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Editorial — End of Volume Two

The second 5-year period of our Bulletin has come to an end with this Issue, No
40, and this completes the Second Volume, Nos 21-40 (1985-1989). The index for
this volume will be published in a seperate booklet, as in Volume One, and will be
distributed to our members together with Issue 41. Then it will be possible for those,
who are interested to bind Volume Two together with its Index. We hope that with
the completion of Volume Three a comprehensive index of all the 3 Volumes will be
published as well.

As in Volume Two, we will start renumbering the next issue’s pages, to start the
new Volume Three.

We would like to take this opportunity of thanking all our past and present
contributors for their efforts, and all our sponsors and members for their help and
encouragement.

The Annual Membership Fee

Due to the continuous increase in recent years in the cost of paper and printing
and due to the improvements of the Bulletin’s method of printing, we are enforced to
update the membership fee of the Society.

The annual fee for 1990 will be $18 (including $0.5 currency exchange expenses)
or NIS 35 for Israeli members (but the sheqel fee will be linked to the $ in case of
devaluation). The airmail additional charges remain as previously: $4 — for Europe,
$6 for America and South Africa.

For members who have already paid 1990’s fees (according to the old rate)
before Ist December 1989, there will be no increase.

The 1990 dues should be paid during January, 1990. Members are kindly
requested to pay their dues as early as possible to facilitate proper operation of our
Society and Bulletin.

We would like to remind our members abroad of the possible ways of paying the
annual fees: (1) A $US cheque. But please note that if cheques are sent in US$ from
non-USA countries, they must be drawn on American bank, otherwise the
commission your bank charges us is formidable; (2) Cash (Registered letter); (3) A
cheque in your country’s currency (Please add 10% in this case, for expenses).
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Illustrated Greeting Telegrams

Shaul P. Ladany & Zvi Shimony

This article has two purposes: to introduce and inspire our members to a rather
neglected but nevertheless very interesting “philatelic”’ subject of telegrams and other
related items, and to describe the illustrated greeting telegrams which have been in
use during the Mandate and Israeli periods.

Telegrams as a service of the Post Office, is a fully legitimate subject of “formal”
philately. It is acceptable at FIP exhibitions either as Postal History™ or Thematic
material; telegraph stamps may be exhibited as Traditional Philately. There exist
several catalogues of illustrated telegrams and of telegraph stamps. In Thematics, we
refer to the inclusion of “illustrated telegrams” in any theme discernible in the
illustration.

It is not intended here to give a detailed review of Holyland telegraph postal
history and forms, but only to interest the readers by describing the specific sub-field
of illustrated greeting telegrams during the periods of the British Mandate and the
State of Israel.

On June 4, 1989 the Postal Authority announced to the public (announcement
No. 62/89) that from June 11, it will start to provide a new service: the dispatch of
illustrated telegrams. The announcement made the impression of a totally new
service which in the past had not been offered to the Israeli public. The facts,
however, are slightly different.

Already during the British Mandate in Palestine, three [llustrated Greeting
Telegrams were issued, English, Hebrew and Arabic respectively, with matching
envelopes (s. Front Cover and Figs 1-2). The date of issue is unknown, but since
Great Britain issued on January 1, 1936 a similar greeting telegram (like our English
version, except for the lower portion) it can be assumed that they were issued on the
same date or later. This British telegram, No. 2 on green’s list' [Green, p. 11] was
designed by Robert Gibbings. It can be safely assumed as well that the Palestine
English Telegram was designed by the same artist.

These Telegrams were used until the termination of the Mandate postal service in
Palestine. Some of the unused forms were found after the termination of the
Mandate in various post offices: a few examples are known from Beth Lehem and
Beer Sheva, where in 1948 these Forms saw philatelic use with or without stamps
tied to them. However, the matching envelopes (at least of the Hebrew language
version) saw bona fide postal utilization as ordinary envelopes by various

* One of the authors, S. Ladany, exhibited his collection of telegrams in the
International “‘Bulgaria ‘89", in the section of Postal History.



HMaEnm
nnwIs 9w
(YR )

AN T

&

o

ke
L

TR

o,
7

1
A1
14
A0

i

I
\'l

1

]

1

1

1

i

1

P
IP
B3
oa
b

o SR L A

e T

i &
= b
A d
B3
HEP
-
1
-'l. 1
1
10
4 L0
> 4
Pk
HER e
a¢ i
il
i
y r .,
H
—._

R

Fig. 1: Ornamental greeting telegrams of Mandate Palestine: (above) the Hebrew
version, (below) the Arabic version.
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Fig. 2: The three versions of envelopes (English, Hebrew and Arabic) for the
respective Mandate greeting telegrams.
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Government offices during the austerity period. Figure 3 illustrates such a cover used
in 1954 as a registered letter from Holon to Haifa; the reverse was used as the front
side, where the address was written on an official sealing label.

On September 26, 1948, the Israeli post issued its second postal stationery set (the
first being the “Doar Ivri Lettersheet”), simultaneously with the Festival Stamps of
1948: A multicolored ornamented telegram form (Type I) plus a special envelope for
its delivery (Figs. 4 and 5). The envelope, bearing an oriental wrought-iron
ornament design in blue on its left side, identical in shape to the red FDC of the 1948
Festival Stamps, is inscribed in Hebrew: “Greeting Telegram®. They were
catalogued by Heymann and Pertzelan, in 1953,
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Fig. 3: The Mandate Greeting Telegram Envelope used in Israel, 1954, for sending
an official registered letter.
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Fig. 5: The ornamental envelope used for the greeting telegram of Type I.

Sometime in 1953 a new type of greeting telegram (Type 1I; grey and brown)
with a matching envelope was issued (Figs. 6 and 7). The form bore the headings (in
Hebrew) “Telegram No.” and ‘“Telegram” printed with colored large size
ornamental letters. It seems that the form did not have any upper selvage. This basic
design was also used in later versions, issued at unspecified dates, having the features
as described below:

(a) Form with additinal imprint (in Hebrew) “To" and “Address”, and an upper
inverted selvage, without a dividing line between the form and the selvage (Fig.
8).

(b) Form as type (a), but with a dividing broken line between the form and the
selvage (Fig. 9).

(c) Form as type (b), but with an added printed greeting (Fig. i0). It is not clear
how many different greeting forms of this type were issued.

(d) Form as type (c) but with straight selvage (not inverted) and a squared number
printed on the top right corner of the selvage (e.g. Fig. 11). Some thirty-five
different greetings (corresponding to the numbers 1 to 35), were issued,
according to the list in Figure 12. This list has been published in telephone
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directories and other places. A special colorful poster to publicize these
telegrams was issued by the Post Office (Fig. 12(a)).

Sometime in the sixties, the Type 1l greeting telegram form was issued. It had
the same border ornamentation as Type II, but with the change that the large sized
Hebrew word “‘Telegram” lacks ornamentation. In addition, it has the imprint
(above the word “Telegram”) of “Telegram No." and, in subtypes (a), (c), also
“Post Office of origin” followed by dotted lines. Three subtypes exist:

(a) An unnumbered form without any imprinted greeting (Fig. 13(a)).

(b) As (a), but only one imprinted line (“Telegram No.”) above *'Telegram” (Fig.
13(b)).

(¢c) A numbered form, (as in Type Il (d)) from 1 to 35, with imprinted greetings
(Fig. 14).
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Fig 6: The second Israeli illustrated greefmg telegram ( Type I,
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Fig. 7: The ornamental envelope used for the greeting telegram of Type II.
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Fig. 9: Greeting telegram Type 11




1099

uuay Ledee

i

udcs cany

ta, uacwd

SR A TR T R TS S A S S

UL Ladelt

LT

paann ‘'on

nhxm nbhy

Fig. 10: Greeting telegram Type 1I(c).



|

1100

(2]

nhap
ikl e . i paaEn on
i

nvea bapn
TR DR i
e natnn Sapnn nann

b __“\‘ - .‘_“ s :'&Q. Er ll;

- P e P i8

ity ¥ Pasides il

bpl bl bbby
BRI

HNENA

phann 'on

Fig. 11: Greeting telegram No. 2 of Type 1i(d).







1102

AW O3 1111 1N

Fig. 12(a): A multicolored poster, published by the P.O. to publicize
greeting telegrams.



Fig. 13(a): Greeting telegram Type Ill(a).
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Several printings were evidenced by different shades of color, and different sizes
of letter spacing and fonts for both Types II(d) and I1I(b). It seems that all of these
greeting telegrams of Types II and IIl, except for 1l(a), were delivered in ordinary
unmatched telegram envelopes.

The new illustrated telegrams of June 11, 1989 (Type IV) are not in fact telegram
forms, but rather Postal Authority illustrated cards with imprinted greetings (e.g.
Fig. 15). They were mailed in a newly issued red and yellow imprinted telegram
envelope, as shown in Fig. 16, which is First Day postmarked. There are twenty-six
such illustrated telegram cards, with different illustrations and greetings (except Nos.
73, 90, 91 which are without illustrations).

The Postal Authority issued a pamphlet containing colored reduced sized
photographs of all the telegram cards, and mailed them to postal patrons in a new
red and yellow on white telegram envelope, which bears now also in English *‘Israel
Postal Authority”, as well as an advertisement to order the service via telephone. It
should be noted that the numbers defining the cards do not appear on the cards
themselves. We show them here as Figure 17 and its continuations, which are photo
copied (except the last part) from the publicity pamphlet. These illustrations lack the
Postal Authority imprint, which appears on the actual cards (except on Nos. 90, 91).

Most of the illustrated cards have humoristic colored designs by the artist David
Harel and the printed greeting in script Hebrew letters. Style-wise they are definitely
out of line with all the illustrated greeting telegrams issued up to the present all over
the world.

Anticipating the Jewish New Year 5730, on 10 September, 1989, the Postal
Authority issued an additional illustrated card (No. 60A) with the design of card No.
60, but imprinted “Happy New Year” in Hebrew and in English instead of “Happy
Holiday” (Fig. 18). It was possible to send this telegram locally as well as to the
USA and Canada until 13 October.

References

(1) Doris M. Green, “The Greetings Telegram Service and Check List of All

Issues”, published by the author, England, 1967.

(2) 1. Heymann and M. Pertzelan, “Postage Stamps of Israel, Handbook and
Catalogue”, 1. Heymann (publisher), Tel-Aviv, 1953, pp. 107-108.
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Fig. 15: Greeting telegram No. 50. One of the 26 new greeting ‘‘telegram cards”
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Fig. 17 (continued): The new greeting ‘‘telegram cards”’.




Fig. 17 (continued): The new greeting “telegram cards”’.
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ig. 17 (continued): The new greeting *‘telegram cards”’.



