Holy Land i
Postal History 4546

OFFICIAL BULLETIN OF THE SOCIETY OF THE
POSTAL HISTORY OF ERETZ-ISRAEL

- POSTAGE DUF, ;{Q_.CE'HTS
NEW vorc, 1t ¥,

1948 ,Nm AYINNA PV -MY NN ANYLIVY 08N NYNM RPN NI NOVYN
AVPAN DY IRYT NT D11 7Y BY NDIPN 1A 1773 ATD NYn Navynn
A rare Minhelet Ha’am cover sent from Haifa to New York in the beginning of
May, 1948. Reaching its destination on 17 June, it was taxed there with US
postage due stamp for insufficient franking (see article on p. 216)

SHHGIC I IO IO ICIOIGIGISIION]

WINTER/SPRING 1991



HOLY LAND POSTAL HISTORY

Official Bulletin of the Society of the Postal History
of Eretz-Israel

Affiliated to the Isracl Philatelic Federation
ISSN 0333-6875

COMMITTEE

Chairman - Dr. Z. Shimony; Vice Chairmen - B. Grosser, H. Muentz
Secretary - Z. Aloni, Treasurer - M. Sondak
Editors - Z. Shimony & E. Glassman
Dr. E. Leibu, Dr. Y. Rimon, J. Shabtai, Y. Tsachor

Editorial Board
E. Glassman, E. Leibu, Y. Rimon, Z. Shimony, M. Siegel

Society annual membership fee: $18 (includes Bulletin by surface mail;

If Bulletin requested by air mail, additional annual fee:
Europe - $4.-, U.S.A. - $6.- (subject to postal rates’ changes)

Back issues available 2-40 at$5,50each (regular issues),
$7.- each (double issues & #32), Index for Vol. I or IT=§3,

Advertisement (price for members):
Full page - $28, half page - $18 per issue.

Discount 10% for a full year ad (4 issues).

All Communications should be addressed to: P.O.B. 10175,
91101 Jerusalem, Israel

Typed by M. Grossman, Jerusalem



CONTENTS

First Issue of Datestamps for the 2nd A.LLF. - D.C. Collyer 203
Palestine Perfins and Non-Perfins — A.M. Hochheiser 211
Taxed Letters during the 1948 Interim Period - 1. Karpovsky 216

Jerusalem Ist and 2nd Issues - How Many Stamps were Printed — Z, Shimony 238
Israel Military Mail: a Proposed New Terminology and Chronology
- B. Hurwich 245

Short Notes and Discoveries
The British Mandate Period

Die-Cut Paper Varieties — A.M. Hochheiser 249
Another “Transposed™ Error - A.M. Hochheiser 251
Taking Parcels from Palestine to Egypt - N. Gladstone & E. Kaplan 255

The Interim Period
An Update on the Termination of the Mandate Postal Services in Safad,

1948 - Y. Rimon 258
Jerusalem Convoy Letters Sent Abroad — Z. Shimony & 1. Karpovsky 259

The State of Israel
The Date of Establishment of the Israel Military Postal Service

- B. Hurwich 264
How to Make a Franking of NIS 2.35 - N. Shereshevsky 267

General News

New Cancellations and Post Offices 275
New Stamps 278
Updated List of the Klussendorf Postage Labels — N. Shereshevsky 279
Book Review 280
Holy Land Auctions” Realizations 281
Advertisements 282

Congratulations to our Members: Dr Edi Leibu - for the 1990 Dr. Hoexter Medal
(I.P.F.), Messrs B. Fixler and I. Nachtigal - for the 1990 *“Best Philatelist” Award of
the I.LP.F., Mr Norman Collins - for the 1990 Dr Hoexter Medal (S.V.I.Ph).



202

91 NOM
YAIND-IT D93 NN
PNY - HRIWY
273900 ,M0N In
249.—1.10.1991

UNV0I .0
91 naMm” AN nMYn e

DR T HIh

P19 RN MINRND MANNVAL TN "91 nON” MR D920 NNIYPN
DM PPN VRN NMUPNN TV MONN

oY 12199 NINYYIA NN DIRIAN NMAY Y NINIRNAN PINT PWAND ANIPYNN T
DYPA DYN NPARY DRI 1R ORIWHIRDI MTNRNM RN MV - IRITH MV
ISR IMIRYTIT YN

80073 N2 AN NANIV (ANMI) NP MN7]2 N2 YU MADN Y02 TN NP
NRY PN DNRNY IRPY MDD 10073 .00 IR )MIRY 1NN 21 mon
JDADIR 20N NR 191IYNY INYY DNNAN DADRIY MNP

MY HIN DIADRN 27N NR 1NIYN MR PR DP¥NN 939 INYRN HNRA IR
.12 DMPann PIRD

HAIFA 91

BINATIONAL
STAMP EXHIBITION
ISRAEL - POLAND



203

First Issue of Datestamps for the 2nd A.I.F.*
David €. Collyer, Australia

It is hoped that the following material and discussion will stimulate comments
on the origin and use of the first issue of datestamps used by the 2nd
AIF in the Middle East. This material has been under assessment for some time
and it is now felt that comment should be sought from philatelists and postal
historians interested in this area.

The traditional view of these datestamps was propounded originally by H.S.
Porter in the **Australian Stamp Monthly”, 1946-47, which was reprinted with some
amendments in the same journal between January and December 1958. Over the
years this view has been supported by P.M. Rock, 1971 and P. Collas, 1977.
When No. | AIF Base Postal Unit, with 6 Div. Postal Unit, reached Palestine
on 13 February 1940 it carried with it a group of 20 datestamps:

Army PO AM 1 2nd Bde HQ PO P 2
Army PO AP | 3rd Bde HQ PO P 3
Army PO AW 1 Railhead PO RM 1

Base PO BW 1 Railhead PO RW 1

Div DQ PO DM 1 Div Supply HQ PO SM 1
Div HW PO DW | Div Supply HQ PO SP 1
Ist Bge HQ PO M 1 Div supply HQ PO SW 1
2nd Bde HQ PO M 2 Ist Bge HQ PO W 1

3rd Bde HQ PO M 3 2nd Bde HQ PO W 2

Ist Bge HQ PO P I 3rd Bde HQ PO W 3

Archival research and oral history work, carried out by workers in Melbourne, has
come across some material that raises questions regarding this interpretation. This
material will be shown as Appendices A-D*%,
Appendix A from Quartermaster General to ‘Austair’ and dated 4 January 1940
asks two questions:—
—  Will the British supply postal stationery?
- Will the British Base Post Office accept mail from Australians for despatch
to Australia?
It is understood that the term ‘stationery’ refers to forms, invoices and other
documents required for the functioning of a Field Post Office, and not ‘imprinted’
postal stationery, as known by philatelists.

* Reprinted from the Bulletin of The Australian Commonwealth Collectors Club of N.S.W.,
August 1988,

** These original documents, shown in the Appendices of the original Australian article, are
not reproduced here in HLPH.
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Appendix B is the reply to Appendix A. The message makes three points:
-~ The British will supply stores and stationery.
~ Postage is to be the prevailing rates in the country of despatch.
- When a British Post Office bulk forwarding centre is established, the
Australian Postal Unit may send its mail through that centre. This implies
some other arrangement may have existed at that time.

The addressee of Appendix B, Air Board Melbourne, from A.L.O. (Army Liaison
Officer) Air Ministry, helps in explaining the ‘Austair’ referred to in Appendix
A. It would appear that ‘Austair” was an RAAF Liaison Officer in the Middle
East. This implies that in early January 1940, there was no Army equivalent in that
area.

Appendix C dated 16 January 1940 from Quartermaster General to ‘MILPAL’
and for Brigadier Morris makes the following points:

- Free postage i1s approved on letters up to 4 ounces.

—  Other rates have to be prepaid.

- Letters required the imprint of an FPO datestamp.

—  British will supply Post Office equipment and stationery.
Brigadier Morris was Basil M. Morris, who later rose to the rank of Major
General. He served in the First AIF, was commanding Officer of the Advance
Party of the AIF which left Australia on the ‘Strathallan’ on 15 December 1939.
As Commandant of Aust. Overseas Base 1940 he was located in Jerusalem whilst
the training camps for the 2nd AIF were located around Gaza. Later in his
career he was Australian Military Liasion Officer in India 1940-1, Commandant
8 Military District (Papua) 1941-2, Commander New Guinea Force 1942 and
Commander ANFAU 1942-6.

The introduction of free postage on letters up to 4 ounces was in line
with the Postal Rates (Defence Forces) Act of November 1939. This message
confirms the point made in Appendix B that the British were prepared to supply
post office equipment and stationery.

Appendix D is a review of postal despatches from Base Post Office BW. 1 for
February and March 1940, the first two months the 2nd AIF was based in
Palestine. Serial No. | was sent on Saturday 22 February 1940, whilst serial Nos.
6-8 were sent on consecutive Sundays, March 2, 9 and 16.

Using the above, and other data, the researchers made the following comments:-
1) From 14 February to 13 October 1940 AIF troops were concentrated in

Palestine. The Postal Section of the Overseas Base operating the Base Post Office
comprised | Officer and 9 other ranks, total 10 men. The 6 Aust. Division
Postal Unit comprised 1 Officer and 17 other ranks, totalling 18 men. The
first postal administrative officer, NX 390 Major C.J. Fletcher, arrived by



205

air on | August 1940 and was appointed DAD HQ 1 Aust. Corps. This
would give a spread of 20 datestamps between 28 men.

2) No identical Australian manufactured datestamp was duplicated.

3) The second series of datestamps inscribed ‘Aust Base P.O. 1-4" and ‘AlIF
Field PO 5-16 and 21-24" were issued in the Middle East in July 1941.
Numbers 17-21 of this series were in use in Malaya from February 1941.

4) The datestamps detailed above are the only ones that can be traced as
being made in Australia, and then sent out to the Middle East and
Malaya.

Appendices A,B,C show that the Quartermaster General - Q Branch - was the

administrative body looking after the APS, at least in 1940. The distribution list

of Appendix B — Chief of General Staff, Adjutant General, Quartermaster General,
and Major General of Ordance — shows that each of the major administrative
branches was kept informed in regard the APS. It is probable however, that only the

Adjutant General and the Quartermaster General were involved at any given time.

Appendix C illustrates that in Palestine in January 1940 the Australian Overseas

Base was controlling postal matters.

Appendix D indicates that the first despatch of mail through the Australian Base
Post Office? occurred on 22 February 1940. The advance party of the 2nd AIF left
Sydney aboard the ‘Strathallen” on 15 December 1939, and arrived at Port Said on
7 January 1940. There was no postal representative in the advance party. The first
convoy of the 2nd AIF left Sydney on 9 January 1940 and the 6,600 troops
arrived at camps in Southern Palestine from 13 February onwards. This convoy
transported 6 Aust. Division units including 16 Bde., Reconnaissance Regiment,
2/1 Aust General Hospital and detatchments of other units including the postal
section of the Overseas Base and the 6th Division Postal Unit.

Given that the Overseas Base brought the first issue of datestamps with it from
Australia, why is there a gap of greater than 7 days between the arrival of the troops
and the first despatch of mail from the Base Post Office? Mail is known from the first
convoy but it bears cachets from the transports, not datestamps.

A second convoy transporting the 17 Brigade left Melbourne on 15 April
1940 and arrived at Suez on 17 May 1940. A third convoy left Fremantle on
15 May carrying the 18 Brigade, but was diverted to England arriving at Clyde on
16 June 1940.

Anyone who has ever looked at the makeup of the Divisions of the 2nd
AIF in the Middle East would be struck by the apparent ‘ad hoc’ composition.
The force decided upon in September 1939 called for a single Division. Australian
Military Practice of the time followed the lines of the British Army and the First
AIF in WW 1. Each Division consisted of 3 Brigades which in turn consisted
of 4 Battalions. In January 1940 the Australian Government agreed to the formation
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of a second Division for the 2nd AIF. At this time it was decided to follow
the then British practice and have each Brigade donsisting of 3 Battalions.

The significance of this organisational structure is that the first series of
datestamps used the 3 Brigade sequence. It can also be seen that the sequence was
based on a single division. As the Brigade datestamps sequence is based on 3
times 3 grid using letters and numbers, it may well be that these datestamps
were produced after the decision was made to use 3-battalion Brigades instead of
4-battalion Brigades.

With regard to the datestamps of the 2nd AIF, the coding used on this first issue is
unique. In some ways it appears to follow the system developed by the British in WW I
and used by the First AIF, where the letters specify the function of the unit and
the numbers its numeric order within the command. In WW II the Divisional
level would have been served by datestamps inscribed *“Brigade”, “Divisional HQ"
and “Divisional Supply HQ™. “Railhead” Post Offices had a function in the
Army postal service of British Army in France in WW I, but had little relevance
to the MLE. at the beginning of WW II. The Army Post Office datestamps would
have functioned similar to Lines of Communication catering for units between
Base and operational forces. The Base Post Office was the funnel through which
mail moved in and out.

