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TOURO SYNAGOGUE ON STAMP

After 16 years of red tape, bickering
and waiting, Touro Synagogue, the
oldest standing synagogue in America,
may finally get its picture on a com-
memorative U.S. Postage stamp.

In 1963 the Society of Friends of
Touro Synagogue wrote the first of
many letters to the U.S. Postmaster
General. Two weeks ago, the stamp
proposal climbed into the Postal
Service category of possible stamp
issues.

It may be issued in 1984 or later, if
ever.

Touro is a Georgian-style beauty
considered one of the finest works of
colonial architect Peter Harrison. The
200-year-old structure is a National
Historic Site.

The group argued that if the Postal
Service can issue Christmas stamps,
it can issue one with an historic
synagogue.

THE "SHEKEL” INSTEAD OF THE LIRA
ON KKL STAMPS
"SHEKEL"” OF REDEMPTION

"Shekel” is the name given to a
document every Jew receives who
pays membership-dues to the World
Zionist Organisation, as well as pro-
viding voting rights in the elections to
the World Zionist Congress.

The Keren Kayameth Leisrael will in
the future, issue its stamps with the
nominal value of "Shekel”, as a sym-
bol of the link with the "Founders” of
Zionism, and of the revival of Jewish
roots.

The First Zionist Congress, aware of
the Shekel's traditional symbolism,
instituted it as membership fee. As the
various political parties were estab-
lished within the Zionist Movement,
each produced its own Shekel until the
14th Zionist Congress of 1925.
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PAPAL ISSUE WITH GOLDA MEIR

Besides the Vatican, Saint Lucia is
the only nation to commemorate the
most important papal events. Original-
ly this set was to commemorate the
life of Pope Paul VI only, but sub-
sequently a new Pope was elected and
shortly afterwards died. Pope John
Paul is also commemorated in this set.
10¢ — Pope Paul VI (21 June 1963 —

6 August 1978) & Pope John
Paul | (27 August 1978 —
28 September 1978)

30c — Pope Paul VI meeting with
Anwar Sadat of Egypt in 1976

50c — Pope Paul VI with United
Nations Secretary General
U Thant

55¢ — Historic meeting of Israeli

premier Golda Meir and
Pope Paul VI in 1973.

$2 — Pope Paul VI and Martin Luther
King, American Civil Rights
Leader.

70th ANNIVERSARY OF "HASHOMER”
(1909 - 1979)

"The Hashomer Organisation” was
founded at a time of need for Jewish
self-defence which arose with the
increasing incidence of Arab disputes
and rioting against the Jewish settlers
in Galilee,

It began in 1907 as the secret orga-
nisation "Bar Giora'', named after the
leader of the battles against the Ro-
mans prior to the destruction of the
Second Temple.

In 1909, "Bar Giora" became ''Ha-
shomer.”




The illustrations of this article also contain
some of the most important problems a
stamp designer has to deal with. Among
them | might mention the problem of the
size and form of the stamp. A portrait
alone, for instance does not suffice to make
it a stamp. A number of designs have to
be carried out to test different sizes, as
well as dozens of colour sketches.

5

Unaccepted sketch — Gab

on
FEDERATION OF ISRAELI
PHILATELIC SOCIETIES

Prsident — 1. Oko; Vice Presidents —
M. Vigodsky, A. Sinek; Secretary — R.
Nachum; Treasurer — S. Arzi; Youth and
international exhibitions — 1. Barrack; Exhi-
bitions — A. Steckel; Press Officer —
M. Vigodsky; Expertising — M. Martin;
Societies liaison — M. Shesley.

SENATOR HUBERT H. HUMPHREY (Jr.)

Senator Humphrey a leader aware
of human rights; devoted supporter of
the State of Israel; a good friend of
the Jewish People and the Keren Ka-
yemeth Leisrael.

Humphrey was for 30 years a ser-
vant of the public. He was Vice-Presi-
dent of the United States for 4 years.

The KKL honoured him with a stamp
in 1979.

FORTHCOMING ISSUES
NOVEMBER — 6 NEW STAMPS

November will bring us seven stamps

devoted to Prominent Figures in Israel's
Modern History — 3; Children Paint
Jerusalem — 3 and International Year of
the Child — 1.

The three prominent figures represented
are Arthur Ruppin — Zionist leader, econo-
mist and sociologist (IL. 7.00); Joseph
Trumpeldor — Zionist leader and fighter
(IL. 9.00) and Aaron Aaronson — agrono-
mist and one of the founders of NILI, the
underground intelligence service which
helped the British in their efforts to end
Turkish rule in Palestine.

The three multi-coloured stamps were
designed by Z. Narkis.

The series of “Children Paint Jerusalem”
depicts three of the prize-winning entries
in the competition organized by the Govern-
ment Information Services in co-operation
with the Mayor of Jerusalem and a number
of government and public institutions as
part of the celebrations to mark the 10th
anniversary of the re-unification of the city
of Jerusalem. Over 15,000 entries were
received from children aged 7—14 from
over 40 countries.

The stamps are in denominations of
IL. 180, IL. 4.00 and IL. 5.00. They were
adapted for printing by E. Weishoff and
printed by lithography at the Lewin-Epstein
press.