1113

noaNl 216 28
Happy New Dear

==

Fig. 18: The Happy New Year “‘telegram card”, issued on 10 September, 1989.
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Postal Services of Safed, 1918-1920

E. Leibu, Qiryat Bialik

The postal history of the town of Safed, “‘capital” of the upper Galilee, has
always attracted great interest among students and collectors of the postal history of
this land. The reason is obvious: Safed has a very rich postal history during all three
major periods of the Ottoman, British and War of Independence. From this aspect it
is second only to Jerusalem and parallel to Rishon LeZion, offering many philatelic
items of great interest, importance and rarity. In the following pages the postal
history of Safed, immediately following the occupation by the “E.E.F.”, will be
described.

Safed was captured by the “E.E.F.” on September 26, 1918. The local civilian
population, which had suffered tremendously during the war, had an urgent need
for postal communications. These were vital mainly to the large Jewish community,
which before the war had lived primarly on the economic support provided by the
Diaspora.

The British military authorities — responsible for the administration of the
country — were generally anxious to respond fo the needs of the civilian population.
In order to supply postal services, military post offices were usually established in
the larger towns following occupation. These offices handled military, as well as
civilian mail. The sweeping success of the September offensive nesessitated a sudden
and rapid expansion of the Army Postal Service in Palestine, as well as in Syria and
Lebanon. The following table shows the new post offices established':

Town Date of Capture Post Office Earliert date recorded
Haifa Sept. 23, 1918 SZ.57 Sept. 27, 1918

Tul Karem Sept. 19, 1918 SZ 59 Oct. 5, 1918

Tiberias Sept. 27, 1918 SZ 60 Oct. 14, 1918

Safed Sept. 26, 1918 SZ 6l Nov. 1, 1918
Damascus Sept. 30, 1918 SZ 62 Oct. 23, 1918
Beyruth Oect. 8, 1918 SZ 8 Oct. 14, 1918

Tripoli Oct. 18, 1918 SZ9 Oct. 24, 1918

Apparently, Safed was not high on the list of priorities and about one month
passed from the day of its occupation until a post office was established there. The
earliest date known of APO SZ 61 is shown on an “OAS” postcard in Figure 19.

As FPO SZ 60 had been opened in Tiberias more than two weeks earlier than the
office in Safed, its citizens had the possibility of forwarding their mail to Tiberias
and mail it there during this short period. Such a postcard — with the message dated
“Safed, Sept. 21, 1918”, forwarded to Tiberias and mailed from there — is shown in
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Figure 20. The date of September 21 appears to be incorrect, or was the postcard
written in anticipation of the rapid advance of the “E.E.F.”?

“FPO SZ 61" operated in Safed continually for a period of about 3> months,
until the “OETA-EEF” administration took charge in Februay 1919. During its
period of operation FPO SZ 61 handled all types of mail: OAS and official mail as
well as civilian mail (Figs. 21-24). Registered covers of this period are quite rare.

Safed is the only place in Palestine where an Ottoman handstamp was re-
introduced into use following the British occupation. Usage of the Otioman
postmarks was regular in the northern territories of Syria, Lebanon and Cilicia
under the “E.E.F.” occupation, where civilian post offices were re-opened by the
“E.E.F.”. This was not done in Palestine where army post offices of the 5Z series
handled civilian mail. For this reason, the usage of the octagonal Otioman Postmark
of Safed requires special attention. This instrument is known to have been used
between December 9, 1918 to February 14, 1919° on both regular (Fig. 25) and
registered (Figs. 26,27) mail. A total of only eight such covers are believed to exist.

Two covers mailed from FPO SZ 61, but originating in Tiberia, are worih
mentioning. One is an Official cover of the Court of Tiberias addressed to Haifa,
mailed from Safed on February 8, 1919 (not shown). The other is an OAS registered
front, cancelled by FPO SZ 61 dated February 4, 1919. Alongside is the Ottoman
handstamp of Tiberias (ST 50/06), struck in red ink! The reason why these covers
were (or had to be) forwarded from Tiberias to Safed for mailing is not known. Was
there any problem with the operation of “FPO SZ 60" in Tiberias during early
February, 19197 (s. Fig. 29).

Fig. 21: Official stampless cover from Safed, cancelled ‘‘FPO SZ 61, 27 Nov. 1918"".



Fig. 22: Cover from Safed to Switzerland, cancelled by ‘‘FPO SZ 61"’
on 26 Jan. 1919.

Fig. 23:
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Registered cover from “FPO SZ 61, Jan. 14, 1919” to Luzern With
additional registration cross and m/s notation ‘‘Registered No. 28"

beneath R-Iabel.
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Fig. 24: Similar registered cover mailed on Jan. 29, 1919. R-label above red
registray cross, ‘‘Registered No. 179°’ in m/s.
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: ;.. . ,L%p;;),g’
il g8 :.'j__'__ : gl PR #'Smt‘

Fig. 25: Ottoman *‘Safed 1”’ cancelling pair of 5m stamps on cover to Switzerland,
Feb. 14, 1919.



ERROR CORRECTION

In Issue #40 of HLPH (Autumn 1989), p. 1118, a wrong illustration
erroneously appeared for Figure 24. The right cover is shown below.
Readers are requested to affix this illustration in place of the wrong one.

Fig. 24: A similar registered cover mailed on
dJanuary 29, 1919. R-label above registry
cross, 'Regisiered No. 179" in m/s.
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Fig. 26: Registered cover cancelled by the Ottoman postmark of Safed, dated Feb.
12, 1919. R-label tied by “FPO SZ 61, Feb. 14, 1919”. M/s ‘‘Registered
No. 363’ underneath censor label.

m.ﬂ:ummmwﬁmmmwmmmmm
with the FPO handstamp, “‘Private’’ registered No. 373
and R-label No. 191.
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Fig. 29: OAS registered cover, showing Ottoman R-handstamp of Tiberias, mailed
at “FPO SZ 61" on Feb. 4, 1919.

By the end of 1918 and early 1919, the administration of the post offices located
within the towns and serving the population was transferred to the Occupied Enemy
Territories Administration. This process started at the larger cities in mid-Decembr
1918 and took some months to complete. In Safed, “FPO SZ 61" was re-designated
“OETA-EEF Safed” by mid-February, 1919. The cover of February 16 (Fig. 30) is
dated only two days later than the last date recorded for “FPO SZ 61" — February
14 (Fig. 26).

The “OETA" post office of Safed operated regularly until the civil
administration took charge in July, 1920. This was an active post office providing all
kinds of postal services. Registered covers, sent early in this period, are shown (Figs.
31, 32).

An interesting handmade form is shown in Figure 33. It is a “list of transit
parcels’ on which stamps of the value of 1.5 piastres were affixed for the “carriage”
of each parcel, cancelled “Safed OETA, 5 March I 919”. Another similar list is
shown (Fig. 34) with stamps affixed in a similar manner on front and back,
cancalled by the same postmark, dated March 13. The exact nature of these forms is
not clear and several speculations can be made. Any information clarifying the
purpose of these items will be appreciated.
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Fig. 30: Early date of “SAFED-OETA”’, Feb. 16, 1919, on a cover to Luzern.

Fig. 31: Early cover of the OETA period. The R-label is cancelled on Feb. 19, 1919
while the stamps on Feb. 22. The cover shows the red registry cross and the
R-label with m/s “‘457"’,
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Fig. 32: Reglsfered cover “Safed OETA !8 MR 19”’. R- Iabel shows the d:g;t 7 (part
of **728”’) by the same handwriting as in previous covers.

&E’kfi :... g i GT 4
e i i @wr i
%4 aooRess: *?_-fff’f

| .5 samgmh \P&g};g i
|6Q§m)m&m~x£/dz | 5 ——

Fig. 33: “List of Transit Parcels”’; stamps cancelled ssSafed OETA, 5 March 1919”.
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Fig. 34: Another list of Parcels, with stamps of 1p + 5m for each parcel listed (rest
of stamps on reverse, not shown).
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Of the matters discussed in these pages, the usage of the Ottoman octagonal
“Safed 1" postmark is so exiraordinary that it requires to be discussed. A close
examination of about one half of the covers known (Figs. 25-27) has brought some
interesting observations:

(a)  This handstamp was used to cancel the stamps.

(b)  On registered covers the “FPO SZ 61" handstamp was used — in addition to

S wan instrument — to tie the R-label and also as a backstamp.

b The registered covers show a gap of two days between the date of the
Ottoman (Feb. 12) and the FPO (Feb. 14) postmarks.

A possible hypothesis that explains the use of the Turkish postmark in Safed is as
follows: a former employee or agent of the Turkish Post retained possession of this
instrument. This person continued to act in some capacity as an agent of the FPO,
collecting mail from the Jewish quarter, and bringing it to the FPO somewhere in the
town or its immediate vicinity. This agent, on some occasions, cancelled the stamps
on the covers he handled with this Ottoman postmark.

A close examination of the registered mail of “FPO SZ 61" (Figs. 26, 27, 31, 32)
reveals some characteristics common to all these covers, which support the
hypothesis suggesting the existance of this agent. All registered civilian covers mailed
from “FPO SZ 61", show the following:

(a)  Origin in the Jewish quarter.

(b) A registration cross in red (sometimes in addition to the regular registration
cross in blue), made with a ruler.

(c) A manuscript notation “‘Registered” with a number, of the saume red ink, but
not identical to the R-number on the R-label. The manuscript is very distinctive and
there can be no doubt that all covers had been marked by the same hand before
being processed at “FPO SZ 61"".

These observations lead to the conclusion that an agent, or a post office
employee, collected the mail from the Jewish quarter, marking in a distinctive way
the registered mail (and keeping a record of it), before passing this mail on to the
FPO. Had this man been a former employee or agent of the Ottoman post, it would
have been possible for him to use the Ottoman handstamps. It is known that the
retreating Turks did not collect their handstamps when they left.

Following into the “OETA" period, we meet the same distinctive hand writing
again, this time on the R-label rather than beside it. We can only conclude that this
person was a regular employee of the “OETA" post office.

References

(1) Proud, E.B., “History of the British Army Postal Service 1903-1927".
{2) Dorfman D., “Palestine Mandate Postmarks’'.

(3)  “Turkish Post in the Jewish Quarter in Safed”, H LPH 17-18, p. 882.
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The 1945 Commemorative Postcard
Arthur M. Hochheiser

In 1984, I had published my catalogue of the postal stationery issued in Palestine
during the period of British control. Last year, I published a list of additions and
corrections, made poss:\'c by help from various sources. Since that time, 1 have
come across only one article with a bit of ‘trivia’ information but since it does help to
explain one unlistable item regarding the postcard issued in 1945, 1 feel that it should
be reported. In adition, contained in the source are other items of philatelic interest,
especially o+ regards the Philatelic Exhibition held in Tel Aviv in 1945.