The timing of the introduction of the letter-numeral series of datestamps is
interesting. As the series was developed for a Divisional basis one would expect its
introduction to occur over a short time. There appears to be two periods: February
and April 1940 plus September 1940 to January 1941,

Year Month Datestamps introduced

1940 February BW.I, M.1, RM.I, SM.1
1940 April SP.1

1940 September DM.1

1940 October AP.1, AW.1, M.2, P.3, DW.I1
1940 November P.1, RW.I, W.3

1940 December M.3, P.2, W.1, W.2

1941 January SW.1

The February period covers the Australian Overseas Base and the 16th Brigade,
and the April period covers the 17 Brigade. The September 1940 to January 1941
period covers the arrival of the 7th and 9th Aust. Divisions, and the est;ablishmcnl
of 1 Aust Corps and the Lines of Communication units. The break in distribution
may indicate that the datestamps in the later distributions arrived close to the time
they were issued. It is equally possible that they had been held since February 1940,

One may ask where was this series of datestamps made, and by whom.
The evidence available is fragmentary and at times analogy is reverted to. The
work of R. Tobin on the datestamps of NSW shows that from the early
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1930°s the majority of contracts for the manufacture of postal datestamps was awarded
on a Commonwealth basis to H.C. Horton of 717 Dandenong Road, Malvern
SE.4 Melbourne. Tobin notes that until late 1938 the diameter of datestamp
blanks varied from 29.5 to 31 mm, which coincides with the first issue of datestamps
for the 2nd AIF. After 1938 the size varied between 29.5 to 30.5 which coincides
with the diameters of the second issue of datestamps for the 2nd AIF:

[ssue  Diameter Datestamps

| 295 mm P.2
30 mm AM.1, AP.1, M.3, P.3, RM.1, RW.1, SP.1
30.5 mm  AW.l, BW.l (A&B). DM.1, M.2, SM.1, W.I(B), W.2, W.3
31 mm BW.1(C), M.1, P.1, SW.1, W.1(A)

2 29.5 mm ABPO 4, AIF FPO 5,6,15,24
30 mm ABPO 1,2,3, AIF FPO 7,8,9,10,11(A),12,13,14,21,22.23
30.5 mm AIF FPO 11(B), 16

Independent archival research has located only one reference in the Commonwealth
Gazette regarding the manufacture of postal datestamps for the Army. This work
has been included to show how the tender system worked and thus what
may exist in regard the first series of datestamps. It would apear that the tender
was for ‘O’ series of datestamps, the third series which were first issued in late
1941 and early 1942. This work illustrates that tenders were called for this type of
work,

In the Commonwealth Gazette of 7 August 1941, tenders were invited
for the supply of ‘Hand Postmarkers, Army Pattern, C3454, which closed
at 3p.m. on 14 August 1941. The issue of 2 October 1941, announced the
awarding of contract No. 4541 to H.C. Horton, 717 Dandenong Road, Malvern,
S.E.4, Victoria - schedule C 3554, ... 412/10/-, Victoria. The letter ‘C’ in
the tender number denotes the tender was called for by the Commonwealth
Government. Horton had been awarded a normal Post Office datestamp contract
on | July 1941. The calling of a separate tender one month later may be
regarded as an emergency measure. The ‘Army Pattern’ specification implies
that the datestamps were for use by the Army in places not controlled by
the PMG’s Department, therefore, most likely for overseas use. The inclusion
of “Victoria’ at the end of the announcement is taken to mean that the datestamps
were for delivery in Victoria, where Army Headquarters was located.

The concept of duplicate stamps was first put forward by H.S. Porter in
1946. He noted that: “On all the three Base PO datestamps the inscription
at the bottom BW.l1 and they can only be distinguished by slight differences
in the size and distribution of the lettering, inseparable from hand engraving.”
This was extended in later work to show that each of the datestamps in
the first and second series was duplicated. Besides BW.l, W.l appears in
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two diameters, 3lmm and 30.5mm. In the second series of datestamps AIF FPO
11 also appears in two diameters, 30mm and 30.5mm. It would appear that in
each case different diameter blanks were engraved separately. Proving the case
for duplication of design requires a large sample of each of the datestamps,
something few collectors would have access to. Accepting duplicated datestamps
would mean that the first series of 20 datestamps would become 41 datestamps
and the second series of 20 datestamps would become 40. In the Australian
Civil Postal Service, duplicate datestamps or reserve datestamps made up were not
kept. The situation in the AIF could well have been different as the contractor could
not readily be called on to provide repairs or new datestamps.

Comparisons with other types of datestamps used in the Middle East at the time,
show that the First and Second series of AIF datestamps are of different origin.
Whilst the Palestine Post Office used a ring datestamps, it was built up from
loose type. The date is inserted type unlike the AIF series which had a revolving
date wheel. The British military datestamp were normally double ring and a smaller
diameter. The Egyptian datestamps used a central revolving date, but the design
was divided into three horizontal segments.

NZ forces were equipped with two basic types of datestamps which did contain a
revolving date wheel. Unlike their Australian counterparts, these also contained an
additional wheel for the hour which appears after the year wheels.

The first of these types were taken to Egypt engraved and inscribed NZ/FPO
1 (9 MR 40) and NZ/FPO 2 (3 MR 41) in Egypt. Of the ‘KW’ series,
KW and KW.1 were obtained in Egypt. The rest of the series, commencing with
KW.2, came from NZ as unengraved blanks, and were engraved in Egypt.

The NZ datestamp with the most resemblance to Australian types is the ‘J’ class
datestamp engraved ‘-~ N.Z. Army - Base Post Office —. It was proofed in NZ on
4 January 1940 and is first known to be used in Egypt on 22 February 1940.
The engraving format and style is different from Australian datestamps of the
period.

The origins of the second series of AIF datestamps can be documented, On
26 July 1940, the Directory Army Postal Service, was asked by the A.D. Posts
Headquarters AIF (M.E.), to arrange for the following War Equipment Tables for
Base and Field Units. These included:-

“Postmarkers, revolving steel - Admin HQ Postal 6
- Corps Postal Unit 4
- Divisional Postal Units (3) 15 (5 each)

The engraving to include serial numbers [-25.7%x

** This material is taken from ‘War Diary Administrative HQ AIF Postal Unit’, 3/40 to 9/40
(AWM 52 17/1/85). Some researchers have queried this reference as A.D. Posts HQ
(M.E.) was not in existance in July 1940. As a War Diary is an official document,
either the original writer was given an incorrect unit designation, or the title has been
incorrectly transcribed later,
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This directive seems to be based on 3 Divisions — 6 Division, 7 Division, 9
Division. The & Division went to Malaya in February 1941 and its datestamps
went with it. Commencing on 29 January 1941, Camp Post Offices in Palestine
were given numbers instead of names for security reasons. This process was
extended throughout the AIF in the Middle East by April 1941, In the War
Diary of the Assistant Director Postal Services Headquarters AIF Middle East
for 4 June 1941, the entry notes that steel revolving postmarkers had been
received from Australia. Instructions were given for the return of some datestamps
then in use, and for the distribution of datestamps Aust. Base PO 1-4 and
AIF Field PO 5-15 plus 21-24. The new postmarkers were to be forwarded
from the Headqurters on 5 July 1941, and brought into operation on 15 July
1941.

Appendices A & B cover the period prior to the arrival of the AIF Advance
Party. It would appear that the Air Board handled communications to the Middle
East prior to the arrival of the AIF Advance Party. Appendix C shows that
the situation changes once the AIF Advance Party arrives and communications
are directed to Brigadier Morris. The crux of this evidence in regard the
provision of the first series of datestamps to the 2nd AIF is the meaning
of:-

Appendix A - “...supply Australian Overseas Base and Field Post Offices
with postal equipment.”

Appendix B - “...will supply stores and stationery for Australian Post
Service.”

Appendix C - “..will supply Post Office equipment and stationery
required.”

Does ‘Postal equipment’ or ‘Post Office equipment’ imply the provision of
datestamps? It is likely that the AIF would not bring bulky postal equipment with it
from Australia if similar equipment could be acquired in the Middle East.

It would be much appreciated if anyone would like to comment as to why there
was a delay in distributing the second series of datestamps.
Conclusion: Data from archival sources may require a re-assessment of the first issue
of datestamps used by the 2nd AIF. Whilst there is no direct evidence to their
manufacture, they seem to be of Australian origin. The format, layout and
engraving conforms to Australian standards of the period. If they arrived with the
First Convoy in February 1940, they needed to have been made some time before it
was decided the Brigade numbers of the force start at 16 which would have been
between September 1939 and early January 1940. Their coding is unique amongst
the datestamps of the 2nd AIF, and may go back to WW I. An understanding
of the structure of the AIF in the Middle East is useful in comprehending
the distribution of these datestamps.

Comment on points raised in this article would be greatly appreciated.
Acknowledgements: This paper was based on material submitted by R.T. Macafee.
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Mr. Macafee served with the Army Postal Service during World War II and
over the years has been conducting reseach in this area.

Thanks to R.W. Stern and K.S. Sheard for commenting on the draft and
making their experience available in regard both the military side and aspects of
forces postal history.

This manuscript could not have been completed without the assistance of Mrs.
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Palestine Perfins and Non-Perfins
olhor M. Hochheiser, Lodi

“Perfin” is an acronym composed of the first four letters of the word ““Perforated”
and the first two letters of the word “Initial”. For convenience, the letter “S™ is
added making the word “Perfins™ as it is usually found in the plural.

In philately, the term is used for one or a series of punched out holes on stamps
not involving the outer perforations. Such stamps are variously termed ““Branded
Stamps™, “Punchies”, “Punch Perforated”, “Punctured” and “Spifs” (the last
an acronym for Stamps Perforated with Initials of Forms and Societies or
Stamps Perforated for Insurance against Fraud).

There are two major uses for perfins. The first use is to indicate a variety of
Postal Administration usages. Such devices have been used on stamps as far
back as 1854 when single holes were used on the stamps of Western Australia
to indicate official postage stamps. In 1882, stamps of British Guinea were
perforated “Specimen” as a precaution against fraud on its revenue stamps by
forgery. Beginning in 1888, issues of Tunisia were perforated with the letter
“T> signifying “postage due”. In the following year, 1889, Spain used the single
perforation hole to designate that the stamps had been telegraphically used. In 1917,
Argentina perforated holes on stamps forming part of the word “Inutilizado”,
signifying that the stamps had been cancelled by the perforations in payment of
postage on the bulk mailing of newspapers. To this list must be added the
“PG™ perfin found on the 1921 issue of Palestine. This stands for Palestine
Government. the major official use of the “specimen” perfin was by many
countries of the world at the behest of the Universal Postal Union (UPU)
to be distributed to the other member countries as examples of their postage
stamps for indentification purposes.

The second major use of perfins was for private application, but with official
sanction, as a protection against pilferage. This was well before the use of postage
meters, in popular use today as a guard against the stealing of stamps. Such use was
first authorized in Great Britain in 1868 and later in the United States in 1908.
Such private perforations are to be found on the stamps of well over 100
countries.

During the Palestine Mandate, both types of perfins were in use. The first was
authorized for official usage and the second was authorized for private usage.
The Paletsine perfins are listed here.

(1) Figure 1 shows the “PG” perfin which stands for Palestine Government. This
perfin is extremely rare and only one copy has been reported in the literature. It
is found on the 2 milliemes stamp of the London I Issue released in 1921. It
is not clear what the intent was of the Postal Administration in introducing this
perfin. Whether it was to be used for “Official” postage or as a design
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against the theft of its stamps at its own agencies is not known. For technical
reasons relating to the means of applying the perforation, this perfin was not put
into general use.

(2) Figure 2 shows the straight line “specimen” perfin. This appears vertically
on the 4, 7, 8, 13, and 15 mil values, and horizontally on the 250 and
500 mil and 1 pound values. All of these stamps are of the Pictorial
Issue and represent the reissues with a change of color, and the new 15 mil
value (1932), or the new high values (1942). The purpose of these “‘specimen”
perfins was for identification to be distributed to the other member countries of the
UPU.

(3) Figure 3 shows the arc “*specimen’ perfin found only on the 6 mil value of
the PD III Issue released in 1933. Other values of this set were overprinted
“specimen”. The purpose was for identification as described above.

L N Y R Iy

Figure 1 Figure 2 Figure 3

(4) Figure 4 shows the “KKL™ perfin. These are the initials of the Hebrew
words Keren Kayemet L’Israel (Jewish National Fund). They arc known in
four positions: correct upright, inverted upright, turned right to left upright
and inverted. These are known on several values of both the London II and
Pictorial Issues. These were authorized by the government, clearly for anti-theft
purposes.

