whose real name was
Moses ben (son of) Maimon, was born in
Cordoba, an important city in southern
Spain on the day before the Jewish
festival of Passover in the year 1135.

His father, Rabbi Maimon, was a
leading Dayan (religious judge) of
Cordoba’s Jewish community. An
impressive scholar in both religious
Judaic and secular subjects, the dayan
personally taught Maimonides during
the early years of the youth’s develop-
ment,
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EXCHANGE WANTED

OLAF OSTEN JOSE FRANCISCO DE ARAUJO

Am Noeltingshof 2
D—2400 LUEBECK

Caixa Postal 3306
01000 — SAU PAULO

W. GERMANY BRAZIL

MIGUEL COMEVINO HELGA KREJCI

Santa Catalina 1567 Margaretengortel 24—34/1/4
(1437) BUENOS AIRES A-1050 WIEN
ARGENTINA OSTERREICH

DANA P, JACOBSON
1121 Saratoga St.
EAST BOSTON, MASS.

JAMES M. HENDERSON
280 Frankel Lane
SEBASTOPOL, CA 95472

02128~ USA Usa

J. PRATT PAUL KYRIAKIDES
P.0.BOX 151 17 Lycourgos Str,
BREDASDORP 7280 MNICOSIA —

REP. of SOUTH AFRICA CYPRUS

ANTONIN BEAUDET KOK JOHNNY ANDERSEN
80 Bivd. J Cartier Mayrithevang 67

LAUZON QUE GBV 1T7 5600 FAABORG FYN

CANADA DENEMARK

Prof.Carlos Luis Espinoza LEON JULIO BLANCO CASTILLO
Presidente Club Filatelico Av, Los Pinos 172

Amigos del Mundo EfN Cisneros y Finlay
Apartado 1107, Alajuela 4050  LOS PINOS HABANA 18

COSTA RICA CUBA

LUCIAN JACOBI DONALD LUSSIER

Karl Markx Aliee 10 608 Monssean

5066 ERFURT HIL-4V1 MTL P.Q.
D.D.R. CANADA

HEINZ KETTE MR. MAWN A, PASKAL
Banhofstrasse 11 10748 Wellworth Ave,
6573 HOHENLEUBA West LOS ANGELES, CAL.
D.D.R. 90024 US.A,

ROBERT J.CROTEAU KIM KIDD

P.O.BOX 254 RT.1 BOX 1478

TROY, NH 03465 WHITLEY CITY, KY. 42653
US.A. U.S.A.

Nicolas Jimenez MENDOZA GERT THEUNISSEN
Casilla Centro No, 4127 Jeugdstr, 63
QUITO-ECUADOR 3500 HASSELT
SUDAMERICA BELGIUM
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FORTHCOMING ISSUES

On the Sth of November 1985 were
issued four commemorative stamps:
Meir Dizengoff, Leon Jehuda Recanati,
Gedera Centenary and a special stamp for
the Kibutz.

MEIR DIZENGOFF (1861-1936),
born in Bessarabia, was one of the found-
ers of Tel Aviv and mayor of the city for
many years. Following a spell of volunt-
ary army service, he entered politics and
was arrested for a time by the authorities.

In 1895 he went to Odessa and in
1901 was a delegate to the 5th Zionist
Congress at Basle, and was one of the sup-
porters of Herzl, but at the 6th Congress
was in opposition to the Uganda Plan.
In 1904 he founded “GEULA", a com-
pany for buying land in Eretz Israel and,
in September 1905, came to settle in
Jaffa where he engaged in the purchase of
additional land for the veteran settle-
ments.

Dizengoff was one of the band of
people who had he insipiration to estab-
lish the neighbourhood of AHUZAT
BAYIT on the borders of Jaffa and was
one of the founding members of the
society established for that purpose. In
1911 he was elected head of the local
committee and, from then on, except
for a short break between 1925 and 1928
he headed the township and later the
town of Tel Aviv.

LEON YEHUDA RECANATI was
born in Salonika in 1890, the son of
Shmuel Recanati and scion of a dis-
tinguished line of rabbis descended from

the noted sage, Menahem Recanati.

In preparation for his immigration
Recanati visited Palestine in 1934, even-
tually settling in Tel Aviv in 1935. There
he founded the Palestine Discount Bank
Ltd., becoming the first Chairman of the
Board and its General Manager. He suc-
ceeded in attracting considerable capital
from Egyptian Jewry and others, for in-
vestment in Palestine, enabling the rapid
growth of the bank into one of the largest
financial institutions in the country.
He was concerned with many aspects of
the cultural and artistic life of the com-
munity, always exhibiting those artisto-
cratic traits that had characterized the
Jews of Salonika since the “Golden Age”
of Spanish Jewry.

Leon Recanati passed away in Tel-
Aviv on October 13th, 1945.

GEDERA was founded in the year
1884 by the members of BILU. Its name
was taken from the Bible and signified a
fenced-off area for guarding the sheep at
night. The founding-fathers believed that
this was the site of the “Gedera” men-
tioned in connection with the inheritance
of the tribe of Judah (Joshua, 15.36).

Gedera is a thriving settlement, built
on seven hills and surrounded by greenery.
Its farmers make their living from vine-
yards and orchards. It boasts educational
institutions and light industry. Gedera’s
present population numbers some 7,000
souls and is famous for the quality of its
fresh air which is so beneficial to asthma
sufferers and as a settlement that has
managed to preserve its agricultural cha-
racter.
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The KIBBUTZ is a form of com-
munal living in which the community
both creates and supplies the needs of
its members. It was founded by young
pioneers who left their homes and their
families in Europe and came to Eretz
Israel to serve the Zionist ideal of settling-
the land and taking up a life of labour,
They combined this with the age-long
ideal of living a life of justice, equality
and mutual help. A life in which there
would be no discrimination and no
exploitation of Man by Man.
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