Every so oficn, a purchaser of envelopes for philatelic reasons is fortunate
enough to find an enclosure which is philatelically meaningful. Shown here in Figure
35 is an article from a Palestine newspaper written in German, found in one such
envelope. The lines of the text have been rearranged to square off the illustration.
The article is an announcement of the first National Stamp Exhibition to be held in
Palestine in 1945. The name of the newspaper was “Yedi'ot Hadashot” (New
Information). The text is as follows:

“PHILA 1945”
The Ist National Stamp Exhibition in Eretz Israel
By Dr. Georg Hesky

About thirty years ago, during a Greek lesson. my teacher caught me checking
stamps for watermarks and perforations. He showed no understanding for my
hobby although the word “Philately” comes from the Greek language. Times have
changed. Similar to the, at that time, frowned upon game of soccer, stamp
collecting has become acceptable. More than one teacher has tried to get his
students to start a collection and would use stamps to explain problems in
geography, history, art and the print of foreign languages.

Even the attitude towards the aduit “*Philatelists™ has changed. He is no longer
considered an odd person but perhaps even admired because he is able to use the
pleasure of a hobby and combine it with a secure capital gains investment.
Although it is correct that good collections are worth a considerable amount of
money, the real value is not in the monetary field but in the idealistic aspects of it.

No less than 118 objects of the leading collectors got to the exhibition. A jury
chaired by the world-renowned philatelist, Dr. 5. Ascher, will present medals
designed by the engraver Murro of Jerusalem. There is also an engravers
competition for the “Phila"™ for which about 50 designs are already on hand. These
designs will also be exhibited and a sort of Gallup Poll will enable each visitor to
air his or her views over the future design of our stamps. The final decision about
the design will come from a jury chaired by the Postmaster General Mr. Webster.
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High money prizes will be awarded to the winners and special prizes will go to the
visitors whose views come closest to those of the jury.

Four foreign post office administrations are officially represented at the
“Phila”. Especially impressive is our own postal administration. We will have our
own post office and all mail deposited there will receive commemorative
postmarks which are created from an old English “Levante™ postmark.

Two different exhibition postcards with imprinted special stamps will be issued
and will be handed out to visitors, one pair each, as long as the supply lasts. Since
this is a limited issue and is produced in a three-color print, these postcards will not
only represent a nice souvenir but will also soon increase in value.

Whoever comes to the exhibition to enlarge his coliection will not be
disappointed since all the leading stamp dealers of the country will display their
best material.

The exhibition will officially be opened on Sunday, April § at 12 noon. The
opening ceremonies will be carried on radio. A gala evening, a Philatelic Congress,
and the evening of closing ceremonies will complete the evening program of the
four exhibition days during which the country will be ‘“‘under the sign of the

39 1

postage stamp”’.

Of philatelic interest is the paragraph shrown in bold type in the transiation. The
postcard issue (Fig. 36) is PC 11. This postcard was printed in Palestine at the Atid
Press in Tel Aviv specifically for the philatelic exhibition to be held in Tel Aviv in
1945. My catalogue does not list any “quantity issued” since that information in all
other issues came directly from the Archives of The Crown Agents in England. The
two different posicards referred to are the two different color combinations found in
he cachet at the left; red-light blue and orange-blue. What is of interest is the
statement that the postcards were handed out free to all visitors as long as the supply
lasted and that the special “‘Phila” cancellations could be applied at the exhibition.
While the statement indicated that the issue was limited, we have no information on
the quantity issued. We must presume, however, that the greater number of these
cards remained as souvenirs. This accounts for the large numbers of these cards
available and their relatively low estimated value in the catalogue, a fair
representation of their true value.

I wish to thank Dr. Paul Dickstein who edited the German text for me. Any
further comments on the article or the newspaper in which it appeared will be
welcome. A letter to the editor will be most welcome.
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Fig. 35: Newspaper article on the 1945 Philatelic Exhibition
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Fig. 36: Postcard PC 11 of the PHILA Exhibition
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When did the TPO Routes of Biq’at Ha-Yarden, Haluza
and Shigmim Commence?

B. Fixler & I. Nachtigal

According to the Notices to the Public, the Travelling Post Office route of Biq'at
Ha-Yarden was opened on July 14th, 1970 and that of Haluza and Shigmim on
October 5th, 1972.

The question is, did these TPOs actually start on those dates?

Before we can give an answer to this question we would like to clarify some
points: (a) In every notification of a new TPO route, the places served have always
been delineated, but not the line number and the times of arrival of the vehicle. (b)
Each route has a number, from I to 53 (there are 53 of these today). (c) Each time
table has the number of the route, and when making any changes these are made
referring to the number. The numbering is carried out either by the Head Office in
Jerusalem or by the area office in which the line operates.

Now let us discuss what is known to us about these three particular lines.

(1) The Big’at Ha-Yarden line, whose base is in Jerusalem (route 40). As
mentioned above, the Notice (No. 33/70) stated that this route would start on July
14th, 1970 to serve the following settlements: Nahal Qaliya, Gilgal, Masua,
Argaman, Mehola — all in all, 5 points. However we have an official notice dated
April 19th of the same year, which lists nine settlements to be served by this line (see
Table 1).

It appears that route 40 operated initially on April 19th, and until it received its
official, named, handstamp they used a regular instrument of the Jerusalem office.
We do not know the number on this specific instrument.

If we consider the earlier notice, it becomes clear that the four settlements which
are not mentioned in the later notice were not civilian ones, and therefore were not
included later.

On 12 September, 1976, the name of the line was changed into “'Habiq'ah”.

(2)  The Haluza route, based in Beer Sheva (route No. 37). According to the
Public Notice No. 56172, this line was opened on October 5th, 1972. But we have
two earlier official timetables, both from 1971, dealing with route 37 without
mentioning the name (see Tables 2,3). The first timetable, dated September Ist,
1971, states that the line operates after the asphalting of the Revivim road, in
September 1971. The second timetable, dated October Sth of the same year, states
that the name has not yet been decided upon. It is interesting to note that the second
timetable, dated October 5th, is exactly a year earlier than the official opening of the
route. It could be that an attempt was made to open the route then, but for various
reasons the opening was made a year later. On the other hand this could also have
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been a printing error, with the year incorrectly typed as 1971 instead of 1972. In any
case we have evidence that line 37, later called “Haluza”, operated already on
September Ist, 1971. We also know that here, too, until the official handstamp was
received, the line used an instrument from Beer Sheva, which number we do not
know.

(3)  The Shigmim route, based on Ashqelon (route 38). The Public Notice, No.
56/72, mentions that this line opened on October 5th 1972, serving 17 settlements.
Here again we have an official timetable (Table 4), dated August 16th, 1971, with
the number 38 but without any name, detailing 19 names. (The two which do not
appear in the official notice are Bet Raban and Moaza Ezorit Hevel Yavne).

It appears that this line commenced on August 16th, 1971, and as before until the
introduction of the formal *Shigmim" instrument on October 5th, 1972 a
handstamp (unknown number) of the base Ashkelon was used.

These are the facts known to us. We also checked the excellent publication by
Hartwig Danesch of Germany, ““Die Mobilpostaemter der Israelischen Post”’, and
found some differences. Firstly, his numbering (37, 38 and 39 respectively) differs
from the official one. Secondly, “'Biq’'at Ha-Yarden” is listed as having opened on
the official date, i.e., July 14th, 1970. Regarding the Haluza route, he states that the
opening date is August 16th, 1971 | October 5th, 1972, and that until the
introduction of the formal handstamp, ‘‘Beer Sheva 1’ was used. Regarding the
Shigmim line, the date listed is as follows: mid August 1971 | October S5th, 1972. He
says that until the Shigmim instrument was introduced, the “Ashqelon 2"’ handstamp
was used.

DIMINY 012 NPN 2100 oM
63323 N"N 5 pU0 ‘N
NI NIV ININ  150.30-19.00 nino ,03-289012 .50
12980 U 13850 12 MW P YN
NN NNPI NININY BINAT BYVAN
SYPR HAWID M0 93 «
IMPORTA, KA-BE, KOBRA YM1a9N *
KA-BE, Myavn N0y 1m1auN «

KOBRA
19301 NIPATH ,(NMVEN) OONPIN #
(N1359199%) TINON MOUGRABI STAMPS
/9193 A% = NISVYN IMAIN Y » E_"}";;h:'mﬁf;:k,
SN NINY IMAYN 5, Pinsker St.
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Table 1

ANYT - PRI TN AN

(Judea and Samaria — Post Office)

1T NYPA VI INYT 0Nt MY

(Big'at Hayarden TPO time table)

(Valid -} 19.4.70 - qpina
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(Line No.) 40 ‘onap

(Notes) (Leaving) (Arriving) (Km} {Place)
mayn any ynn n'p DR

0900 0 (Jerusalem) orown

1005 1000 46 (Nahal Qaliva) no9p br

1025 1015 14 {Jeriho Police) nyown nry

nYvn non 1030 1028 1 (Jeriho P.O) a7 e
1040 1035 2 (Jeriho Administr.) Ywnn N

1105 1100 17 (Gilgal) 929

1125 1120 15 (Masua) nMwn

1145 1130 5 (Camp Arye) "IN nINn

1210 1205 15 (Argaman) 10N

1240 1235 19 (Camp Berosh) vyna mnn

DINY NPYan 1325 1250 7 (Mehola) n'zinn
mwn noap 1450 1440 71 (Jeriho P.O.) 01 amey
1530 35 (Jerusalem) orowiy

247 Total Kms. n"p >"no
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Table 2

YIW INI D0 WIN L)L T ONRt MY

1971 72nVaTn OYINY 021737 W00 NYOYD MINN

(New TPO timetable, base Beer Seva,

after construction of road Revivim-Zeelim, September, 1971)

(valid from) 1.9.71 ovn qpIina (Line No.) 37 ‘onap
{Notes) (Km} (Leaving) (Arriving) {Place)
mawn n'p any ynn =iplalyl
08.30 (Beer Sheva) yaw 83
8 08.55 08.40 (Hazerim) o»sn
ANIT IIT 14 09.05 09.00 (Zahal) 5"y
37 09.40 09.30 (Nevatim) 0>v2)
75 10.30 10.20 {Mashabe Sade) n1w »anwn
84 10.55 10.40 (Revivim) oraran
109 11.30 11.20 (Zahal) 9 ny
114 11.45 11.35 (Zeelim} Doy
O»InY Npean 122 12.35 11.55 {Gevulot) mya
142 13.10 12.55 {Urim) 0N

174 13.45 (Beer Sheva) yaw N2
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Table 3

(¥2P1 DY0 DY) ¥aW TN Y03 — WTN L)1 DNt MY

{(New TPO timetable — Base Beer Sheva (name not yet fixed))

(Valid from) 5.10.71 o1n apna (Line No.) 37 ‘omp
(Notes) {Km) (Leaving) (Arriving) (Place)
mayn n'p any yIn opnn
08.30 (Beer Sheva) yaw N2
8 08.55 08.40 {Hazerim) o> 8n
ARYT MDD 15 09,0.5 09.00 (Camp Yafe) no> nann
58 10.00 09.50 (Mashabe Sade) n1w »anwn
68 10.25 10.10 1Revivim) o2
93 11.00 10.50 (Zahal) 5y
98 11.15 11.05 (Zeelim) Dyony
DMINY NPUON 106 12.05 11.25 {Gevulot) my?)
1N 227 WY ] 126 12.40 12.25 (Urim) o
DYPOINN ANIT GOIN 168 13.40 13.30 (Nevatim) 0013