(5) Figure 5 shows the “APC” perfin. These are the initials of the Anglo
Palestine Company. They are found on the London I Issue and on many
values of the London Il and Pictorial Issues in eight different positions. These
were government authorized for anti-theft purposes.

A full listing of the “KKL” and “APC” perfins may be found in the Bale
Palestine catalogue. So much for the reported Palestine Perfins.

Figure 5
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While this full discussion has not been previously covered in the Holy
Land literature, in itself it would not contain the unreported material required
for a separate article on this subject. Recently at a meeting of the Palestine
Study Group of the Central Jeresy Chapter of The Society of Israel Philatelists
(SIP), one of the newer members brought in a group of stamps (Figure
6) which contained perfin(?)-like perforations. These stamps were all 7 mil
pictorials with both the rose and violet colors. None of the more experienced
members could offer an explanation. However, on reflection, one of our group
remembered seeing a 1928 bank check (Figure 7, the back and the front) with
identical perfin(?)-like perforations. Closer examination showed that the perfin(?)-
like perforations in Figure 6 were part of a two-line machine punch with the
word “PAID” and a “DATE” below. This was obviously applied by one of the
banks, having authorized payment on the check. Of particular interest in Figure
7 is that the machine punch goes through the 7 mil stamp. The stamp was
applied in Palestine in payment of one of the special taxes authorized by the
government. It was only coincidental that the machine punch went through
the stamp here as it did in all the stamps shown in Figure 6. Figure 8 shows
another 1921 check (front and back) wherein a similar machine punch of different
size letters and numbers is clea: of the OPDA revenue stamp. In both cases, the stamp
has been cancelled by a handstamp as required by authorities.

L. | .
Figure 6

Two other interesting observations are evident. First, not all checks seen have a
stamp applied in payment of the tax. There must have been some alternative
method of paying the tax. Second, some stamps, off paper, have been seen
with machine punch letters or numbers different in size from those illustrated
in Figures 7 and 8.

So, do we have another Palestine Perfin? Obviously not!
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Figure 8(b)

I would like to thank Dr. Barry Elkins, Earl Kaplan and Nathan Zankel for

lending some of the material shown in this article.

[ would like to point out that some of the information discussed in this article
was taken from the text “*Fundamentals of Philately” by L.N. and M. Williams, a

publication of the American Philatelic Society.
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Israel and Worldwide Stamps,
Covers and Collections.

For information, catalogues and appointments in Israel contact:

SOTHEBY'S

38 Gordon St Tel Aviv 63414,
Tel: 03-223822, 246897.
Mon.-Thu. 9:30-17:00, Fri. 9:30-13:00.
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Taxed Letters During the 1948 Interim Period
I. Kaprovsty, Hewyliye

This article deals with that period between the ending of the British
Mandate in Palestine and the issue of the first Postage Due stamps of
the new State of Israel. This was an extremely short period - in fact
between the end of April and the beginning of June, 1948. As a result
the material under discussion is very rare, varied, very improvised: in brief
it illustrates very clearly the situation of that time.

Apart from the Post Offices of Haifa and Tel Aviv, which closed on May 5th,
all other branches in Palestine closed at the end of April. The last Mandate Postal
Bulletin (No. 53, of April 13) states that branches would close at the end of
the month. However not all of the branches so acted: for example that of Safad
closed about February 28th, and those in Jerusalem about April 26th.

Very few taxed letters are known from the end of the Mandate period.
An example of one is shown in Fig. 9, from Rishon Lezion, sent on April
25th to which was afixed a KKL stamp and was thus taxed 20mils (Mandate
P.D.), together with the known “To Pay 20 mils’ cachet.

Fig. 9: A late Mandate period taxed cover, “franked” with 2 KKI, label on
April 25, 1948.
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The period under discussion can be generally divided into two parts: the
first that of the first half of May, the Minhelet Ha’am period, and the second
that which could be called the “Early Israeli period” until the beginning of
June. Not always are we able to distinguish between these periods, as will
be seen later.

(a) The Minhelet Ha’am Period.
By order of the National Committee of the Community of Israel of April 25th, the
Post Office branches in the country - some 80 in number - were to open on May
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Fig. 10: An unfranked letter from besieged Jerusalem, taxed with Mandate P.D.
stamps by Minkelet Ha’am, Petah Tikva.
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Ist, to operate temporarily until the establishment of the State on May 15th.
Since the 1st fell on a Saturday, most of the branches opened on Sunday, May 2nd,
and closed on Friday the 14th. The Post Offices thus operated for some 13 days
(including one Saturday). Taxed letters of this period also cover those arcas
where the Minhelelt Ha’am stamps were accepted as legal tender after May
I15th - until the 22nd in most of the country, and in both Tel Awviv and
Jerusalem (then under siege) even later.

In the above mentioned notice the National Committee added a special paragraph
(No. 14), requiring the continuation of the Mandate regulations concerning
the taxintg of letters according to the accepted cariteria (double the missing
amount):

“.Letters on which postage was not paid as per tariff’ will be delivered
against pavment of tax as per the present regulations. Such letters should be
marked in red “TO PAY .. MILS" before they are handed over to
postmen. The due tax will be collected by the affixing of Hebrew stamps
for the necessary amount. The stamps should be cancelled by the provisional
handstamp”.

Several examples are described. The first shown here (Fig. 10) is one taxed in Petah
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Fig. 11: A Minhelet Ha’am taxed postcard - franked by illegal 10 mil KKL label
(unoverprinted), tax collected by two same stamps (made legal by ‘Doar’
overprint) cancelled “T" for ‘Tax’.
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Tikva. This is of special interest in that it is virtually the only known taxed letter
definitely illustrating the transition between the Mandate and Minhelet Ha’am
periods. The letter was sent from Jerusalem on the date of the beginning
of the siege - April 20th. It was sent by a policeman and hence was
not stamped. Because of the siege it arrived in Petah Tikva at the beginning
of May. The Minhelet Ha’am postal authorities refused to accept the status of
the letter and fined it 20 mils, using Mandate Tax stamps left behind, which
were still officially usable. These stamps were cencelled using the Minhelelt Ha’am
canceller.

Of the very few examples known from this period most are from the Post Offices
in Tel Aviv. The stamp used for such taxation was generally the blue 10
mil KKL Weizmann stamp. The classic example of the use of this stamp is
shown in Fluri’s book, page 29 (shown here as Fig. 11). He adds: “Franked
with the KK1 Weizmann blue 10 mil label without ‘Doar’ overprint. As a penalty
two similar stamps with ‘Doar’ overprint were aflixed and cancelled with the large
‘T” tax mark”. Fig. 12 shows a similar cancel on a letter which used the KKL
Tchernichowsky label as postage, and which was taxed using the Weizmann stamps.

Fig. 12: A Minhelet Ha’am taxed postcard — franked by illegal 10 mil KKL
Tchernichowsky label (unoverprinted), tax collected by two Weizmann stamps
with Doar overprint, cancelled “T” for ‘Tax’.



]

220 |

An extremely interesting and rare example is the flown cover from besieged
Gush Etzion, sent by the Hagana plane to Tel Aviv, shown in Fig. 13. This
letter, written by E. Broder (serving in the Michmash company, and who was
subsequently killed there) was written to a friend in Tel Aviv. It was flown from
Gush Etzion in one of the Piper planes, and was put unstamped into a post box in the
city. This was naturally taxed, using the Weizmann KKL stamps, together with the
“T” cancel. As the air connection from the Gush ceased on may 9th it is possible
to calculate that the letter was flown between May 5th and 9th.

B i
it
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Fig. 13: An unfranked letter flown from besieged Gush-Etzion, taxed in Tel Aviv by
two Minhelet Ha'am stamps cancelled “T".

Less widespread was the use of the ‘Gola’ stamps for tax purposes. The
two following examples show this usage. Fig. 14 is a letter sent by the journal
“Life in Palestine”, using two 5 mil ‘Kofer Hayishuv’ stamps as postage. Although
these stamps were generally accepted for postage purposes during this particular
period, one clerk refused to accept them and taxed the letter using two 10 mil
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Fig. 14: A letter franked by the generally accepted ‘Kofer Hayishuv’ labels,
nevertheless taxed in Tel Aviv by two 10 mil ‘Gola’ stamps.

‘Gola’ stamps. Fig. 15 shows another letter using, this time, a 10 mil KKL ‘Zionist
Organisation’ label, which was not included in the Minhelet Ha’am listing. Two
‘Gola’ 10 mil KKL labels were used for taxation, cancelled by the temporary
purple cancellation of Tel Aviv. In addition a Mandate single circle cancellation was
also used, as a dater.

Outside of Tel Aviv the number of known taxed letters are even fewer, and from
Haifa, for example, no commercial examples are known. Fig, 16 was sent from Photo
Suhler in Raanana to Tel Mond. Sent as printed matter, a valid 3 mil Mandate stamp
was affixed. the letter was, however, overweight, and so was fined 6 mils. In Tel Mond
three Ben Yehuda 2 mil KKL labels (overprinted ‘Doar’) were affixed, cancelled
with the temporary handstamp of the office there, to collect the tax.
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Fig. 16: Double weight printed

matter franked 3 mil only (valid Mandate stamp) and
taxed 6 mil with Minhelet Ha’'am Ben Yehuda stamps in Tel Mond.
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Fig. 17 shows a letter sent from Raanana to Hertzliya, on May 2nd. A 5 mil
Minhelet Ha’am stamp was used, so the clerk wrote on the top left hand side “To Pay
10 mils” together with the letter “T”. The stamp used for taxing was the ‘Jewish
Brigade’ stamp of 10 mils, cancelled in Herzliya.

Fig. 17: A 'Jewish Brigade’ Minhelet Ha’am stamp used for taxing an insufficiently
franked letter from Raanana on 2nd May.

(b) The Early Israeli Period

This period commences on Sunday May 16th, with the opening of the first Post
Offices of the State of Israel together with the appearance of the new Doar
Ivri stamps. The period continued until the end of the month with a few
exceptions into the following month with the appearance of the first Postage
Due stamps. Usage of Mandate stamps ceased on May 15th, although there
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are examples of the continued use of these stamps for a limited period
thereafter without being taxed. This use was mainly by institutions and foreign
organisations (e.g. Fig. 18). Minhelet Ha’am stamps were officially permitted until
May 22nd. This was not strictly true as these stamps continued to be used
in several places, as in Tel Aviv and Jerusalem, for some time.

In general the new State continued the practices of taxation of the Minhelet
Ha’am and the Mandate periods.

Let us begin with Tel Aviv where the transition period between the Minhelet
Ha’am and State occured in a continuous manner. This is shown in that
unlike most of the other Post Offices where taxed letters were levied using
the new Doar Ivri stamps (without overprint), in Tel Aviv the Post Offices
continued to use the 10 mil Weizmann label even after the 22nd, until the
appearance of the new Postage Due stamps at the end of the month.

Fig. 19 shows an early airmail courier cover sent from Geneva, and which
was placed in a post box in Tel Aviv on May [8th. The letter was taxed
three days later using two Weizmann labels, cancelled by the large “T",

THE SHELL COMPANY OF PALESTINE, Ltd.,
(INCORPORATED IN ENGLAND)

P. 0. pox 434,
HAIF A,

Env. No. D/30. 2998-4-87-1000
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Fig. 18: A demonetised Mandate stamp franking a letter on 19.5.48,
but the letter was not taxed!
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Fig. 19: An unfranked courier letter from Geneva, taxed in Tel Aviv on 21st May with
T-cancelled Weizmann stamps.

Fig. 20: Demonetised Mandate stamps illegaly franking a Tel Aviv letter on 20th
May. Cover still taxed by Minhelet Ha’am
T-cancelled Weizmann stamps.
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with the new trilingual Tel Aviv cancellation at its side. Fig. 20 shows

a local commercial letter of the 20th with two demonetised 5 mil Mandate

stamps. Two Weizmann labels were used as tax, cancelled with the larg “T".
Unusually and against the regular practice, the mandate stamps were cancelled using
the trilingual Tel Aviv postmark.

Fig. 21 shows a letter sent from Haifa to Tel Aviv on May 25th, also using Mandate
stamps. In Haifa the clerk outlined the stamps and applied a “T" mark. In Tel Aviv
two Weizmann labels were added, cancelled with the large “T”’. Here as in the
previous example the stamps were cancelled contrary to regulations, using the
trilingual canceller of Haifa.