178 13.50 (Beer Sheva) yaw N3



1134

Table 4

NYPYR D01 WTN I AINT I 0NN MY

(New TPO route timetable, Base Ashgelon)

(Valid from) 16.8.71 010 qpina (Line No.) 38 .onwp

(Notes) (Km.) (Leaving) (Arriving) (Place)

mawn n'p any yan Dpnn

08.30 (Ashgelon) Nopen

26 08.43 08.33. (Kefar Ahim) o*nx Y92

28 03.57 08.47 {Talme Yehiel) Ynonr mbn

30 09.09 09.01 (Yinon) 179

33 09.19 09.14 200 DVID TNNp

(Coop Hadarom Hanegev)

34 09.27 09.22 (M.E. Yoav) any &0
35.5 09.35 09.30 (Peri Hadarom) oyt »a
39 09.50 09.41 (Kefar Harif) 930 192
43 10.04 09.57 (Mashmia) y»nwn
45 10.10 10.06 (Berurim) o* 112
47 10.24 10.14 (Bene Reem) oxn "3
50 10.40 10.30 (Hazav) a¥n
55 10.52 10.47 (Bene Ayish) w»y "2
59 11.03 10.58 (Neve Evtah) nvan nm
69 11.22 11.10 (Kerem Yavne) ny1» 072
70 11.36 11.26 N33 DD N2

(Yeshivat Kerem Yavne)

71 11.44 11.39 (Bet Raban) y21 n»a

71 11.53 11.48 3> 52N N1

(Moaza Ezorit Hevel Yavne)

74 12.06 11.58 (Kefar Aviv) 27an 193

o*INY NpPUan 79 12.52 12.14 (Benaya) nma

106 13.32 (Ashgelon) y1opwn
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The Green R-Labels of the Official Post of Israel
Supplement I

Klaus Salten, W. Germany

After the publication of the article about green R-labels in HLPH No 37/38 (p.
958) I received several reactions from Israel. Some of them consisted of new
important discoveries which persuaded me that a supplement to the article was

urgently needed.
New Listing of the Labels

It is my Israeli penfriend Dusan Finci of Nahariyya to whom I owe a photocopy
of a green R-label with imprinted name of AFULA (fig. 37). I have always
wondered why little towns or villages, such as Yokne'am, had their own labels but
an important town such as Afula had not. Now we have the proof that there is in fact
such a label.

Fig. 37: The green label AFULA.

Two of my penfriends, Shaul Ladany and Micha Sender, have sent photocopies
which astonished me very much. Beside the “normal” or well-known label of
“BEER SHEVA", written with capital letters only, they found a label written with
small letters ‘‘Beer Sheva” (Fig. 38). It obtains the Cat. No. 10Z in the following
proposed new listing.

Ao R
lr*nwa IxIT . '[buzm_m'
Yzw N2 i D LQ\Qm-:sn SHEVA ?’

49;2333&"" Shava_ ®

A 1313w}

ESIERT:

Fig. 38: Beer Sheva label, written with small letters (left) and a normal Iabel.
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Several circumstances force us to change the listing of the Borek catalogue.
Realizing this, we would prefer a strongly alphabetic order which was not used in
Borek. We prefer to use the same transliteration as is given on the labels themselves.
The new proposed listing follows:

New Borek Place Name New Borek Place Name
No. No. No. No.
5 5  blank 22 23 NAZARETH
6 - AFULA 23 24 Nazerat lllit
7 9 AKKO 24 25 PETAH TIQWA
8 10 ASHDOD 25 20 Qiryat Mal’akhi
9 11 ASHQELON 26 26 RAMAT GAN
10 12 BEER SHEVA 27 27 RAMLA
10Z - Beer Sheva 28 28 REHOVOT
11 13 BET DAGAN 29 7 TEL AVIV
12 14 ELAT 30 29 TIBERIAS
13 15 HADERA 31 30 TIRAT KARMEL
14 8 HAIFA 32 31 YAVNE
15 16 HERZLIYYA 33 32 YOKNE'AM
16 17 HOLON 34 33 ZEFAT
17 6 JERUSALEM 35*% 34 blank
18 18 KEFAR SAVA 36 37 HAIFA
19 19 KEFAR YONA 37 35 JERUSALEM
20 21 Nahariyya 38* 36 TEL AVIV

21 22 NETANYA

* Smaller Labels.

It should be stressed that there are some labels whose names are written in small
letters. Known to me are “Nazerat Illit”’, “Qiryat Mal’akhi”, and ‘“Nahariyya”. But
there is no other town known to me beside Beer Sheva, with both possibilities. 1
would like to see labels of 4 towns (or fotocopies of them): Kefar Yona, Herzliyya,
Tirat Karmel, and Yokne'am. Perhaps there is any among them written with small
letters, too and their english spelling may be different than what was used here.
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Sizes of the Labels

Micha Sender found out that there are two different sizes of the large type (Fig.
39). The difference in this case is of the total height of the label, i.e., refering to the
paper’s size while the sizes I refered to in the article were the measures of the frame
lines. This is the common use. The measure of the paper depends on the cutting
machine and is a matter of chance, which should not be listed in the catalogue.

AW IR WA AR

AP e | oo
Ig ;;ozos 1 I: 2:1069812 1

Fig. 39: Different sizes of paper.

Rouletted Labels
I already presumed the existence of a rouletted HA IFA label. Recently I received
such a label from my friend Yitzhak Onn (Fig. 40). Its Cat. No. will be 141.

'YIWT NI

na'n

el

Fig. 40: Rouletted HAIFA label
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Postal Stationery
This chapter has to be further differentiated.
(1) The Covers of IPS
There are various ‘labels’ imprinted on the IPS covers. In earlier times they used
a ‘label’ measuring 45 X 22 mm in light green and the registration number was

handwritten. These ‘labels’ occure in two versions (Fig. 41):

(a) The Hebrew and Latin names of Tel Aviv-Yafo have changed their places, the
Latin transcription being above the Hebrew one. (b) The other one is nearly the
same ‘label’, but Hebrew and Latin name of T.A. appear in the usual placement,
namely the Latin below. In fact there are some slight differences: Its size is 47 X 23
mm and the form of the letters “R’" and 3" is somewhat different. Also the number
“2007 is smaller, 2 X 5 mm, instead of 3 X 7 mm and the hyphen between
“Aviv-Yafo' in the Hebrew name is shifted to the top of the letters.

‘nwa NI mim IR

200 "ELAVV-aR0 - 290 197" 3137 27 |

R 19 33K N 1 R TEL AVIV.YAFO | m!i

i P25 ]

Fig. 41: Two different early IPS imprinted ‘labels’.

Second, we have a ‘label’ that was shown in the previous article in HLPH,
measuring 110 x 45 mm. We can distinguish two varieties of this type (Fig. 42):

(a) A light green type. The Hebrew and the Latin names of T.A. are written with
slim letters. (b) The other one is a very dark blackish-green type. The Hebrew and
Latin names of T.A. are written with fat letters. Here we find a flaw like a full-stop

behind the Hebrew word “.2n’.

ﬂ MU IRIT ...I MW TINITT
200 TEL AVIV-YAFO 1D'=-37"28 %h 200 TEL AVIV-YAFO 1D -1'aR.2n

Fig. 42: IPS imprinted ‘labels’ with slim letters of T.A. (left) and with thicker
letters. (Reduced).
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Third, we have a label which is similar to the last ones, but in turquoise color. Its
size is 114 x 47 mm and the letters are larger and fatter (Fig. 43, left). The Hebrew
words “DO’AR RISHMI" are written in rounded letters with small distances
between them. In the Hebrew and Latin transcription, we find a hyphen not only
between “AVIV" and “YAFO” (Tel Aviv-Yafo) but also between “TEL” and
“AVIV" (Tel-Aviv), thus reading “Tel-Aviv-Yafo".

1 'hw  IRT
= nwl T :

200  TEL-AVIV - YAFO 19°=3YaR-on
200 TEL-AVIV-YAFQ v - 27aN-Y0

Fig. 43: Two aditional varieties of the IPS imprinted ‘labels’. (Reduced)

Fourth, we have a ‘label’ of 124 X 55 mm (Fig. 43 right), printed in greenish-
grey. Here we have the letter “<" (Resh) on the right side of the label and the Latin
R on the left side. Again we find a hyphen between “Tel” and “Aviv" in both
Hebrew and Latin names. This time the Hyphen between the Hebrew letters is
shifted to the top of the letters. It is remarkable that the vowel *y"" (Vav) is missing
in the word “DO’AR’.

(2) Covers of ZAHAL (IDF)

Three interesting new examples of this kind have been noticed:

(a) An imprinted ‘label’ which has an additional space at the bottom with the
Hebrew inscription “‘acknowledgement of delivery” (Fig. 44). Here we find the
vowel “VAV" in the word DO’AR, which is unusual on Zahal ‘labels’!

‘AW N1
300 0N
) R 1 MR
e\ 7 T Ne 60292 RN INY
b I |
(_)9 . n71°0n MWK 0D

Fig. 44: A Zahal ‘label’ with ““AR"’.
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(b) Another label in turquoise has an additional field below that of the number
“300" (Fig. 45). It is also divided into two parts as the field above it, but the word
“ZAHAL" is missing in the right field. The left field of the third row bears the
legend “identifying number” whereas the right field has the inscription “locality’s
name”’ (both in Hebrew).

YRIWY a0 Ray

w7 NI
360
AT o N oY
R q
166202

Fig. 45: A Zahal ‘label’ with additional fields.

(¢) The third item is again rather surprising, because of its printing colour: It is
printed in red(!) and measures 59 x 29 mm (Fig. 46).

bxaweb n3anm Rawx By
WAX IRT

1956—17wn (W02 TR W) oYvvnt

?:

T'®/3371 U O0'118 N1

RN NY
300 *"n

R N2 181304 % i1

Fig. 46: A red imprinted Zahal ‘Iabel’.
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(3) Other Postal Stationery

What I have called “‘other postal stationery” should preferably and correctly be
named as ‘“‘postal stationery of the Bank of Yisrael”. I have several such covers of
Haifa and T.A.. There is supposed to be a similar ‘label’ of Jerusalem, but I have
not yet seen such a cover. All these covers bear a cachet in Hebrew:
“Acknowledgement of Receipt”.
(a) Tel Aviv ‘labels’: There are green and blue labels. We can distinguish at least
three types of the green labels. First we have a light green variation and second a
greenish-grey one. Both have the number 200" and the Latin “Tel-Aviv Yafo’’ with
a hyphen between “TEL” and “AVIV" but not between “AVIV” and “YAFO".
Third we have a very dark green version with the number ‘202" and without Latin
transliteration (Fig. 47).

meT INIT mYY I
200 N i e 202 3°-3'2X 90
R | ] e
N: 347279 N. 319942
SRR ove"
i11°'0NR T1A'R T 100 711

Fig. 47: T.A. ‘labels’ of Bank Yisrael with and without Latin transliteration.

We can notice at least two types of blue labels (Fig. 48). Both are printed in very
dark blue, nearly black, and have the number *200”. The Hebrew characters are
obviously different. Also one type reads ‘“‘Tel-Aviv-Yafo” and the other reads
“Tel-Aviv-Yaffo’'.

PP IR TRV IRIT

W — 30Ndn 200 !87-3’3R°Yn
200t} Aviv-Yaffo Tel-Aviv - Yafo

Ne 422160 N: 161862

Fig. 48: Two types of Bank Yisrael T.A. ‘labels’ in blue.
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(b) Haifa ‘labels’: There is only one type of Haifa known to me, which has already
been published in the recent HLPH article.

It can be presumed that there are more different types of imprinted R-labels of
IPS, Zahal, and Bank Yisrael. Therefore, I hesitate to list the postal stationery of
Do’ar Rishmi until more material is reported.

The Labels’ Numerators

Examining the registration numbers (numerators) carefully, we can establish that
there are some important differences amongst them.

Most of the labels have five-digit numbers, but we can find some exceptions:
Ashdod, Bet Dagan, Elat, Nahariyya and Zefat have four-digit numbers (see e.g.
Fig. 49). All rouletted labels seem to have a six-digit number (Fig. 50), while
perforated T. A. labels may have both five-digit and six-digit numbers (Fig. 51).

" Vi
{»;1 AWA INIT

i L
N

Fig. 49: A Nahariyya label with four-digit registration number.

"YW TNIT J}_‘ﬂl_"”"’.?

1Z-3'ax 2n

N || SRl

! : awi 200
%I{ @2’;”;“;:;1 RiCEL
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Fig 50: Rouletted labels of T.A., Jerusalem, Haifa and the blank one, with six-digit
registration numbers.
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AW WRIFF AW INIT

mearan i 19238 9n

iy sl

Fig. 51: Preforated T.A. :abels with five-digit and six-digit registration numbers.

*%* High quality material, fully guaranteed
** Worldwide, Holyland and Judaica
*% Clear and accurate descriptions
** Prompt and high quality service
o That’s why we are a leading Auction House in Israel! gl
Members in major stamp associations in the world
TRY US, YOU WILL NEVER REGRET IT!
Free catalogue to serious bidders upon request.
23 Ben Yehuda St, 91036 Jerusalem P.0.B. 3769, [P
Tel. 02-245623, Telex 26144, BXJM IL Ex 7210 §
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* SHORT NOTES AND DISCOVERIES *
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The British Mandate Period

Postal Fee Questions and POW Mail (M. Seigel, Ramat Gan)

Recently we have seen two early 1930 telegrams sent from Hamburg, Germany,
to Jerusalem with the wunusual boxed handstamp CHARGES TO BE
COLLECTED. 26... MILS. The 26’ is of course handwritien. The messages in
both cables concerned commercial shipments. The handstamp on the item illustrated
is in black (Fig. 52) while the second’s marking was in red. Why was the telegram
taxed? Since the sender pays for all transmission charges at the time he presents his
message at the telegraph office, what additional service was requested that merited
the exira charge? We can only surmise that an extra delivery service was involved.
Perhaps the addressee had made special arrangements with the nearest Office of the
Telegraph to be immediately informed, irrespective of the hour of day or night, of
the arrival of any cable, instead of having to wait for normal delivery; in other
words, some sort of “special delivery” of a telegram. Readers comments are invited.

In the course of our philatelic pursuits, many World War 1l POW covers and
cards have been seen originating from German Lager VIIIB. Quartered in that
camp were Palestinian Jews who had been captured while serving in the British
Army. Most of these were volunteers who had fought in the early Western Desert
(Egypt and Libya) Campaigns and who were subsequently sent to Greece in 1940 to
bolster that ally's defense against the Nazi onslaught. As is known, the British effort
Jailed and some thousand odd were captured in Greece or in the disastrous Crete
Campaign that followed. Most mail from this Camp VIIIB are cards of the type
shown in Figure 53 with various German, Egyptian or Palestine censor handstamps.
Since the mail is of POW origin, postage was not required and is never seen on
Lager VIIIB pieces of mail. Also never seen are Holyland arrival postmarks.
However, the card shown in Figure 54 is most unusual as it bears both a handwritten
and a handstemped LUFTPOST as well as a red boxed handstamp *“Taxe
Percue,. .RM 40 Rpf' (with the '40° handwritten). “Taxe Percue here can be
loosely given the meaning FEE PAID or FEE ACCOUNTED FOR.

The 40 pfenning (Rpf) was a surcharge for airmail handling instead of regular
transmission. Since the sender was a POW, no fee was requested either in Germany
or in Tel Aviv when the card was delivered. This is as per the testimony of the
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addressee. The handstamp itself was applied in Germany. It must be surmised that
the card was turned in to a civil Post Office where a clerk applied the handstamp in
question and then passed it on for transit through some neutral country, probably
Turkey. We wonder how the fee of 40 pfenning was calculated since mail service of
the usual type was non-existent because of the War then raging. As to the reason for
the POW specified LUFTPOST, we must believe that he had something very
important to say or shrewdly realized that there was nothing to be lost and perhaps
much fo be gained in time, by specifying AIR MAIL on the card. Another
interesting aspect here is that the sender’s name (lower left corner of the front) is
different on the two cards although they were both obviously sent by the husband of
the addressee. This was nicely explained by Mr. Uri Shalit, who himself had spent
four years as a POW in Lager VIIIB, as follows: Each POW had certain mailing
privileges and some did not fully utilize these. For friendship or favors, they allowed
fellow POWs to use up these privileges by sending mail not in their own names but
in the names of the fellows who had passed on their mail privileges.

While discussing POWs, we offer for study an interesting 4-page document
entitled LETTERS TO PRISONERS OF WAR IN GERMANY AND ITALY
(Fig. 55). The production inforamtion on its back page is 34/G.H.Q.P./5,000/4-41,
Cairo. Apparently after the disastrous Greek Campaign, enough inquiries were
received from the families of the region’s POWs, concerning Post and Parcel
procedures, to warrant the printing of this leaflet. Subjects covered included the
special rules for sending letters and parcels to POWs in Germany and Italy.
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Fig. 53: A typical POW card from German Camps.
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Fig. 54: A POW card with the handstamp ‘‘Taxe Percue..RM (40) Rpf™.
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Letters to Prisoners of ‘War
in Germany and ltaly

1. General Notes.

(a) Letters to prisoners of war should be brief and clearly written,
otherwise they are liable to delay or non-delivery, The address must be
written in dnfk. :

(b} Writers must pe careful to give no information likely to be of
military, political or economical value to the enemy, and they musi he
careful nou lo say anyshing {such asedbuse- against the encmy) dikely 1o
hring about retaliatory action against the recipient.

{¢) No photographs or pictures of any kind may be snclosed.

(d) Letters are conveyed post-Iree.

(e} 1If the sender is a serving soldier he must give his name and rank
(without number or unit) on the back of the envelope; if he or she is a
civilian, he o 'she must put the full address there.

(fy A soldier may put only his name (without any address) in the
letter.

If he desires un answer, he must put ¢fo The Prisoners of War Missing
and Wounderl Bureau, British Red Cross, War Organisation, 9 shariah
Malika Farida, Cairo, as his address at {he head of the letter, and register
his service address with the Bureau. :

2. Special Rules for letters to Prisoners of War in Germany.

(1) Letters for prisoners ol war in Germany, France or Alsace should
be addressed as folows—
I the name of the camp is known:—

Posie (e Prisonnier de Guerre | Franc de Port b

Kriegsgefangenpost ¥, Gebuhrenfrei

(Name) (Ranl) (NOJ. n o
Englischer >

(Name of Camp],
Allemagne (Deutschland),
This address shiould he written not only.on the envelope bhut also on the
letter itself. :

1f the name of the camp is not known, address thusi— .

Poste de Prisonunier de Guerre Frane de Port
Kriegsgefangenpost Gebuhrenfrei .
(Name) ; (Rank) (No.)

Prisonnier de Guerre Britannique en Allemagne aux soins
Jdir Comité International de la Croix Rouge, o

Agence Centrale,
Palais du Conseil General,-
L Geneve, Suisse.

Fig. 55: Part of an instruction booklet about ‘‘Letters to Prisoners of War in
Germany and Italy”’.
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Mandate and British Postal Forms (Arthur M. Hochheiser)

During the period of the Palestine Mandate, the Civil Administration was
furnished with a series of forms for use by its postal system which were necessary for
providing for the various services it had to perform. These forms were designated
with the letters "'P.T.” for Posts (&) Telegraphs. There were many hundreds of such
different forms in use and one can appreciate that they must have been copied from
counterparts in the British Postal System itself.

Shown in Figure 56 is form P.T. 589, here used in 1945 in Palestine. On this
form errors were to be reported in the handling of certain mailed items; small letters,
postcards, large letters, packets, newspapers, parcels. Of incidental interest is the fact
that no printer’s legend is to be found on the form which would have indicated
where the printing was undertaken. Most P.T. forms were printed by firms in
Palestine and had the printer’s legends. However, here the character of the type and
the absence of Hebrew or Arabic texts would seem to indicate that this form was
printed in England.

Further proof of this is found in Figure 57, showing the same form printed for
use in the British Postal System. It is coded according to the British system P. 1126
B. with a printer’s legend (Revd. 100379/28). Note that the texts are almost identical
in both illustrations, with only the references to ‘‘Banker's Letter” below and
“London Offices...” above having been eliminated in Figure 56.

Of major interest to Mandate collectors is the fact that the British form in Figure
57 was used in Palestine in 1929. This was an obvious “Interim’" usage. There is no
way of knowing when the P.T. 589 form itself was first introduced.
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LETTER AND PARCEL POST ERRORS.
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Fig. 56: Form P.T. 589 for reporting errors ir the mailing of letters and parcels.
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Fig. 57: The British Form P. 1126 B. from which the P.T. 589 was copied.
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Some Remarks about the Mandate 7 Mils Postcard
(M.H. Bale, Ilfracombe)

We thought it might be of interest to show the enclosed Mandate 7 mils violet
postcard (Hochheiser PCI0), which is clearly postmarked HAIFA, 15th October
1942 (Fig. 58). It pre-dates the Hochheiser issue date of February 1943 by about
four months*. I feel this is somewhat of a discovery after all this time.

Also enclosed is a photocopy of a similar postcard but with a print Error on
which the last letter in the Hebrew word “PALESTINE” is left with virtually just the
top of the letter appearing (Fig. 59). We have not noticed this Error before.

Fig. 58: Palestine Mandate 7 mils postcard (Hochheiser PC 10),
cancelled ‘Haifa 15 OC 42°.