Fig. 21: Demonetised Mandate stamps illegaly franking a Haifa letter on 25th May.
Cover still taxed by Minhelet Ha'am T-cancelled Weizmann stamps.
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In Haifa the type of fine varied, and changed from branch to branch. Fig. 22 shows
a local letter taxed on May 16th, the first day of the new Post. No stamps were used, so
the letter was taxed using two Doar Ivri 10 mil stamps, cancelled with the new
Haifa postmark. On the upper left corner appears the narrow *“T together
with a hand written “20 mil”, with the Haifa cancellation at their side.
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Fig. 22: An unfranked Haifa cover taxed by Doar Ivri stamps on 16th May.

Fig. 23 shows a letter sent from Tel Aviv to Haifa, using an invalid Mandate
stamp, cancelled by a Mandate postmark with a very unclear date. It is clear,
though, that it had been sent from one of the branches, with the well known
“To Pay 20 mils” mark. In Haifa the letter was taxed using the regular 20
mil Doar Ivri stamp, but here the rare small boxed “T” was used, together
with the new cancellation of the city, dated the 20th. Fig. 24 shows a local window
type commercial letter from the Shell company. the letter was stamped using
the invalid 3 mil Mandate postage stamp, and against regulations this was
cancelled using the trilingual postmark of the 24th. The “To Pay 6 mils”
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Fig. 23: The rare Haifa boxed “T" cancellation on a Doar Ivri 20 mil stamp, used for
taxing a letter franked with an invalid Mandate stamp.

THE SHELL CO. OF PALESTINE LTD.

(IMCORPORATED IN ENGLAND)

HAIFA ke

If undelivered within 7 days please return to the above address.

Fig. 24: A commercial printed matter franked with invalid 3 mil Mandate stamp, and
taxed 6 mils with T-cancelled Doar Ivri stamps on 24th May.
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(double rate) together with the large “T” were added. On the same day the
letter was taxed using two Israeli 3 mil stamps, cancelled with the known
Haifa large “T”. It should be mentioned here that the large “T” of Haifa
was not an overprint, but a cancellation, this despite the fact that examples
are known where the “T” appears in the centre of the stamp. The practice
in Haifa was that the stamp was first affixed to the letter, and then the “T”
was applied.

An example of this is shown in Fig. 25, of special interest because of the postal

Fig. 25: A courier letter from Kibbutz Nir Am in the Negev to Haifa. Unaccepted
Mandate stamp, taxed 20 mil and paid by a T-cancelled Doar Ivri stamp.
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history aspect. The letter was sent as a courier letter from Kibbutz Nir Am,
then behind the Egyptian lines, using the demonetised 10 mil Mandate stamp,
posted by the courier in Rishon Lezion on May 23rd and cancelled using
the Mandate postmark. (not on the stamp, according to regulations). The
cachet “To Pay 20 mils” was added. On arrival in Haifa a 20 mil Doar
Ivri stamp was applied, then the large “T" and these were cancelled using
the trilingual Haifa postmark dated May 26th. Here the “T” mark is completely on
the stamp itself.

From the Minhelet Ha’am period the greatest exceptions occurred in Jerusalem.
During the periods under discussion Jerusalem had been under siege, and so did
not receive the stamps used on other parts of the country. On May 9th three
branches only were opened, using the Jerusalem Minhelet Ha’am cancellers,
together with the special emergency stamps printed in the city then. The Doar Ivri
stamps only arrived in the city on June 20th. Being under siege these stamps were
used mainly for local usage. Only on June 18th, when the first convoy left the
city, was regular contact reestablished with the rest of the country. Letters which
succeeded in leaving the city before the 18th, either by courier or by plane, which
were franked with the local stamps were often taxed since the receiving clerks
regarded them as KKL labels, then ivalid.

Such taxed letters are known from the beginning of June. Fig. 26 shows
an early courier letter dated June Ist. Sent to the Beilinson Hospital in Petah
Tikva, the courier added a 10 mil Doar Ivri stamp to avoid delay and taxation.

Fig. 26: An early courier letter from besieged Jerusalem to Petah Tikva, mailed by
the courier in Tel Aviv after adding a Doar Ivri stamp.
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Figs. 27 and 28 show two courier letters from Jerusalem where the emergency
stamps were not accepted by the receiving postal clerks and so were fined 20 mils
by First P.D. stamps. The first was mailed in Tel Aviv on June 8th and
fined the same day. The second was mailed in Tel Aviv on June 14th but
was fined in Petah Tikva on the 16th. First and Second Convoy letters from the 18th
and 21th June were known throughout the country, and were not fined.

Taxed letters within Jerusalem during the Minhelet Ha’am period are not
known to us at the present, and such letters taxed in Jerusalem using Doar
Tvri P.D. stamps are known not before August.

We have discussed until now the situation concerning taxed letters of the large cities.
As regards the other branches in the various smaller places the procedure was
usually uniform., Doar Ivri stamps were generally used for tax purposes with
the fine added either in writing or using the boxed Mandate “To Pay” cachet.
Doar Ivri P.D. stamps were used from the end of May or the beginning
of June. Some examples are shown hereunder.

Fig. 27: An early courier letter from besieged Jerusalem, mailed and taxed in Tel Aviv
on 8th June by Doar Ivri P.D. stamps.
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Fig. 28: An early courier letter from besieged Jerusalem, mailed in Tel Aviv on 14th
June and taxed in Petah Tikva by Doar Ivri P.D. stamps.

Fig. 29 shows a Tiberias letter sent at the end of the Minhelet Ha’am period
using a stamp of that time, the 5 mil “Tractor’ KKL label (overprinted ‘Doar’)
cancelled with the temporary postmark of the town. On the top left hand side
the words ‘“To pay 10 mil’ were added using a red pencil. the fine was paid
on the first day of the mew State using a 10 mil Doar Ivri stamp, cancelled
by the Tiberias Mandate s.c. postmark then reintroduced, with the Tiberias
‘boxed T” cachet alongside. A classic example of the transition period.

Fig. 30 shows a letter sent from Pardess Hanna to Herzliya on 20th May, using two
invalid Mandatory stamps. The Mandate d.c. postmark of Pardess Hanna appears
to their side, having been reintroduced to usage. “Tax 20 mils” appears
in handwriting. The tax was collected in Herzliya on the 23rd, via the 20 mil Doar
Ivri stamp.
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Fig. 29: Insufficient Minhelet Ha’am franking (5 mil), taxed in Tiberias on 16th May
with a Doar Ivri stamp alongside the characteristic Tiberias ‘boxed T’ cachet.

Fig. 30: Franked in Pardess Hanna with invalid Mandate stamp on 20th May, this
letter was fined 20 mils, collected in Herzliya with a Doar Ivri stamp.
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Fig. 31 shows a Gedera letter sent by the Local Committee to Rishon Lezion, again
using invalid Mandate stamps but these were cancelled, against the regulations, using
the Mandate d.c. postmrak dated May 20th. The boxed “To Pay 20 mils” was
applied. In Rishon the fine was collected by means of two Doar Ivri stamps, these
cancelled by the Rishon Lezion Mandate canceller dated May 25th.

LOCAL COMMITTEE
GEDERA
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Fig. 31: Invalid Mandate franking of a Gedera letter led to a tax of 20 mils, paid
with Doar Ivri stamps in Rishon Lezion on 25th May.

Fig. 32 shows an extremely interesting example of the use of regular
Doar Ivri stamps as tax stamps. It is a commercial wrapper using a valid
(at that time) 3 mil Mandate stamp sent from Tel Aviv to Afula. The
postage stamp was cancelled using the Tel Aviv s.c. instrument, dated May
Sth. For some reason the writer erred in writing the address, giving the
name of the town as Tel Aviv instead of Afula. It took some time for the
letter to be sent back, when it was readdressed to Afula, where it finally arrived
in June. By that time the Mandate stamp was no longer valid, resulting in
the Afula office adding in writing “T” and the words *“To pay 6 mils”,
The tax was collected via two Doar Ivri stamps, these being cancelled by
the Mandate Afula s.c. instrument dated June 5th.
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Fig. 32: A printed matter correctly franked by a 3 mil Mandate stamp (still valid on
5th May), taxed for 6 mils when the redirected letter arrived in Afula a month
later. Tax collected by regular Doar Ivri stamps.

The new Postage Due stamps came into use at the end of May. The earliest date
of use on a letter known to us is May 28th; a few other taxed letters of this
date are known to us from Herzliya and Ramat Gan. The ealiest date known
from Tel Aviv is the 30th, whilst in Haifa the earliest date is June lst.
The earliest date known in Jerusalem is in August. The majority of the Post
Offices in the country received the new stamps by the end of the first week
in June.

Fig. 33 shows a postcard sent from Herzliya on May 19th, using an invalid 7 mil
Mandate stamp, cancelled by the Herzliya Mandate instrument. On the side was
added the boxed “To Pay” cachet, showing a fine of 14 mils, subsequently
changed to 15, probably for convenience. It was taxed in Tel Aviv with three
5 mil Doar Ivri P.D. stamps, cancelled by the trilingual postmark of 30 May,
believed to be the first day of use of this issue in Tel Aviv.
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Fig. 33: A postcard from Herzliya, 19th May, to Tel Aviv, franked with invalid 7 mil
Mandate stamp. Taxed 15 mils with Doar Ivri P.D. stamps on 30th May,
believed to be the first day of use of this issue in Tel Aviv.

Finally, we show an example of a letter not exactly belonging to the subject under
discussion but which nevertheless belongs to this period and was fined. According
to the notice of the National Committee of April 25th, the temporary stamps
then available were to be used only for internal postage, mainly because
they were not recognised by the UPU. For letters sent to foreign addresses
the use of Mandate stamps was requested, but without using the temporary
postmraks. Such stamped letters were to be sent to the central Post Office in
Tel Aviv. Despite this announcement some letters were sent overseas, stamped
and cancelled using the temporary means intended only for internal use. There
are very few examples known.

The Front Cover shows what perhaps is the rarest of these known to us. This
is a sea mail letter sent from Haifa to New York. The letter was sent via
the ship S.S. Franconia which left Haifa with a parcel of letters between
the 12th and 14th of May. The letter arrived at the Cooper Station office
in New York on June 17th, according to its backstamp. The letter was
stamped with the 10 mil ‘Boat’ Minhelet ha’am stamp, and was cancelled at
one of the branches in Haifa using the temporary cancellation. The postal
tariff to the States was then 20 mils, and because of the shortage the clerk
added at the side in blue “T 30 cts”. In America the clerk translated
the fine as being equal to 10 US cents, and taxed the letter accordingly
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with a US P.D. stamp. It should be pointed out that in this very rare
case the letter was treated as a legal one, and the fine was applied simply
because the amount affixed was insufficient. An interesting and unusual item of
postal history!

Because of the scarcity of taxed material from this period, and of the
resulting value of such items, attempts to forge material have come to light in
the past. Most of these forgeries concern letters sent in or from Haifa. For
this reason, collectors interested in this subject are requested to check as deeply
as possible the sources of the material offered, or even better to have them validated
by an expert in the field.

Finally, I would like to mention that a few of the items discussed in this article have
been published before in the Philatelic Press. But since this subject has not previously
been written about in the integrated manner presented above, it was felt that
because of the importance of the subject it should be brought before the collectors
interested in the general subject of the period of the end of the Mandate and the
beginning of that of the new State of Israel.
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Jerusalem 1st and 2nd Issues —
How Many Stamps were Printed?

3:@: e%»ffmany, ﬂewm;/mn-

Some original documents from Jerusalem, 1948 which 1 have recently seen,
aroused my curiosity as to the question of exactly how many stamps of
the Jerusalem first two issues were printed and sold. Reaang the literature
on the subject'™, I find that there are some inaccuracies and also obvious
discrepancies among these sources, but none of the authors acknowledge that
there are in fact obvious contradictions, not easily explained, in the related
original documents themselves.

The First Issue

Some of the original documents relating to the First Issue are illustrated in Figures
34 and 35. These deal with the purchasc of 159,000 stamps showing the “'Partition
Map” (popularly called “The Jewish State” stamps) from the K.K.L., by the
“Emergency Committee” of Minhelet Ha’am in Jerusalem for P £ 397.5 (272 mil
cach). These evidently were the non-denominated K.K.L. labels in three colours,
which were then overprinted and comprised the “Jerusalem Ist™ Issue.

The 3rd document (Fig. 35) ends: “Hereby [ give Mr. Ha ezrachi the two plates of
these stamps for safe keeping (2 blocks of 10 stamps each)”. This emphasizes
in addition to the dates of the documents, that they do, in fact, deal with
the labels for the first Jerusalem overprint (previously printed by the K.K.L.
in sheets of 10), and that the 2 plates of 10 still existed and were kept in good
hands. As is known, they were subsequently joined to make one plate of 20 and
used for the printing of the “Jerusalem 2nd” Issue.