* Ed Note: Hochheiser’'s ““Additions and Corrections to the Catalogue”, published
in 1988, corrects the year of issue to 1942 (see HLPH # 33/34, P. 804).
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Fig. 59: Printing error — Last letter in Hebrew ‘Palestine’ partly missing.

The Interim Period

An Unrecorded Air Force Cachet on a Flown Cover from Jerusalem
(I. Karpovsky, Hertzliya)

I recently acquired a military letter sent on June 12th, 1948, from an unknown
adress to Leah Goldman at Kibbutz Hamadia (next to Beit She’an). My curiosity
was immediately raised because on the face appears the well-known oval canellation
of the Air Force/Headquarters of the same date, together with the postmark of
Misrad 3 of the 14th (Fig. 60). This reminds me of similar letters handled in the
same way, all of which sent by air from besieged Jerusalem (see Fig. 61 for a similar
example).

However a further, unknown to me, circular cachet is to be found on the back of
the. first letter. This is in violet and has a diameter of 37mm. The Hebrew lettering is
in three lines: the first has the large letters “Heth Aleph” (short for “Hail Avir” —
Air Force). The second has “Mitzpim” — observations, in smaller lettering. The
third, again in large letters, the clear letter “Mem” followed by two unclear ones —
either “Pei’’ or “Beth”. This may well be the Air Force Observations Command or
something similar. On the top left hand corner appears the written word “Marom”,
which was the name of the temporary landing field in Rehavia, Jerusalem, at that
time.
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Following up the facts, 1 managed to trace Leah Goldman who had left the
kibbutz many years ago and is now living near Tel Aviv. She identified the hand
writing as that of a good friend Batya Levinson, who served during the 1948 war in
the Air Force. Being in contact with her, she arranged a meeting where I showed the
letter to Batya. She identified it immediately and clarified aspects which puzzled me.

Batya Levinson, as a member of the Hagana, volunteered to serve in the Air
Force where she was trained as an aircraft spotter. Serving in various parts of the
land she also served in Jerusalem twice during the siege, the first in May to train
other spotters of *‘Marom” field, and the second on the opening of the Burma Road,
when she again trained some spotters in Bait Vagan suberb.

In this way she explained the meaning of the mark, which is first shown here, of
an unrecorded violet cachet of the Air Force Anti-aircraft unit in Jerusalem. Since
the unit was a very small one, it is not surprising that this is the only example known
to date. The letter, hence, was flown from the emergency air strip “Marom” to the
Air Force H.Q. in Tel Aviv, and from there it went on to Hamadia, probably by the
Army Post.

Figure 61
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Responses Concerning the ‘‘Jul 1948’ Errors in the Military

Provisional Datestamp ‘“‘Misrad 5’ (B. Hurwich, Jerusalem)

A number of correspondents have communicated with me in response to my
article A long misunderstood conundrum solved: Errors in certain dates of the
Jerusalem military provisional datestamp, 1948", HLPH # 35 (Summer, 1988) pp
844-7.

All evidence submitted to me in writing and orally has been consistent with my
thesis that the “15 JUL 1948 was in error, as were all provisional datestamps that
contained the letters “JUL". There are examples of three successive days in which
“JUL" appeared, in place of the correct “JUN": “13 JUL”, “14 JUL" and the
above-noted 15 JUL". In a cover sold at auction in Tel Aviv on 13.4.89 there
appeared “15 JUN 1948". This cover suggests that the provisional datestamp was
corrected to “JUN" from “JUL” on that date.

Of special interest is a cover (Fig. 62) in the collection of Siegfried Wuertz of
Saarbruecken. In addition to the “'13 JUL 1948" datestamp in a letter sent by a
soldier from APO 211 (Jerusalem) to Haifa, there appear in the lorwer left -hand
corner two handwritten lines: “‘angek — 18/6” and *‘beantr, 19/6”, abbreviations for
“received June 18 | answered June 19”. I believe that Wuertz has supplied us with
the conclusive evidence that the hypothesis stated in my article is correct.

In the same article I included a table with dates, of the Main Military Post
Offices (“*Basis Aleph™ and “Basis Beth”) and the print style used for the month of
the datestamp. Below is a revised table to show the dates I reported, and earlier dates
discovered. Two observations are worth making as a result: my use of the Misrad 5
serif “VI'" to prove that the date of the cover I reported originally was correct; there
may have neen a second handstamp for “'Basis B" (Haifa), in which a “1.7" (July)
was used, rather than the sans-serif version, the earliest version of which is 4.VII.
Alternatively, a single handstamp may have been converted back to arabic numerals
from serif, and then to sans serif.

Main Military My originally Revised earlier Month print style
P.O, reported earliest date
(Basis) date )

A 28.5.48 - Arabic

A 3.6 - Serif

A 13.7 2,7 Sans-serif

B 4.6 - Arabic

B 21.6 18.6 Serif

B 18.7 4.7 Sans-serif
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Fig. 62: Another date error of the provisional ‘Misrad 5’ handstamp: ‘13 Jjul’
instead of ‘13 Jun’, 1948.

Acknowledgements: I wish to thank especially our members Seigfried Wuertz,
Siegfried Adler and Zvi Alexander for copies of their covers and for their valuable
advice.
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The State of Israel

Late Use of a Palestine Form in Israel (A. M. Hochheiser)

In the bulletin HLPH #19, released in the summer of 1984, [ wrote an article
entitled “Economy Use of Postal Materials”. In the article I pointed out that new
postal administrations often used material of the previous governing authority.
Initially, this was on an ‘Interim’ basis before the new administration could have its
own materials printed. However, in many cases the ‘economy’ basis prevailed and
allowed for extended periods of use into the new administration. I pointed out that
this was especially true of the new State of Israel, which used many Palestine
Mandate forms. I also reported that the latest date that I could find was a postal
form dated February 22, 1954.

Shown in the illustration is an envelope issued by the Palestine Mandate as P.T.
750A (windowed envelope), used in Israel with the name ‘Palestine’ inked out (Fig.
63). This envelope is cancelled August 7, 1955, using a slogan cancellation which
reads “‘Present Your Declaration For Income Tax until August 31, 1955.”

Since this was official mail, no postage was required. The boxed handstamp
reads ““Official Mail | The Post Office | Office of Philatelic Services”.

Keep looking! There's always the chance of finding another philatelic gem not
reported before.

Foreign Press Censorship, 1949 (zvi Alexander, London)

I have recently purchased two similar covers with unusual markings, as shown in
Figure 64.

The covers, addressed o a newspaper in Boston Mass., carry two different
censorship cachets. The large one reading: ‘‘Military Censorship — Foreign Press —
Approved”, with the censor’s signature, and the small one reading: *‘Censor of
Foreign Press, 1.5.1949, No... Tel Aviv"”. The language of the despatch is specified
in manuscript as ‘English’. The reverse of the covers carry the same two cachets and
in addition they carry a red wax seal embossed with the following: ‘“‘Military
censorship, Approved by the Censor’ and the Hebrew letter Tav (Tel Aviv). The
cachets and the wax seal are not listed by Gladstone. The letters left Tel Aviv on the
Ist or the 2nd of May and carry a Bruxelles ‘transit’ postmark of May 3rd.

Several questions arise: Why such an elaborate censorship, both civilian and
military, in May 1949, after the war was almost over and the Armistice agreements
with Egypt and Jordan were already concluded in February and April, respectively!
Why the despatch through Belgium and not directly from Israel? How did the letters
reach Bruxelles and who applied the Belgian stamp? Any information or ideas
would be welcome.
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Fig. 63: Mandate postal form (envelope), P.T. 750A, used in Israel in August 1955!
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Mixed Franking Postage Dues (Andy Katz, U.S.A.)

The October 1984 Issue of The Israel Philatelist contains an article illustrating
taxed covers bearing the first Israeli postage due stamps (Sometimes refered to as
provisional). In the August 1985 Issue, taxed covers with the stamps of the second
issue are illustrated. Rather than continuing a chronological exposition, this short
article illustrates a few rare mixed franking postage due covers, bearing postage due
stamps from more than one issue. It is worth noting that both the first and second
postage dues were in circulation between 18th December, 1949 ( when the second set
was issued) and 30th April, 1950 (when the first set was withdrawn). Similarly, the
second and the third sets were in simultaneous circulation from 30th November,
1952 to 31st May, 1953. In spite of several months of overlap, very few mixed
franking covers are known to exist, possibly because before a new issue was put in
use, the stamps from the previous issue had to be used up.

Figure 65 illustrates a cover mailed from Landsberg-Lech in Germany on
December 15, 1949. As can be easily determined from the partial postmarks, several
stamps had fallen off before arriving at a German international sorting facility.
Being short stamped, the cover was assessed at 26 2/3 centimes as indicated by the
German boxed ‘T’ handstamp. Upon arriving in Israel, this sum was converied to 33
mils (notice the “LESHALEM" handstamp of type 6 — as illustrated in the October
1984 article). The tax was collected on 26th of December. Apparently by that time 20
mil postage due stamp of the first issue (Scott # J4) was no longer available at the
Tel Aviv office. Consequently, the stamps used to collect the tax were 3 mil (J1) and
10 mil (J3) of the first issue, and 20 pruta (J9) of the second issue.

The next cover, depicted in Figure 66, is enigmatic. It is sent from Rehovot to
Givatayim with the addressee crossed out. On superficial observation it seems (o
have been mailed from Tel Aviv bearing 10m in postage (Scott Nos 28 and 18).
Being 10 pr short, it was properly assessed 20 pr tax (double the difference). This fee
was collected through an obsolete 20 pr postage due stamp (Scoit No J4) in
Givatayim. However, the cover was apparently returned to Rehovot and there taxed
again with Scott No J9. This interesting scenario falls apart upon discovering that
both Tel Aviv and Rehovot postmarks are dated January 6, 1952, while the
Givatayim postmark bears the date of January 1. Perhaps an obsolete postage due
stamp (J4) and the Givatayim postmark tying it to the cover had been fraudulanily
added to the cover at some later date.

The cover depicted in Figure 67 is of a clearly commercial nature. Mailed on 14
November, 1952 from Rueil-Malmaison to Asnieris (both in France) where it was
received and backstamped on 16 November. There the address of Mr. D. Smith was
thoroughly crossed out and a hand-written Haifa address was added. An additional
backstamp of 28 December in Haifa testifies to the cover’s arrival in Israel. Because
it bore only French domestic postage, it was assessed 90 pr postage due. The fee was
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Fig. 65: Mixed postage due franking of the Ist and 2nd issues.
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collected with a second issue 50 pr postage due stamp (J11) and a third issue 40 pr
stamp (J16).

Figure 68 depicts a cover franked with 6 pr which was mailed on 30 November,
1952 to a local address in Haifa. Being 24 pr short, it was properly assessed double
the difference — 48 pr postage due (cf. “"LESHALEM” handstamp of type 8). As in
the previous cover, the 40 pr part of the fee was collected with the third issue stamp
J16. The actual tax collected was 50 pr, when a pair of 5 pr stamps from the second
issue (J7) was used.

The last cover (cf. Fig. 69) was mailed on 12 January, 1953 from Paris to Haifa.
It was fined what appears to be 17 centimes postage due upon departing France.
Converted to 56 pr, 55 pr tax was collected in Haifa on 16 January through a mixed
pair of postage due stamps: 5 pr J7 (second issue) and 50 pr J17 (third issue). The
cover actually arrived in Haifa on 15 January, as witnessed by a backstamp (not
shown here). Not a bad turn around time!

Fig. 66: A dubious mixed postage due cover.
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New Cancellations and Post Offices

(Compiled by B. Fixler & I. Nachtigal)

A. Special Cancellations (see also Fig. 70)

20.07.89:

31.07.89:
27.08.89:

01.09.89:
03.09.89:
03.09.89:
03.09.89:
04.09.89:

12.09.89:
13.09.89:

24.09.89:
27.09.89:
03.10.89:

12.10.89:

15.10.89:
15.10.89:

16.10.89:

16.10.89:

“1964-1989 25th anniversary of the National Water Carrier, ‘Mekorot’
Water Comp. Ltd”, Tel Aviv-Yafo.

“40 Years in the Service of Israel’”’, Ben-Gurion Airpori.

“ICOGRADA, 13th Congress 27.8-31.8.1989", Tel Aviv-Yafo

“Israel Philatelists Greet BALPEX 89, Tel Aviv-Yafo.

“Centennial of the Hebrew Language Council”’, Yerushalayim.

“Festivals 5750, Yerushalayim®.

“Rabbi Yehuda Shiomo Hai Alkalai”’, Or Yehuda®.

“Kneset, 1889-1989, Inter-Parliamentary Union, 4-9 September,
London”. Yerushalayim.

“J20 Nahalat Shiva”, Yerushalayim.

“70th Anniversary of the Chamber of Commerce, Tel Aviv — Yafo
1919-1989", Tel Aviv — Yafo. Found also in violet ink.

“30th Anniversary of the Employment Service 1959-1989", Caesarea.
“60th Netanya Anniversary”, Netanya.

“40th Anniversary Haifa Symphony Orchestra, Opening of the 40th
Season”, Haifa.

“National Stamp Exhibition for Youth Philately”, Tel Aviv — Yafo*.

“Judaism in Action — Religious Services Week”, Yerushalayim.

“Tevel 89, National Stamp Exhibition for Youth Philately, Opening
Day”, Tel Aviv-Yafo.

“Tevel 89, National Stamp Exhibition for Youth Philately, Technology
and Computer Day”, Tel Aviv-Yafo.

“The International Conference on Korczak’s Heritage”, Ramat Gan.

* These were used as special postmarks for the F.D. of issue of the corresponding
stamp issues.
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17.10.89:

17.10.89:
17.10.89:

18.10.89:

19.10.89:

19.10.89:
20.10.89:

21.10.89:

23.10.89:

26.10.89

17.11.89:
17.11.89:

FIP Philatelic Day, Journee De La Philatelie, Tag Der Philatelie, Dia De
La Filatelia”, Yerushalayim™.

A Pictorial Postmark with Archeologic Theme, Yerushalayim®.

“Tevel 89, National Stamp Exhibition for Youth Philately, Philatelic
Day” Tel Aviv-Yafo.

“Tevel 89, National Stamp Exhibition for Youth Philately, Hebrew
Language Day”’, Tel Aviv-Yafo.

“Tevel 89, National Stamp Exhibition for Youth Philately, Postal
Authority Day”, Tel Aviv-Yafo.

“The Carmel Rehabilitation Project”, Haifa.

“Tevel 89, National stamp Exhibition for Youth Philately, Trafic and
Road Safety Day”, Tel Aviv-Yafo.

“Tevel 89, National Stamp Exhibition for Youth Philately, Shalom
Ulehitraot”, Tel Aviv-Yafo.

“ESHEL, the Association for the Planning & Development of Services
for the Aged in Israel. ESHEL 20 Years, 1969-1989", Yerushalayim.
“75th JDC Anniversary, 1914-1989, American Jewish Joint Distribution
Committee”’, Yerushalayim.

“With Love, Good Luck, See You Again”, Yerushalayim®.

“Ducks | World Stamp Expo 89", Yerushalayim®.

R. Definitive Canceliations

20.08.89:

04.09.69:
04.09.69:

04.09.89:
04.09.89:
04.09.89:

10.09.89:
17.09.89:

“Hod Ha-Sharon 523 1" new meter machine in Magdiel BPO, Hod
Ha-Sharon™.

“Nahariyya 620 7. New meter machine in Nahariyya post office.
“Kefar Hasidim 621 7”. New meter machine in Kefar Hasidim post
office.

“Akko 622 1". New meter machine in Akko post office.

“Qatsrin 623 1. New meter machine in Qatsrin post office.

“Karmiel 4°. For the new postal agency in 6 Ha-Shoshanim Str. in
Karmiel. The PMK was previosly used at the Karmiel post office.
“Karmiel 7, Karmiel 8”. Additional postmarks in Karmiel post office.
“Metar”, for the postal agency, grade B, opened in Metar. Subscribers
to the Philatelic Service received covers postmarked 18.9.89, without the
Stag emblem.

* “Magdiel” BPO (today a suberb of Hod Ha-Sharon), changed its name to “Hod
Ha-Sharon” BPO on 9 March 1965. Nevertheless, on 25 May, 1989, a wrong meter
cancellation, with the name “Magdiel” was put into use. This was corrected on 20
August, 1989,
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02.10.89: *“Haifa 25", for the new P.A. of grade A in 9 Raoul Wallenberg St.,
Haifa. On the First Day the Stag emblem was used inadvertantly, as this
PMK was a reserve one, already used before.

05.10.89: ““Rishon Leziyyon 5", for the reopening of the postal agency grade A in
88 Herzel Str. The PMK was previosly used at the Rishon Leziyyon
Post Office. Found also in violet ink.

19.11.89:  “Timrat”, for the Postal Agency, grade B, opened in Timrat.

30.11.89:  “Haifa 107", “Haifa 108", “Haifa 109", 'Haifa 110", “Haifa 111", for
the new Branch Post Office, opened in 9 Rav Aluf Mordechai Maklef
St., Check Post.

Remarks and Corrections

22.07.88:  “Yerushalayim 86", additional postmark in Hadasa Hospital B.P.O.
(without the Stag emblem on the F.D.)

(Date Unknown):
“Beer Sheva 4 paye’’, new “paid’ machine cancellation in Beer Sheva
Post Office. This cancellation was not formally announced and we could
not find its First Day. Qur earliest example is from 15.3.89.

27.06.89: “Bat Yam 21", “Bat Yam 22", “Bat Yam 23", “Bat Yam 24". In
HLPH No. 39, it was erroneously stated that these were introduced on
21.6.89.
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R Figure 70

New Stamps and Postal Stationery

The following stamps were issued during the last period:

12.10.89: TEVEL National youth philatelic exhibition (50 Ag). This stamp was
issued in Special Sheets, cf)mprfsfng 8 stamps with tabs and attached
labels.

17.10.89: Philately Day (NIS 1.-); Archaeology in Jerusalem, part of the 7th
definitive series (90 Ag).

17.11.89: Good wishes (Good Luck, See You Again, With Love), 3 non-
denomination stamps for inland letters (50 Ag each, at the present);

Ducks in the Holy Land, Souvenir Sheet comprising 4 stamps (4 X80
Ag, Price NIS 5.-)
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Maximum Cards: On the same date (17.11) 4 Maximum Cards were issued, each
with one of the duck stamps from the sheet, sold for NIS 8.— (the four). Both sides
of one of them are shown in Figure 71.

This is already the second set of Maximum Cards issued by the Post Office. The
first set, of 3 cards, was issued on 5 July, 1988, with the “‘Nature Reserves in the
Negev” set of stamps (which by themselves were issued earlier, on 27 June, 1988).
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A New Phase of the Automatic Mail Sorting in Israel (Z. Shimony,
Jerusalem)

The modern automatic mail sorting by Zip Codes was introduced in Israel in
November 1980 (see articles and notes in HLPH Nos 5,6,8,10). A new phase will
shortly be introduced in which the coding stage will be computer controlled and
letters without the Zip Code will also obtain the Code with the help of the computer.
This innovation will also “‘show its sign” on the mail so processed and will be thus
recorded for postal history.

The following information on the new coding machines was contributed by Mr.
Dan Kantor, the chief engineer of the Tel Aviv main Sorting Center. Each coding
machine, of French made Alcatel, is controlled by a small computer and is operated
by one person. The operator either types the Zip Code of each processed item, if it
appears on the item, or types the address, from which the computer finds the Zip
Code. In both cases, the machine then prints the Zip Code on the item in its coded
form of 24 colored phosphor bars, as in the present system of automatic sorting. The
Arabic numeral, which appears in the present to the left of the bar-code, identifying
the operator, will not appear in the new form. Instead, the new machine will print on
the left of the present group of bars another group of 20 bars which are composed of
5 coded numerals (s. Fig. 72). Here again, each numeral is represented by 4 bars
(starting from the right) according to the code explained in HLPH # 8 (p. 409). In
this group the information recorded is as follows (starting from the right): One
numeral gives the approximate hour of the day (in groups of 3 hours, starting from
midnight), two numerals give the day in the year (modulus 100: i.e. counting 1-99
then 0 for 100, 1 for 101 etc. to 99 for 199, 0 for 200 and so on), and the last two
numerals record the personal number of the operator for control.

At the present, 6 such Coders are installed in Jerusalem, 5 in Tel Aviv, 4 in Haifa
and 1 in Beer Sheva. After typing the Zip Code each machine sorts the mail into
(about) 6 bins, representing major postal zones in Israel and these batches of mail
are then sent according to their destination.

Some of these machines have already been operated experimentally (and
sporadically) since the end of October, but full formal operation will start only in
January, 1990.

A further new phase of automatization is planned for April 1990, when optical
Zip Code readers will be introduced, enabling typed Zip Codes to be read by the
machine automatically!
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Book Reviews

Palestine Postal Forms, British Military Administration 1917-1920
by Dr. Arthur Hochheiser
(Published by the S.I.P. Educational Fund, 25113 Duffield Road, Beachwood,
Ohio 44122. $14 postpaid).

The collections of our Palestine Mandate Philatelists generally consist of either
covers with important postmarks, or frankings, or of the stamps themselves.
However, a few adventurous souls amongst us have directed their interests into fields
heretofore uncatalogued and with a minimum of published references. Arthur
Hochheiser has collected, taught, exhibited and written many articles to acquaint us
with such fields and themes. His latest work provides our collectors and readers with
their first glimpse into the actual operations of the post of the British Military
Administration which governed the Holyland between the years 1917 to 1920. This
period, which commenced with Allenby’s conquest of the Turks, lasted until its
replacement by a Civil Government on 1 July 1920.