Another document, dealing with the overprinted stamps of the First Issue, is shown
in Figure 36. This is a report of a joint meeting held on May 9th which states, among
others, that 84,500 stamps were given to Mr. M. Ashkenazi, acting on behalf of the
Post Office Accounting Dept., to be transfered to the three branch post offices
of Jerusalem. The number of stamps of each value is also given: 5 mil — 32,500,
10 mil - 37,000, and 25 mil - 15,000. :

Thus 159,000 unoverprinted labels were purchased from the K.K.L. and
only 84,500 overprinted stamps were distributed to the post offices. What
happend to the balance of 74,500 stamps? One possible explanation for this
difference would be printer’s waste occuring during the overprint process,
but it is hard to believe that this could account for such a large number.
A second explanation could be suggested by item (B) of the document in Figure 36,
which states: “Mr. Ashkenazi... will pass the above stamps and also those which
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Fig. 34: The letter and receipt from the “‘Emergency Committee”, confirming the
purchase of 159,000 stamps of “The Jewish State” from K.K.L.
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Fig. 35: Another letter, to the K.K.L. Head Office, of 7th May 1948 confirming the
purchase of “The Jewish State’ labels.

he will receive during the days May 9-14 (emphasized by the Fd.). to... the branch
post offices...”. This could suggest that the 84,500 stamps transfered on the May
9 were only part of the full 159,000 print, and that the balance was given
on the following days. But this explanation is again not reasonable due to the well
known fact that the First Issue stamps were quickly depleted and a second printing
was already made (and issued) on the next day (10 May)!

A third possible explanation is the following. Reading the two articles **A Miniature
Sheet of Jerusalem Stamps™ and “The Jerusalem Interim Issues and KKL™3,
one could presume that the extra stamps were for one reason or another
not fit for overprinting if, for instance, they were in the form of S-stamp
Miniature Sheets which could not be overprinted by the prepared blocks
of 10 units for the ordinary sheets. But this explanation appears also far
fetched. :

So the paradox is not resolved and for the time being, as long as other
documents or reasonable explanation do not come to light, we should assume the
number 84,500 to be the correct number of stamps overprinted and sold of the
First Jerusalem Issue. This is also the number, including the value distribution,
cited by Hoffman', who probably drew his information from the same original
document. The other references mention slightly different quantities.
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Fig. 36: Report of a joint meeting in Jerusalem (9th May), stating that 84,500 stamps
(of the Jerusalem First Issue — Z.S.) are given to Mr. Ashkenazi for distribution
to the Post Offices.
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The Second Issue

An even greater deficiency of the number of sold stamps as against the alleged
printed quantity exists in the Jerusalem Second Issue. The document in Figure
37 is a letter from the K.K.L. to Mrs. Hana Even-Tov (of the Emergency
Committee) on May 10th, stating that “We confirm herewith our conversation In
which it was agreed that we print 240,000 stamps as follows:

40,000 stamps of value 5 mils each,
160,000 stamps of value 10 mils each,
40,000 stamps of value 25 mils each.”
These numbers are repeated in several other relevant documents of the period.
They certainly refered to the quantities which were ordered to be printed and
delivered for the Second Jerusalem Issue of May 10th.

We have not seen any documents about the supply to the post offices of
these stamps, but there certainly existed such documents as Hoffman', in his
table headed “Number of stamps of all Issues supplied to the Post Office”,
gives a very detailed distribution of the quantities. His table is reproduced
below:

Number of stamps of all Issues supplied to the Post Office

Date 5 mils 10 mils 25 mils
9th May 1948 32,500 37,000 15,000
10th May 1948 15,000 30,000 15,000
11th May 1948 10,000 18,900 6,000
13th May 1948 4,000 1,000 -
l6th May 1948 2,560 - =
18th May 1948 8,000 - =
Ist June 1948 2,000 2,000 4,000
10th June 1948 2,000 4,000 -
Total 76,060 92,900 40,000
Returned unsold 6,191 5,195 5,450
Total sold 69,869 87,705 34,550

The first row of the table (headed 9th May) certainly refer to the stamps of the
First Issue. If we take the “Total” row and subtract the first row and the 8,000
5-mil stamps, known to comprise the Third Issue, we obtain the following figures
for the Second Issue stamps supplied to the post offices (in parenthesis, the
above mentioned numbers of the quantities printed are repeated for comparison):

5 mil = 35,560 (40,000)
10 mil = 55,900 (160,000)
25 mil - 25,000 (40,000)

Total (2nd Issue) — 116,460 (240,000)




243

SRS navp 1P

proxan nzeba

166350 . 2830 .0 2

/o ncen asvka ex, B
3x/nD _ (10.5.48)
k : Yay%
*31b-1ak. ‘230
M VSR l]x:’
2 1‘:.‘::

DYDTI 5,001 % A3 13INNSE AYA DYIVKD 133D
' :10p%7 oYvapa Yo% pY%13 240,000

%130 %1 5 b avnpa pr%id - 40.000
. AR 35 TR ®iamina? e 1005000
Do i mrRh e i i - 40.000

o v350n T8Y YYN3I3TP D 3KTY BODIAT YB3
CY1BTAa AYINTA ANYDEY V13XTA ODKY .AUDTAR YU
. i ; : ' .ADPYTNN .

S AR 33nvvanx Yy 33Yzk MIDEI hODYAA Yank
nixsyan %> nx pop baps Yax. . mxeYbpa
NIYNA MDY BIDD 19Y IY. A0HTINI NIdDYON

te 4933 %3 novnh Yep B¥2 Ye S¥313 aosom
i T oy : : Ly Jir ‘ g "
o ,9% 11303 . A
X '1;"- H " +,.’ -+ Jvl . iy : ; £ I'
. : T S il h : »
\ 3 ‘_.-/:“ 8" b i
: i % ok 4 . .I
/ 1t 4 %
R

Fig. 37: A letter from the K.K.L. to the Emergency Committee confirming the order
for printing of 240,000 stamps (of the Jerusalem Second Issue - Z.8S.)
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So here again we have a very large deficiency of stamps delivered to the post
offices as against the total quantity printed (note here the extremely large discrepancy
in the 10 mil value). As in the previous case, we do not have any explanation of
this large discrepancy and we would appreciate any comments or suggestions
from readers.

I would like to thank Y. Rimon and Y. Tsachor for supplying some of the
illustrations for this article.
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Israel Military Mail:
A Proposed New Terminology and Chronology

PBevverch :%/&m{k‘i@, (fe-zaaﬂ/&zin-

Archival documents of the Isracl Defense Forces (IDF) have made possible a
definitive classification of the various stages of IDF Military Mail. Universal use
of the terms and dates which I propose would bring order into future research
and presentation of such material.

Kanner and Spiegel' in their landmark work in 1961 described the *‘Israel
Army Postal Services during the War of Independence™. Berest?, in 1984, refined
our knowledge of “Classification of the KBA Triangular Army Units’ Marks
of 1948/9”*, Other review articles of the IDF Military Mail have not
appeared, to the best of my knowledge. Isolated findings or reports, or limited
works, dealing with such topics as prisoner mails, censorship and such, have
been published sporadically. This author has exhibited from his collection of
cancellations, a complementary subject to the KBA listings, and a monograph
on the subject is in the planning stages. The relation between the KBA Unit
numbers, the cancellations, and the dates in which they, or the later Unit
markers, using the letters DZ (in Hebrew ~¥7”, short for Military Mail)
were used is of importance in this area. There follows a short background
to the founding of the IDF mails, and the documents establishing the periods
described.

On March 26, 1948, the head of planning of the Hagana general staff, (later
Major General) Zvi Ayalon, using his code name “Boaz”, sent a letter to the
Quartermaster of the Hagana General Staff notifying him of the decision to
assign him the responsibility for establishing a postal service for military personnel
(Fig. 38). In a telegram from the Quartermaster to Boaz, dated 18 May 1948
(s. Back Cover) he informed him that “The Military Mail will begin to function
as of May 207,

In a letter from Rav Seren (Major) A. Matanya, Commander Military
Mail, to all the units involved, he announced the dissolution of the Military
Mail as a separate entity as of June 24, 1949 (Fig. 39). In a letter dated
10 November 1954, H. Ben-Menahem, Director General of the (civilian)
Post Office, wrote that as of 15 November, 1954 the KBA unit handstamp
would no longer be used (Fig. 40). It would be replaced by another triangular
handstamp bearing the symbol of the IDF, the letters DZ (Hebrew ”%7”) and four,
in place of the three, numerals used exclusively as long as the KBA handstamp
was in use. During 1980 the numerals were increased to five. The DZ handstamp
is still in use.

* KBA stands for the Hebrew letters X232, short for “National Security Forces™, i.e. the IDF,
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Fig. 38: Letter dated 26 Mamf) 1948 — dec;smn to establish
a Military Postal Service.

I therefore propose that Israel Military Mail be divided into two periods, and
that each in turn be divided into two phases. Period I: the KBA Period, during which
a triangular handstamp bearing the Hebrew letters X33 and three numerals was
used, has two phases. Phase 1: 20 May, 1948 to 24 June, 1949, when the
Army Post Office was an independent entity, with a system of Army and Field
Post Offices (ref. 1). Phase 2: when the KBA handstamp was still in use, though
without the circular APO and FPO handstamps, until 14 November 1954. Period
I: the DZ Period, when the triangular handstamp was as described above.
Its Phase 1 lasted from 14 November, 1954 until 1980 (I do not have the precise
date) and is characterized by four-numeral unit markings. Phase 2, from 1980 when
units were, as they still are, identified by five numerals.
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The British Mandate Period
Die-Cut Paper Varieties [Aolbree M. Hochheiser)

There are two general methods of manufacturing paper. The more common
production is called *“wire wove” or simply “wove” paper. This type of paper is used
for more than 95% of all philatelic material, including stationery and postal forms.
The main characteristic is that the paper seems to be even throughout, just
as the page on which this is printed. This effect is achieved by processing the pulp
mass, used to manufacture the paper, onto a closely knit rotating wire mesh
belt. Actually, under high magnification, the interspaces become visible whilst
to the naked eye the paper seems smooth.

The other, less common, processing method gives rise to “laid” paper.
Here the main features are bar-like stripes in the paper, much the same as
a watermark. This is achieved by using a rotating belt in the manufacturing
process which contains the series of parallel bars in place of the wire mesh
screen. Other “laid” paper pattern characteristics have been used for the stamps

Fig. 41: P.T. 11 postal form on horizontally “laid” paper used as
a telegram envelope.



250

of other countries, even though only “wove” paper is found on the stamps of
Palestine.

Shown in Figures 41-43 are three different examples of *“laid” paper. Figures 41 and
42 are envelopes used as postal form P.T. 11, required for the delivery of
telegrams. Figure 43 is a general purpose envelope used by many government
agencies. One would expect that in die-cutting the finished paper into the
customary required shape for the envelopes, some care would be taken to insure
that esthetically the *laid” paper pattern would run horizontally for all of the
evelopes. The horizontal, vertical and diagonal patterns of the three illustrations
belie this fact.

In truth, this is a variety of the die-cutting process, not of the paper production
method.

Fig. 43: A gnera;‘ purpose envelope on diagonally “laid” paper.



251

Another “Transposed”” Error (bl M. Hochheiser)

On July 1, 1920, a Civil Administration was appointed by Great Britain
to take over the duties in Palestine from the Military Administration, which
had the pervious responsibility. Certain necessary changes were required in
the postal system. Chief among these was the designation of the country
name on its stamps. Under the Military Administration, a complete set of
stamps was issued for use in the entire area administered by the British Army,
including Palestine, Syria, Transjordan, Lebanon and Cilicia. This typographed set
of stamps is know as the “Typo’ series and the only identifying designation were
the letters E.E.F.: the abbreviation for the Egyptian Expeditionary Force, the name
of the occupying British Army.

Under the Civil Administration, in keeping with the League of Nations Mandate,
the name of the occupied country was to be designated trilingually as Palestine and
this name was applied to the “Typo™ series of stamps, reading in three lines (1)
Falastin in Arabic, (2) Palestine in English, (3) Palastina E”I (Eretz Israel) in
Hebrew (Fig. 44).

Fig. 44: “Jerusalem I — Ist setting” - the first overprinted set of the
Mandate Civil Administration.

This first overprinted issue, known as Jerusalem I — Ist Setting, was completed
at the Greek Orthodox Convent Press in Jerusalem. Their facilities obviously left
something to be desired. Three major errors appeared in the first overprinted issue.
Interestingly, of the three major errors, one appeared in each line of the overprint.

The Arabic error is known as the ‘Z’ error, with a letter ‘Z’ replacing the letter “T°
in Falastin. The Arabic ‘Z’ is the same as the ‘T’ with a dot over the middle of the
‘T’ (Fig. 45). Accordingly, the overprint line reads ‘Falaszin® instead of ‘Falastin’.
In the literature this has been described as the ‘dot’ that makes all the difference.

The English error is known as the ‘B’ error with the letter ‘B’ replacing the final
‘E’ in Palestine (Fig. 46).
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“Transposed’ Error

The Hebrew error is known as the “Transposed” error with the two central
apostrophe-like () characters between the Hebrew letters ‘R’ and " being
transposed with the final letter " so that it reads "X instead of "X (Fig.
47).

These errors were all noticed after the overprinting was completed and an
effort was made to remove the vertical rows in which the errors appeared. Some
of these errors reached the public, and they are among the prized rarities of
Palestine stamps. When this overprint was replaced by the Jerusalem 1 - 2nd
Setting, two of the errors, the Arabic ‘Z’ and the English ‘B’, reappeared in different
positions in some of the printings. Only the “Transposed” error in Hebrew was
eliminated successfully.

It is interesting philatelically that the ‘Z’ error appeared again in the 2nd
Setting and was found again on Postcards #8 and #10 (Fig. 48). The ‘B’ error
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Fig. 48: Postcard #10 with the Arabic ‘Z’ Error.
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also recurred in the 2nd Setting. Many ‘B’-like letters are found in these issues and in
the Jerusalem 11 and III Issues as well, but these are only the result of overinking in
the printing or deformed or damaged letters in the type used for the overprint.

While the “Transposed” error did not appear again on stamps or postal
stationery, another example can be found on a Postal Form P.T. 6IB. This form, in
Hebrew, was an ‘‘Agreement for Telephone Exchange Service”. The top part
of the face page, cut down, is shown in Figure 49. This form consists of
four pages identical in size, 8'2""x 1372,
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Fig. 49: Postal Form P.T. 61B with the “Transposed’ Error.

A detailed description of these errors including where they were found in the
sheets of stamps appears in many places in the Holy Land literature as well
as in the Stamp and Stationery Catalogues of Palestine.

While it is only of academic interest, a full explanation of the “Transposed”
error is in order since nowhere in the philatelic literature is it to be found.
The *““Transposed” error, as described above, consists of two characters (Fig.
47) in the bottom line of the overprint found at the left end of the name
in Hebrew. One character is the Hebrew letter Yod . The other character
is a double apostrophe (') which is not a Hebrew letter but a punctuation
mark in Hebrew. This is not one of the English punctuation marks as such.
It appears as half of a ‘Quotation Mark’ (**...”") which is not what it is at all. In
English, it is only used following a number to designate inches.
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It is the meaning of this important Hebrew character that has never been properly
explained in the philatelic literature of Palestine. Collectors not conversant with the
Hebrew language are either ignorant of its meaning or at a loss to understand it at
all.

In Hebrew, there are two forms of abbreviation marks. Both can be found
in Figure 50 which is the face page of a handbook of Hebrew abbreviations.
One type is a single apostrophe (°), designated ‘A’ in Figure 50. This is
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Fig. 50: Face page of a handbook of Hebrew abbreviations.
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used to truncate a word. This character is not to be confused with the
Hebrew letter Yod (*). This character, in Hebrew, is called a 'w7y (GERESH
— the E’s pronounced as in the word ‘WET’). The more common abbreviation
mark is the double apostrophe ('), designated ‘B’ in Figure 50. This is
found in the “Transposed” error. This abbreviation mark is always placed
before the last letter in any acronym. An acronym is a word generally
formed from the first one or more letters of a series of words, which series
may consist of two or more words. ‘United States of America’, in Hebrew MXIR
rmam, is abbreviated 277X, Similarly & following Palastina in the Hebrew line
of the trilingual overprint is the acronym for YW paIX. This is Hebrew for
Eretz Israel (Land of Israel). The English equivalent would be E.I. with ‘periods’
used to denote the abbreviations just as in the acronym N.A.T.O.

This punctuation mark in Hebrew () is called o»w13 (GERSHAYIM). This
is the Hebrew plural for w13 (GERESH) indicating two strokes instead of
one.

My thanks go to Dr. Zvi Shimony for the explanation of the Gershayim
and to Rabbi Louis Sigel of Hackensack, N.J. for the clanfication of the
spelling and pronunciation. Several of the illustrations were taken from the Bale
Palestine Catalogue.

Taking Parcels from Palestine to Egypt _
[N. Gladslone & E. Hapolan)

The interesting article written in the HLPH #43, pp. 91-3, by Shmuel Meiri
has prompted us to show a few items from the Palestine Censorship which were
unfortunately too late to be included in my book “Postal Censorship to and
from Palestine in 1939-1945" published by BAPIP.

These 3 items are from the collection of Palestine Censored covers of Earl Kaplan.
In the collection are above 40 covers, all to and from a Mrs. L.M. Hoyman
and addressed to her at the American Mission and the WCTU Headquarters
at Assuit, Egypt.

Figure 51 shows a Palestine censorship printed authorisation allowing Mrs.
Hoyman to take parcels out of Palestine, provided that the seals were unbroken. In
Figure 52 we have a similar authorisation, but in manuscript, also passed by the
Jerusalem censor. Figure 53 shows the Jerusalem seal and a handstamp authorisation
to take packets from Jerusalem to Egypt.

We have been trying for many years to get any information about the
missions run by Mrs, Hoyman and her associates, and in what capacity they
functioned. Some letters addressed to Mrs. Hoyman were also sent to the Syrian
Palestine Relief, Jerusalem and many were sent from a Yvonne Salmon at 44
Mamillah Road, Jerusalem. Can any of our readers help in solving the whereabouts
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Fig. 52: Palestine Censorship manuscript authorisation to take
a packet out of Palestine.
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Fig. 53: Palestine Censorship handstamp authorisation to take a packet out of
Palestine, showing also the Jerusalem packet seal on the left.

of this organisation, also known as the American College; American Presbyterian
Institute; Pressley Memorial Institute, and also the Arabic Union Mission
of Menthaday Adventists, P.O.Box 592 Haifa, during the years 1942-1945?
Incidentally, all of these covers were censored during that period. We would
appreciate any information.

TEL-AVIV STAMP Co.

Yacov Tsachor

AAXRTN 712

MAIL AUCTION
OF
HOLYLAND, JUDAIC AND ISRAEL PHILATELIA

lllustrated Catalogue Free Upon Request

POSTAL ADDRESS: P.0.BOX 16218, TEL-AVIV, ISRAEL
TELEPHONE: 03-226294 (EVENINGS ISRAEL TIME)
FAX:03-623010 EXTENSION #5709
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The Interim Period

An Update on the Termination of the Mandate Postal Services

in Safad, 1948 (Y. Reimon, Heifa)

Safad was the first Post Office to be closed, ahead of scheduale, by the
Mandate postal authorities due to the deterioration of the security conditions.
However, the exact date when this occured has been the subject of several articles
and research notes!™?,

Due to a misinterpretation of a report by D. Geiger, the Jewish postmaster of
Safad, it was believed for many years that 2nd Feburary was the date'. But covers
with Safad cancellations of later dates (5th February and then 16th February)
discredited this information. A. Ben-David reported in a note?, again based
on the memory of Geiger, that 26th of February was the correct date. Later
L. Karpovsky illustrated® an “Announcement to the Public” (No. 26 by the
Palestine Post and Telegraph Dept., dated 2nd March 1948), which states that “the
Safad Post Office is closed and all services suspended”. This gives us an upper limit
to the date we are looking for.

Lately the author acquired a cover which gives almost the ultimate information
on this subject. It is a regstered cover (Fig. 54) sent to the Klinger Bank
in Safad and it was mailed in Tel Aviv on 24th February. It was cancelled in transit

Pt

Fig. 54: Back of a registered cover with arrival S.C. pmk of Safad
of 27 February 1948.
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in Haifa on 25th February and received an arrival Safad S.C. postmark on
27th February. This is one day later than the date reported by Ben-David
and only three days before the upper limit mentioned above. Thus, the Post
Office was still operating on the 27th February and it is very likely that it closed
on that date, or at most on March 1st.

To summarize - the latest examples of Safad Mandatory cancellations
known to date are: (1) The D.C. pmk - on 5.2.48; (2) the barred D.C.
- on 16.2.48; (3) the S.C. pmk - on 27.2.48. The Post Office itself closed
sometime between the end of work on February 27th and the lst of
March. The postal services of the Jewish community were conducted afterwards
unofficially from a hotel room until the beginning of the local Safad postal services
on 4th May,

References:

(1) Y. Rimon, “Postal services in Safad at the end of the Mandate period”,
HLPH #19 (Summer 1984) p. 918.

(2) A. Ben-David, “A note on the ‘End of the Mandate postal services in Safad’™,
HLPH #21-22 (Winter/Spring 1985) p. 68.

(3) I. Karpovsky, “The closing of the Mandatory Post Office in Safad in 1948,
HLPH #29-30 (Winter/Spring 1987) p. 495.

Jerusalem Convoy Letters Sent Abroad
/ g .Yﬁlm% ¢ . y&l/?/lﬂfaaéy//

It is well known that after the siege of Jerusalem in 1948, two “mail convoys”
were sent out, on 18.6 and 21.6 respectively, with the mail which had accumulated
during the siege. Most of these letters were internal and, except for a few unusual
cases, only registered letters are nowadays collected and displayed as “convoy
letters™, since these carry the arrival postmarks which prove that they travelled
with the “convoy”. It is generally accepted that the “First Convoy” consisted
of mail from the commencement of the siege (ie. about april 20th) until
the first few days of the reopening of Jerusalem post offices (May 12th),
whilst the “Second Convoy” carried the mail of the subsequent period. The
most typical characteristic of the “convoy letters” is the Tel Aviv trilingual
arrival postmark on the back (of 18.6 or 21.6 respectively)*; the front generally
carries Jerusalem stamps tied by Minhelet Ha’am Jerusalem postmark.

Very few convoy covers exist which were addressed abroad and even fewer of such

* When addressed to places other than Tel Aviv, there is generally also the postmark

of destination. A few of the covers addressed to Haifa carry only the Haifa trilingual
arrival postmark.
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exist which actually reached their destination. We would like to show in this
note several covers of the First Convoy intended for overseas addresses. Apart
from being rare and interesting, these covers emphatically demonstrate some of the
important postal regulations of the period, as will be explained later.

The Mandate Air Letter shown in Figure 55 was written in Jerusalem on
25 April and addressed to Australia. Due to the siege, it left Jerusalem only

Fig. 55: Air letter from besieged Jerusalem (o Australia, brought to Tel Aviv by the
First Convoy but returned to sender as there was “No Service™ (to Australia).
Note the Mandate “'stamp’ and Tel Aviv trilingual cancellation of June 18th.
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on the first mail convoy of 18 June, when it was sent to Tel Aviv. In Tel
Aviv it was cancelled with the Tel Aviv trilingual postmark of the 18th, but
as there were still no postal relations with Australia the letter was handstamped
“Returned to Sender / No Service” and was probably returned to the sender in
Jerusalem a few days later.

The striking aspects about this letter (and the other covers shown  later)
are its Mandate ‘“‘stamp” and the Tel Aviv postmark, in contrast to most of
the inland convoy letters which bear Jerusalem Minhelet Ha’am stamps and
postmarks. Truely, this letter was written in the period when Mandate stamps
were still the only ones available, but even if mailed later (when Jerusalem
stamps were already available) it should have been franked with Mandate stamps
according to Minhelet Ha’am regulations regarding letters sent abroad! This is
also the reason for this letter being cancelled in Tel Aviv and not by the
Jerusalem Minhelet Ha’am postmark. The UPU (Universal Postal Union) had
not recognised Minhelet Ha’am stamps and one of its rules was that postmarks
should include the date and at least one of the internationally recognized languages
(e.g. English or French) - while the Minhelet Ha’am postmarks were dateless
and included only Hebrew - and therefore the letter was not cancelled in
Jerusalem. When the letter arrived in Tel Aviv (uncancelled) with the First Convoy
on 18 June, it was cancelled there legally, as Tel Aviv already had the UPU-
legal trilingual postmark (including English and date).

Another cover (Fig. 56), also dispatched from Jerusalem with the First Convoy,
was delivered to its destination (Vienna) as proved by the Austrian censor mark on
its front. This letter is somewhat overfranked (the correct airmail rate being
35 mil), as the sender probably did not have the exact stamps and probably
could not buy other Mandate stamps then. We do not know when this letter
was written, but according to the circumstances it should have been written (and
sent) in the period between April 25th and may 12th.

The third cover (Fig. 57) went by sea, according to the correct surface mail
franking of 20 mil, in spite of the incorrect hand written instruction “Air Mail”” on
the front. Again, it was franked correctly with Mandate stamps, left Jerusalem with
the First Convoy and then cancelled in Tel Aviv in June 18th by the trilingual
Israeli postmark. Spectacularly, the cover was cancelled on arrival by a machine
postmark of Helsinki (Finland) on July 21st.