Hochheiser has catalogued the Postal and Telegraph Forms, stamped markings,
City and Army dated postmarks and the handstamps of this historical period. In
doing so, he has published almost all of the book’s contents for the first time. To
make the work even more useful for the collector, he has evaluated these rare forms.
Such additional information should always be included in any philatelic reference
for it to be of maximum value and utility. To do so in such uncharted fields as the
subjects included in this publication requires a certain amount of courage as the
material is seldom encountered, unreferenced and there are no other authorities with
whom to consult.

The layout of this 48 page work is excellent and all of the forms themselves are
completely illustrated and described. Also, wherever appropriate, the author has
included explanatory notes pointing out the salient features of many of the
documents. Each form is clearly shown on a separate page resulting in a
comfortable, pleasing and easy-to-use format. Paper, printing and production are all
top quality, as are all SIP Educational Fund publications. In summary, this is a
highly recommended work certain to be an authoritative source for many years to
come.

(Marvin Siegel)
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Regular Postmarks of Israeli Post, 1948-1990 — Part One

by I. Nachtigal and B. Fixler.

(Published by the Philatelic Service, 12 Shderot Yerushalayim, Tel Aviv-Yafo
61080, price NIS 25.— (20.— for P.S. subscribers), not including postage.)

An announcement of the imminent appearance of this book was made about two
years ago in Bulletin No. 31 (Summer 1987), P. 602. Problems, however, arose and
it is only now (with the assistance of the Postal Authority) that this part, the first of
two, has appeared. Part two will include the other postmarks — the slogans and
special postmarks.

The field of the postmarks of Israel from 1948 is not one which has drawn as
much interest as the two previous philatelic periods. This is a great pity, because not
only is it still possible to collect these with some ease, even though there are some
very scarce rarities, but also with a comparatively low cost.

Israel’s postmarks are a fascinating subject. There were temporary usages,
changes in the language make-up, changes in the postmarks themselves, sometimes
for no discernible reason, and also changes deriving from the renewal of a particular
instrument because of damage to the old one. The book covers all of the known
regular postmarks from all of the cities, towns and settlements in a remarkably
comprehensive manner, detailing these from 1948 until the very recent times. Other
than the rather slow publication of some in the German publication “Der Israel
Philatelist”, no other similarly wide assembly of information has, before, been
available. Only the postmarks of Jerusalem have been previously published in
another book.

The two authors, the acknowledged experts in this field, are to be heartily
congratulated on this very excellent reference book. It adds very considerably to the
Postal History knowledge of this area and with part two, which hopefully will not
take quite as long to appear, will cover completely the field of postmarks of Israel.

Two minor criticisms, which do not detract from the value of the book: It is a
pity that the authors did not include a comparative valuation listing. This is a
valuable quide to the relevant rarity of a particular postmark, and would have added
very greatly to the usefulness of the book. It is my opinion that not all of the
detectable variations in certain postmarks have been included here, which leaves
room for some researcher to do further work in the field.

Every postal historian interested in the history of this area should add this book
to his or her library. It is very sincerely to be hoped that by publishing these books
the authors will generate the interest this period deserves and which is still
unfulfilled. The Postal Authority, and particularly the Philatelic Service, should be
congratulated for their help in publishing this important work.

(E. Glassman)
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Poland (Occupied in World War II) and Holocaust 1939-1945

by Edward T. Superson.

(Orders from: Mr. E.T. Superson at Palm Villa, 1850 W. 24th Court, Panama City,
Florida 32405. Cost is $22.50 plus postage and handling of $2.50 [in U.S.A.] or
$5.00 [other countries]).

This reviewer has read many philatelic works but none has made as strong an
impression as has Superson’s superb work. Now in its 6th Edition (after 12
printings), this award-winning philatelic handbook skilfully interweaves history and
philately. All philatelic events and information as well as their historical
backgrounds that occurred within the borders of 1939 Poland are comprehensively
detailed. These include stamps, cancels, overprints, stationery, SOuvenirs,
censorship, forgeries, errors, ghetto, camp, railroad, field and underground post,
etc. All sections are well illustrated and indexed for easy reference.

In the forty seven years since the Wannsee Protocol decided upon and planned
the “final solution of the Jewish question™ various sources have dribbled out
segments of Holocaust Philately, but Superson, for the first time, has presented a
complete philatelic history, as well as a vivid documentation of those diabolical
events.

This work consists of 489 pages and is profusely illustrated with over 1100
photographs. To anyone collecting Poland, Holocaust or World War Il Postal
History or Philately, this publication will certainly prove to be an invaluable
sourcebook. If it has a fault, it is Superson’s comments about the events themselves
and the perfidy and barbarity of the Governments involved. However, when dealing
with subject matters as horrible as those described, it is very difficult to write without
emotion and the appropriate adjectives. Superson knows his subject well as he is an
American Philatelist who found himself in Poland at the outbreak of World War 11.
Thus he was an eye-witness to the collusive German and Russian Occupation.

These days we are witnessing the sad spectacle of Poles and Jews in conflict over
“rights” to commemorate their staggering losses at Auschwitz. Yet, if nothing else,
this book should be read to remind us that the Poles and Jews suffered more than
any others at the hands of the Nazi Government.

(Marvin Siegel)

Member’s Free Advertisements
Every member is entitled to a 3-line free ad, once a year.

Collector Desires any WWI postal History sent from .the Holy Land and Exotic
Forerunners. Jos. Wofchuck, PO Box 104, East Brunswick, N.J. 08816, USA.




1176

SILVANO SORANI

20123 Milano — via Washington, 74 — tel. 0039-2-48.19.116
— ltaly —

PHILATELIC EXPERT SPECIALIZING
IN HOLYLAND PHILATELY

OTHER FIELDS: ltaly — Classic Stamps and Covers of Europe, USA
and Middle East — Postal History — Pre-Adhesive

Letters.

— Rates On Request —

Before sending stamps,
please contact me for mail instructions.

tZ. Galibov & R. Bouscher

World-leading Dealers in the field of
HOLYLAND « PALESTINE - ISRAEL

(with Forerunners, Rarities, Varieties and Collections)

are combining forces to help you build up your collections.
You are invited to visit, view and purchase selected (and
better) items at our comfortable venue in the centre of
London's West End (most leading hotels are close by)
during "STAMP WORLD LONDON 90" Exhibition.

The Time
2nd - 13th May From 9:30am to 4:00pm

The Place

48 Portland Place, London W1N 3DG
For appointment Phone 01-636 4193 (from 6th May 071-636 4193)
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While visiting
Israel don’t forget

to 8 e e u s { o o You
are al ways welcome
and you will not

b e disappointed

We offer you:
» Rare Israeli stamps from all periods
* Postal History of the Holy Land from all
periods: Ottoman period, British Mandate,
Interim period and the State of Israel.
* Judaica Postal History and documents.
*Revenues and other labels of the
Holy Land from all periods.
*Foreign stamps from all countries.
+Single original bulletins of
"The Holy Land Philatelist"
* Big local smile

You are welcome !!

STAMPS CENTER
94 Allenby Rd., Souterrain
P.O.B. 4444, Tel Aviv
Tel. (03) 615755
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With Compliments
n/ind
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Rafa Laboratories Ltd. Jerusalem
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JEWISH ANTIQUITIES
«YASHAN NOSHAN~

€ Mesh Shearim St
JERUSALEM 95229, ISRAEL

Tel. 027271392 271392 o
ANTIQUE & RARE BOOKS Home Address: 11 Hagi St,, Jerosalem, 95262, lstacl. D DNy BED
MANUSCRIFTS., AUTOGRAPHS., DOCUMENTS. TEL 286305 be OMetb BESNEI T 2N0
ANTIQUE RELIGIOUS ARTICLES, .D‘P'ﬂ? :"llﬂ'l"i‘J wheen
JEWISH AKT. ST PIER

JUDAICA, HEBRAICA, JIPTRR2D AR

WE BUY * SELL * TRADE +* * EORA ¥ VIR P

ACT AS AGENTS * APPRAISE ¥ ADVISE ¥ * PN o oW ¥ -p-'\n

DSBS DD DUNSND LR

The first of a series of Catalogues is currently ¢

in preparation, Catalogues will be sent |Iam. MMN DH5W51 :Tr’:?‘? ]DT@

plesse G-d free of charge upon request. ST I’:",

Plwsr Bt o 3557 owmen NPEh N

NAME : Fal's)
FAMILY — = nnEwd
PIRST faph)

ADDRESS : il ghai
STREET No.— - Y
BOROUGH — Epbhbel-af
CITY———  STATE Zip———— e "y
PHONE (Home) ——— (Business) - — (M3 (S oM

1 COLLECT SFIEW LN
(PLEASE DETAIL) — ool

IN the event that you have any items to

offer for SALE or TRADE, we will "Tbnnb W -1.':”5‘7 03> “m DR ID

be glad to be of service to you e noen wynd R
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HOUSE OF

One of the largest selections of
Postal History, Israel (°48-’50), Palestine Mandate,
Interim and Locals, Forerunners,
Judaica, WWI & WWII

ook ek 3 2k Bk e AR N e e ok A R RN KRR R R R F AR

Auction Sales

Send for free catalogue.
“*******%*&*****’5‘****&*****%*%%**%****

P.0.Box 5502, Redwood City, CA 94063, USA. (
| Tel. (415) 366-7589

SOTHEBY'S

FOUNDED 1744

Evaluation and Auction Sales of
Israel and Worldwide Stamps,
Covers and Collections.

For information, catalogues and appointments in Israel contact:

SOTHEBY'S

38 Gordon St. Tel Aviv 63414.
Tel: 03-223822, 246897.
Mon.-Thu. 9:30-17:00, Fri. 9:30-13:00.




1181

NEGEV
HOLYLAND
STAMPS LTD.

We hold three times per year a

HOLYLAND MAIL AUCTION

Our Auction usually contains a comprehensive

range of all aspects of Holy Land Philately
and is priced in U.S, Dollars

Subscription rate to our lavishly produced Auction Catalogues
Is $10 for one year (3 Sales) or $18 for 2 years (6 Sales).

Subscription includes Prices Realized mailed to all subscribers
wilh the next catalogue.

Negev Holyland Stamps

(Incorporating MICHAEL H. BALE) LTD.

P. 0. Box 1 lifracombe, Devon EX34 9BR, England
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Dr. JOSEF WALLACH
PUBLIC AUCTIONS
Israel and foreign stamps & covers « Judaica

P.O.Box 1414 J1.D
Rehovot 76113 mam
Office 08-461010 TN
Private 08-467274 M09

YOUR STAMP DEALER IS

vy DOIUD'JINR

Tel-Aviv, P.O.B. 32120 .7.n ,22ax5nN
Tel. 5610806 .oV
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STAMPS & COINS AUCTIONS
Israel, Postal History, Judaica, Europe etc.
Exchange and Advice!
Catalogue Free!
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Assortment of regular Israeli postmarks, used since 1948
(s. article on p. 1174)
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