According to Ch. Shamir, based on ducuments of that period, postal relations with
Finland were renewed on June 27th, but the second official surface mail shipment
to Europe was made with the S.S. Kedma which left Haifa on July 6th. So this
cover was very probably carried on this ship to Marseilles and its arrival in Helsinki
about a fortnight later is very reasonable, taking into account its route through
Europe.
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Fig. 56: First Convoy letter from besieged Jerusalem to Vienna, legally franked by
Mandate stamps and cancelled “Tel Aviv 18.6.1948". Austrian censorship
handstamp applied on arrival,
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Fig. 57: First Convoy letter from besieged Jerusalem to Helsinki, legally franked by
Mandate stamps and cancelled “Tel Aviv 18.6.1948”. Helsinki arrival

cancellation (on back) of July 21st.
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The State of Israel

The Date of Establishment of the Israel

Military Postal Service (PBearach Heeeeich, Jerwsalem)

Previous publications have noted the letter sent on March 26, 1948, by
“Boaz” (later Major General) Zvi Ayalon, the head of planning of the Hagana
general staff, to the Quartermaster, notifying him of the decision to establish
a postal service for military personnel as a section of his unit (s. Fig.
38 in a previous article in this Issue). The next stage had been a telegram
sent in reverse fashion on 18 May, 1948 announcing: “The Military Mail will
begin to function as of May 20 (s. Back Cover).

A document has recently been discovered which describes the establishment
of the Mail Service on 3 May, 1948(!), its structure and personnel. It was
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Fig. 58: Military Postal Service established on 3 Ma y, 1948,
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on the basis of this document that the services was able to begin functioning
17 days later. This is in contradistinction to the statement in Kanner and
Spiegel’s classic article that “..the basic order on this subject was issued by
the General Staff on 18th May, 1948, to be in force as from 20th May,
1948

The document appears as Figures 58 and 59. There follows a free translation
from the Hebrew.

(Translation of Figure 58)
SECRET

General Staft/Planning
Document/43
3 May 1948

Subject: Norms (teken) no. 32/48 | Military Postal Service

1. These norms will take effect as of the date of this letter.

2. Norms for equipment, transportation and arms will be published by
General Staft/’Quartermaster.

3. General Staft’Personnel will provide the Postal Service with personnel
according to these norms.

4. The Postal Service will be an independent Unit for pay purposes and
General StaftyQuartermaster will publish a notice to this efiect.

(signed) Lapidoth*™
(in the name of) Planning Section

(Translation of Figure 59)

Norms (Teken) No. 32/48
MILITARY POSTAL SERVICE

The functions of the Military Postal Service are:

a.  To maintain a postal service in the various military units for communication
with the civilian post and overseas.

b.  To maintain a postal service between military units themselves.

The Service will consist of:

a. a Staff

b. 2 Base Post Offices

c. 8 Army Post Offices (APO’s)

* Note: “Lapidoth™ was the code name for Matityahu (Kornfeld) “Matti” Dagan, who later
served as Administrative Officer of the Central Command under Major General Avalon.
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(There then follows a breakdown of manpower for each unit).

Staff 2 BPOs §APOs RIL.O. Total
(each) (each)*
Officers L | / B
Other Ranks 4 17 4 3 6/
Grand Total 4 24 32 3 66

* Note: There subsequently were established APO’s numbered 1 through 10 as well as 12, 14
and 15, for a total of 13 APQO’s.

How to Make Franking of NIS 2.35  /Nahaun Shereshensty)

[ collect registered covers, and lately I have noticed the different combinations of
stamps on them. The rate is 2.35, and the problem lies with that last 5 agorot*. The
registration fee is 1.80 which is added to the basic rate of 0.55, making 2.35. Basic rate
letters are no problem, since they are franked with NVI stamps. But when it comes to
2.35 (which is the only rate with 5 agorot), we have a problem. There are
three solutions: 1) making the exact rate all in denominated stamps, 2) using
an NVI stamp contrary to regulations, 3) overpayment. I have also found
combinations of (2) and (3) which I call “2+3”,

(1) Exact and ‘kosher’. To do this, you need at least 3 stamps. When the rate came
into effect (1.5.90), there were two stamps with 5 agorot: there was the Herzl
0.05 definitive, but there was no 2.30 stamps. There are 2.50, 1.90. 2.00
(definitives and commemoratives) - but again no 2.30. The most frequent
combination is 2.00+0.30+0.05 (Fig. 60). There is also the 0.75 Architecture
definitive, but there is no 1.60. Fig. 61 shows one solution using 4 stamps;
2x0.80+0.75 is another, with 3 stamps. On 12.6.90 the (denominated) Greeting
Stamps came out, including a 0.55 stamp. But as there is no 1.80 stamp, you
still need at least 3 stamps.

(2) Using an NVI stamp. According to Post Office regulations, NVI stamps are to be
used only for inland standard letters, and cannot be used together with other
stamps. It should be noted, however, that this regulation was never strictly adhered
to, and combination covers have been rather common from the beginning of NVI
stamps, in 1982. But in our case, using the NVI stamp 1s especially convenient, and |
have seen many such covers. There are currently five NVI stamps to choose
from - the three Greeting Stamps, the Sunflower, and the Olive Branch (from
booklets). Complementing the NVI stamp to 2.35 requires 1.80, and the easiest

The article was written when the postage for registered inland letter was NIS 2.35.
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way is to use two 0.90 stamps. There are currently (August, 1990) three such stamps,
including one definitive. Figures 62 and 63 show examples of combination covers.

(3) Overpayment. This is another practical solution that avoids the issue (five
agorot) at all. The most common franking is, naturaly, 2.40. Figure 64 shows one
combination, 2x1.00+0.40 (all definitives), Figure 65 shows another - 2.00+4%0.10.
The combination of 3x0.80 is also widely used. It all depends, of course, on what
is available at the post office at the time. In the case of Figure 66, sent from
a mobile post, they did not even have a 0.40 stamp, so they used 0.50 instead,
making an overpayment of 0.15.

(2+3) Overpayment with NVI's. I have found those as well. Figure 67 has
4 NVI’s+2x0.10, making a total of 2.40. Figure 68 has 5 NVI's, a total
of 2.75! My guesse is that the senders used stamps that they had “at home”,
rather than franking the letters at the post office. I can accept Figure 67 as being
franked by a postal clerk, since it is the closest overpayment, but not Figure
68, which has 0.40 overpayment and stamps of only one type. It should
be noted that if that letter was over 20g., the rate was actually 2.70 and if the sender
had only these NVI stamps, 5 of them were the minimum needed.

Figure 64
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(4) The ultimate solution is using labels from machines. Figure 69 shows a
cover with Frama labels, but even here the sender used 2 labels... Incidentally,
in this case, 2.35 is still overpayment: this is a business reply mail, and
therefore only the registration fee of 1.80 should have been charged. Figure
70 shows a Klussendorf label. The interesting point here is that the letter
was sent from Elat, which has no Klussendorf machine! A close inspection

of the label reveals that it has no cliche number, which means that it
originated from the Philatelic Service.

e W

R ariTes”,

Figure 69
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* GENERAL NEWS *
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New Cancellations and Post Offices N

[(Compiled by B. Fivlev ¥ 9. Nachligal)
A. Special Cancellations (see also Fig. 71)
21.11.90: **25 yeras Port of Ashdod”, Ashdod.

27.11.90:
04.12.90:
12.12.90:
12.12.90:
12.12.90:
12.12.90:
12.12.90:

“Israel’s Philatelists greet Armenia 90, Tel Aviv-Yafo.

“Menachem Savidor Tel Aviv (central) railway station”, Tel Aviv-Yafo.
“Philately Day”, Tel Aviv-Yafo*.

“Computer games”, Yerushalayim®.

“Architecture in Israel”, Yerushalayim*,

“50th anniversary of the death of Z. Jabotinsky”, Yerushalayim*,

*“70th anniversary of the General Federation of Labour in Israel”, Tel

Aviv-Yafo.,
12.12.90: **70th anniversary of ‘Hagana’”, Haifa.
12.12.90: **Israel Stamp Week, Feast of Hanukka”, Tel Aviv-Yafo.
18.12.90: “4th Convention of Israel Philatelists™, Tel Aviv-Yafo.
24.12.90: “Christmas. Noel”, Bethlehem.
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Fig. 71: Special cancellations used in Israel in the last period.

* These were used as special postmarks for the F.D. of the corresponding stamp issue.
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24.12.90: “Christmas. Noel”, Nazareth.

19.02.91: ““Hadera Centenary, 1891-1991"", Hadera*.

19.02.91; “Keep in Touch, Greetings, Happy Birthday”, Yerushalayim*.
19.02.91; “Sarah Aaronsohn, Lea Goldberg, Rahel Bluwstein”, Yerushalayim®.
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Fig. 7l(continued): Special cancellations used in Israel in the last period.

B. Definitive Cancellations (Type designation refer to Figure 72)

21.11.90: “Qiriat Bialik, Paye”, new “Paid” machine cancellation in Qiriat Bialik
Post Office.

21.11.90: “*Qiriat Bialik”, new machine cancellation in Qiriat Bialik Post Office.

12.12.90: “*Givatayim 11, “Givatayim 12", additional postmarks in Givatayim Post
Office.

12.12.90: ““Netanya 30", additional postmark in Netanya.

17.12.90: “Ramat Gan, Paye”, new “Paid” machine cancellation in Ramat Gan Post
Office.

23.12.90: *“Afula 12 (Type A), additional postmark in Afula Post Office.

23.12.90: *Akko 9 (Type A), additional postmark in Akko Post Office.

23.12.90: “Haifa 47, ““Haifa 5" (Type A), replaced postmarks in Haifa Post Office.

23.12.90: **Haifa 17", ““Haifa 22", “Haifa 41" (Type B) replaced postmarks in Haifa
Post Office.

23.12.90: “Holon 4 (Type A), additional postmark in Holon Post Office. |

23.12.90: “Kefar Sava 17" (Type B), additional postmark in Kefar Sava Post Office.

23.12.90: *Nahariyya 13" (Type A), additional postmark in Nahariya Post Office.

23.12.90: **Nes Ziyyona 6" (Type B), additional postmark in Nes Ziyyona Post Office.
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Fig. 72: Some types of postmarks recently introduced,

23.12.90: “Qiryat Gat 57 (Type B), additional postmark in Qiryat Gat Post Office.

23.12.90: “Qiryat Malakhi 4” (Type B), additional postmark in Qiryat Malakhi Post
Office.

23.12.90: “Raanana 10 (Type A), Additional postmark in Raanana Post Office.

23.12.90: “Ramat Gan 39 (Type B), additional postmark in Ramat Gan Post
Office.

23.12.90: “Rehovot 27" (Type B), additional postmark in Rehovot Post Office.

23.12.90: “Rishon Leziyyon 16 (Type A), additional postmark in Rishon Leziyon
Post Office.

23.12.90: *“Tel Aviv-Yafo 127 “Tel Aviv-Yafo 33" “Tel Aviv-Yafo 35" (Type A),
replaced postmarks in Tel Aviv-Yafo Post Office.

23.12.90: “Tel Aviv-Yafo 40”, “Tel Aviv-Yafo 131" (Type B), replaced postmarks
in Tel Aviv-Yafo Post Office.

23.12.90: *“Tiberias 15", additional postmark in Tiberias Post Office.

23.12.90: **Yavne 6" (Type A), additional postmark in Yavne Post Office.

23.12.90: “*Yerushalayim 5, “Yerushalayim 13" (Type A), replaced postmarks in
Jerusalem Post Office.

23.12.90: *“Yerushalayim 157, “Yerushalayim 18", “Yerushalayim 34” (Type B),
replaced postmarks in Jerusalem Post Office.

25.12.90: “Soreq Nuclear Research Center™™*,

25.12.90: “Netivot X Paye”, a handstamp ““Paid™ in Netivot Post Office.**

* This postmark, introduced in the afternoon of the 25th, has the name of the institute in
proper English, while the previous one (which was still in use on the same morning) had
the name in transliteration from Hebrew.

*# This postmark was not mentioned in any “Notice to the Public”.
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06.01.91: “Haifa 20” (Type C), replaced postmark in Haifa Post Office.*

06.01.91: “Nazeret Illit 3” (Type C), replaced postmark in Nazeret Tllit Post Office.

06.01.91: *Netanya 24 (Type C), replaced postmark in Netanya Post Office.

06.01.91: “Rehovot 30” (Type C), additional postmark in Rehovot Post Office.

06.01.91: “Tel Aviv-Yafo 4” (Type C), replaced postmark in Tel Aviv-Yafo (Philatelic
Service)

06.01.91: “Tel Mond 3" (Type C), additional postmark in Tel Mond Post Office.

06.01.91: “Yerushalayim 89" (Type C), replaced postmark in Jerusalem Post Office.

21.01.91: “Nazareth 10, for the Postal Agency grade A, opened in El-Ram suberb
in Nazareth.

03.02.91: “Basmat Tabon”, for the Postal Agency grade B, opened in Basmat Tabon

03.02.91: “Dimona 77, “Dimona 8" (Type C), additional postmarks in Dimona
Post Office.

03.02.91: *“Givatayim 6 (Type C), replaced postmark in Givatayim Post Office.

03.02.91: “Hadera 3", “Hadera 4, “Hadera 7”, “Hadera 117, “Hadera 12" (Type
C), replaced postmarks in Hadera Post Office.

03.02.91: “Haifa 21 (Type C), replaced postmark in Haifa Post Office.

03.02.91: “Herzliyya 21 (Type C) additional postmark in Herzliyya Post Office.

03.02.91: “Hod Hasharon 9” (Type C), replaced postmark in Hod Hasharon Post
Office.

03.02.91: “Hod Hasharon 11" (Type C), additional postmark in Hod Hasharon
Post Office.

03.02.91: ““Holon 34" (Type C), additional postmark in Holon Post Office.

03.02.91: “Tiberias 9” (Type C), replaced postmark in Tiberias Post Office.

12.02.91: *“Ashdod 257, additional postmark in Ashdod Post Office.

12.02.91: *“Ashgelon 21, additional postmark in Ashgelon Post Office.

* On 6 January, 1991 some new postmarks have been introduced in various post
offices, having the usual diameter (29-30 mm) but larger letters than most of the
usual postmarks (s. Fig. 72, Type C, in comparison to the usual Type D).

New Stamps
The following stamps were issued during the last period:

19.2.19: Famous Israeli Women - Rahel Bluwstein, Lea Goldberg, Sarah Aaronsohn,
(3xNIS 1.30); Hadera Centenary (NIS 2.50); Good Wishes (continued) -
“Greetings”, “Happy Birthday”, “Keep in Touch” (3% Ag 60) - non-denominated,
for local letter.

9.4.91: Architecture in Israel (NIS 1.40); Memorial Day, 1991 (Ag 65); 14th Hapoel
games (NIS 0.60, 0.90, 1.10).




Updated List of the Klussendorf Postage Labels
/ . r(/%(a/wdé(zfad/@'/, (%%aow{ém/

List of Klussendorf postage labels in Israel as of 1.4.91. **” indicates one
of the original machines, installed on 9.7.90. If not stated otherwise, machine is
at the head post office of the town.

1%
2_*
i
4.*
3%
6.

5.

10.
L1.

12.%
13.
14.%
15.%
16.

I'7.*
18.%

AFULA 016

AKKO 015, 038 (Sep. "90)

ASHDOD 021

ASHQELON 031

BAT YAM - Balfour branch 027, 002 (7.12.90), 027

BEER SHEVA

a.* Head Office 019, 037 (around 25.7.90)

b. Hadassa branch 001, 042 (7.12.90)

HAIFA

a.* Carmel branch 030

b. Shigmona (GPO) 029

c. Hachalutz branch 035 (24.3.91)

d. Qenion Lev Hamifratz 018 (24.3.91)

HERZLIYA 022

HOD HASHARON - Paz petrol station 017, 006 (1.91), 017
GIVATAYIM - Paz petrol station, Ha’aluf Sade junction 012
JERUSALEM

a.* Ramat Eshkol branch 013

b.* Rehavia branch 020, 036 (19.11.90), 020 (13.3.91)

¢.* Beit Hakerem branch 023, 045 (11.7.90)

NAHARIYA 009

QIRYAT ATTA 006, 040 (19.11.90), 039 (18.2.91)°, 015 (20.2.91)
RAMAT HASHARON 010, 043 (16.9.90), 010 (1.91)
RISHON LEZION 004

TEL AVIV

a.* Yehuda Halevi branch 033, 008 (7.12.90)

b.* Weizmann branch 034, 041 (2.91)

¢.* Dizengoff 286 branch 032, 044 (7.12.90)

d.* Philatelic Service?, Jaffa — no cliche number.

e.* Sorting Centre', Hahagana Rd. 014, 003 (around 11.7.90)
f.  Zamenhoff branch 026

YAVNE 024

ZEFAT 007

Cross-reference by cliche numbers to list numbers:

l6d

001 6b 010 14 019 o6a 028 037
002 5 011 020 11b 029 7b 038
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003  16e 012 10 ° 021 3 030 7a 039 13
004 15 013 1la 022 8 031 4 040 13
005 014 16e 023 1lc 032  lé6c¢ 041 16b
006 13,9 015 2,13 024 17 033 16a 042  6b
007 18 016 1 025 034 16b 043 14
008 16a 017 9 026 16f 035 7c 044  16¢
009 12 018 7d 027 5 036 11b 045 ll¢
Notes:

1. #16e was not listed in the original Post Office Public Notice.

2. #16d was used for the official FDC, and is used now by the Failatelic Service to
fill orders.

3. Cliche 039 was in the QIRYAT ATTA machine on 18.2.91 but functioned less
than a day and was replaced by 015 the following day.

Book Review

Siegel’s Newsletter of Holyland-Israel-Judaic philately by Marvin Siegel

Sometime ago this tiny publication celebrated the appearance of its 100th
Issue. We consider it proper to take this opportunity to highlight this humble
but noteworthy bimonthly newsletter, which was first issued about 17 years
ago.

This one-person enterprise is a marvelous example of a publication, commercial
on the one hand, but on the other very useful from many aspects to all
Holyland and Judaica philatelists. It could only have been issued by someone
like Marvin Siegel, an exceptional stamp dealer, who not only deals with
stamps and covers but also loves and enjoys our hobby and who is moreover
most knowledgeable about the material. He involves himself devotedly in the
propagation and developments of Holyland philately throughout the world.

Each Issue (of about 12 pages) is typically composed of four pages of current text
and eight pages of a mail auction of Holyland and Judaic material extensively
illustrated. The current text is devoted to a lively spectrum of philatelic subjects,
from first hand news of interest to Holyland collectors, analyses of philatelic
market trends, to highly profesional discussion of various philatelic and postal
history subjects and reviews of new books.

The profound knowledge and experience of Marvin in all these subjects make
these short passages a rich source of interesting information apart from being most
enjoyable reading. Many up to date news of current events and developments
are also included in these pages. Since his “aliya” to Israel Marvin has first-
handed information of all news both in Isracl and in the USA.

The items offered in the mail auction range from low priced to rarer, far more
expensive, ones — in other words for all levels of collectors.

We congratulate Marvin and wish him many happy returns with his Newsletter.
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Holy Land Auctions’ Realizations

Prices are in US Dollars. 10-15% buyer’s commission and 1.5-2.7% V.A.T.
should be added.

Negev Holyland Stamps, September 1990
*Turkish Post, 1914, Khan-Younesse (ST. 35/01) on punched postal

stationery to Rosh Pinnah - $3200
*Turkish Post, 1905, “Jaffa-Jerousalem” in red (ST. 53/06) on official

stampless cover — $3750
*Turkish Post, 1908, “Safed 2" all Arabic (ST 47/08) on printed matter

cover to Vienna — 5860
*1918, Typo, 9p pair with double print, unused - - §120
*1920, 2nd Local Ovpt. 5p with English “Palestine” partly omitted — $1350
*1948, Doar Ivri 50m imperforated between stamp and tab - 3630
*1949, “Road to Jerusalem” with tab on private FDC - $470

Siegel’s Holyland Philatelists, February 1991

*Turkish Post, Meo Shearem on p.c. to Germany — $285
*1920, Ist Local Ovpt. 5p Type 13, mint - $322
#1948, Minhelet Ha’am, Ness Ziona registered cover — $78
#1948, Minhelet Ha’am, Jerusalem 5m “Gimmel” on circular — 386
*1948, Doar Ivri, tabbed rouletted set on FDC - $470

*Tel Aviv Stamp Co., February 1991
*Turkish Post, “Haifa™ (ST. 10/05) on registered cover, franked quadruple

rate to Germany - $900
*1920, Ist Local Ovpt., 2p Setting I, the 24 types — $600
*1922, “London 1", 3m, circle variety in block of 12 - $1100

*1928, Registered envelope PR10, franked 26m pictorials from Jaffa to Koln — $325
#1948, Minhelet Ha’am, 10m used as revenue on document, tied by firm

cachet, May 5, 1948 - $700
*1948, pair of courier covers from Qiryat Anavim, both mailed in Tel Aviv

with Minhelet Ha’am stamps. One is tied by Minhelet Ha’am pmk,

the other by Tel Aviv trilingual pmk on FD, May 16, 1948 - $1150
#1948, unfranked courier cover from Paris. Haifa transit May 31, taxed

20m with 1st P.D. in Rishon LeZion on June 2nd — $3100
*1948, Registered cover “Meshek Yagur”, franked Doar Ivri — $275
*1948, Doar Ivri full set on Minister Sheet, cancelled Sde Ya’acov mandate

D.C. pmk - $3000

*1953, Maimonides, final colour trial in brown, complete imperforate
pane of 16 - $12,500
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Members’ Free Advertisments
Every member is entitled to a 3-line free ad, once a year

Trying to compile data about Mandate meter markings of Tel Aviv. Would like

to buy lots or interesting items. Avi Zechory, 19905 Butternut, Southficld. Ml 48076,
U.S.A,

NEGEV
HOLYLAND
STAMPS LTD.

We hold three times per year a

HOLYLAND MAIL AUCTION

Our Auction usually contains a comprehensive
range of all aspects of Holy Land Philately

and is priced in U.S. Dollars

Subscription rate to our lavishly produced Auction Catalogues
Is $10 for one year (3 Sales) or $18 for 2 years (6 Sales).

Subscription includes Prices Realized mailed to all subscribers
with the next catalogue.

Negev Holyland Stamps

(Incorporating MICHAEL H. BALE) LTD.

P. 0. Box 1 ’ lifracombe, Devon EX34 9BR, England




While visiting
Israel don'’t forget
i o 8§ e e u s t o o You
are al ways welcome
and you will not

b e disappointed

We offer you:
* Rare Israeli stamps from all periods
* Postal History of the Holy Land from all
periods: Ottoman period, British Mandate, (
Interim period and the State of Israel.

* Judaica Postal History and documents.
*Revenues and other labels of the
Holy Land from all periods.
*Foreign stamps from all countries.
*Single original bulletins of
"The Holy Land Philatelist"

* Big local smile

You are welcome !

STAMPS CENTER
94 Allenby Rd., Souterrain
P.O.B. 4444, Tel Aviv
Tel. (03) 615755
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With Compliments
M 7ind

I'HFH

Rafa Laboratories Ltd. Jerusalem




JEWISH ANTIQUITIES
«YASHAN NOSHANs»
M. Feldman
11 Hagai St, Jerusalem

95262 Israel
Tel. 02-370305

ANTIQUE & RARE BOOKS.

MANUSCRIPTS, AUTOGEAPHS, DOCUMENTS,
ANTIQUE RELIGIOUS ARTICLES.

JEWISH ART.

JUDAICA, HEBRAICA.

WE BUY + SELL * TRADE *

ACT AS AGENTS * AFPFRAISE ¥ ADVISE *
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The first of a series of Catalogues is currently

in preparation, Catalogues will be sent
please G-d free of charge upon request.

Please fill in:

NAME :

FAMILY

FIRST

ADDRESS:

STREET No.——

BOROUGH

CITY STATE/Zip

PHONE (Home) . (Business)

1 COLLECT

(PLEASE DETAIL)

IN the event that you have any items to

offer for SALE or TRADE, we will
be glad to be of service to you
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DOAR IVRI AND LATER ISSUES OF

ISRAEL

The highly specialised collection formed by the
late Major Sidney Denfield of London

To be sold by auction in Zurich

on 28 - 29 May 1991

The valuable mint collection includes many issues in
complete sheets, control blocks of some of the values
as well as the 1948 Doar Ivri, 500 m and 1000m.
imperforate, the 1000m. in a pair imperforate between
as well as a block with tabs of the same value.

There are also artists' essays, drawings and proofs.
Catalogues at $20 available from
8 King St., Snt. James’s

(Anke Adler-Slottke)

London SW1Y 6QT

Tel. (71) 839 9060

Fax (71) 389 2688

or

Christie’s (Israel)

Mary Gilben

Asia House, 4 Weizmann St.

Tel Aviv 64239

Tel. (03) 250671

Fax (03) 6952751

1948 DOAR IVRI 3m. |
control block , rare

group 1 (number "048")
unmounted mint, !

This sale also features EUROPE AND OVERSEAS with many |
single rarities and covers.

CHRISTIES

ROBSON LOWE
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A telegram from the Hagana Quartermaster to ‘Boaz’, informing that *"The
Military Mail will begin to function as of May 20" (see article on p. 245)
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