Israel, in common with a long list of
countries around the world, is commemo-
rating the United Nation's “International
Year of the Child" by issuing a special
stamp to honour the event. The multi-
coloured stamp in a denomination of
IL. 8.50, designed by N. Siegler-Eliya, shows
a child sliding down a rainbow. It was
printed by photogravure.
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DESIGNS AND DESIGNERS
Oswald Adler, Tel-Aviv

My favourite subjects are portraits, animal
drawings, landscapes and figure composi-
tions. They appear chiefly in those stamps
which | have designed for various African
countries. But since | came to stamps
as an all-round designer with experience in
the field of commercial art | used to
handle abstract subjects too.

Every artist used to make dozens of
sketches for one stamp and has always to
take the risk of his work not being ap-
proved by the jury. In this article appear
some of those sketches, which did not
make it. I never throw them away, because
I still hope, one day they will turn into
postage stamps, one way or the other.
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The portrait sketch | prepared for the
stamp honouring the memory of our late
president Zalman Shazar which was not ap-
proved by the jury and which appears
in this article, provided the starting
point for a series of new stamps, which
will shortly be issued by the Keren Kayemet
le Israel. One in memory of our late
president Mrs Golda Meir (shown in this
article) and the second in memory of our

first Minister of the Interior, Mr. Yitzhak
Gruenbaum. An abstract design, which
did not make it, is also to be seen

among the illustrations of this article: the
sketch for the Centenary of the Jewish
National Anthem "Hatigwa”. One of the

in for

many sketches | sent the Ben-
Gurion stamps is also shown here. It
represents our great statesman in profile,
inspired by a photograph made by our
outstanding Jerusalem photographer Mr. Har-
ris. If it would have been up to me, |
would have given preference to this sketch
and not to the one that was finally chosen
by the jury. All these illustrations prove
to what a degree the artist's original artwork
is influenced by other factors and how
far the art of stamp design is from an
entirely independent artwork.




FESTIVALS, HEALTH RESORTS,
JEWISH AGENCY JUBILEE

September 4th saw the issue of six
new stamps devoted to Festivals 5740
(1979) — 3; Health Resorts in Israel —
2 and the Jewish Agency Jubilee — 1.

The Festival stamps which were de-
signed by A. Glaser, portray three famous
Jewish Sages-Craftsmen — men of learning
who practised and preached the virtues of
cocmbining study with engaging in a craft.

The set consists of three values —
IL. 1.80, IL. 850 and IL. 13.00 correspond-
ing to the tariffs for an inland letter, an
air mail letter to Europe and an air mail
letter to America respectively.

The IL. 1.80 value shows Rabbi Meir
Ba'al Ha-Ness who earned his living as
a scribe while acting as head of the
Tiberias Yeshiva. The IL. 8.50 value depicts
Rabbi Jehoshua ben Hananiah, an out-
standing teacher who worked as a black-
smith, while the IL. 13.00 value is devoted
t> Rabbi Johanan the Sandal-Maker, one of
thc outstanding sages of all times.

The two Health Resort stamps, designed
by A. Kalderon, are devoted to Israel's
Hot Springs which have been famous for
their healing properties from the days of
the Roman occupation cf Palestine.

The IL. 8.00 stamps represents the
Tiberias Hot Springs while the IL. 12.00
value represents the Dead Sea Hot Springs.

The stamps, which are multi-coloured,
were printed by lithography at the Lewin-
Epstein press.

The 50th anniversary of the founding
of the Jewish Agency in 1929 is com-
memorated by a stamp of IL. 10.00 with
a symbolic design, the work of D. Cohen.

Holy Land Revenues

A Holy Land revenues study group
has recently been formed. lts first
object is to prepare a bibliography of
all known articles and reference works
on the subject, including Turkish
fiscals used in the Holy Land, Palestine

British Mandate revenues and lsrael
revenues. Any reader interested is
invited to communicate with the co-
ordinator : Charles F. Mandell, 190
Lincoln Highway, Edison, New Jersey
08817, USA.

ORT IN ISRAEL

ORT (Organization for Rehabilitation
through Training) is the Jewish com-
munity’s pre-eminent vocational train-
ing system, active in Israel and twenty-
four other countries.

Be on the lookout for an ORT com-
memorative stamp from lIsrael . . . pro-
bably in 1980 ... on the occasion of
"100 Years of ORT.” The Philatelic
Service of the Israel Ministry of Com-
munications and the Israel Union of
Graphic Artists have conducted a con-
test for the best design. As is common
practice in Israel, the competition was
prominently announced in the daily
newspapers.

GPR PUBLICATIONS, INC. - AUCTION
INDEX

The Index, which is published month-
ly, is designed to meet the needs of
serious auction buyers, collectors,
dealers and investors for up-to-date
information on current stamp auction,
mail sale and private treaty offerings
all over the world.

Some of the valuable features of
this first issue of the Index include :

— A list of over 350 auction firms
and their addresses, both in the
U.S. and abroad

— An analysis of items being offer-
ed, by country, a unique feaiure
that will enable the dealer, spe-
cialist and investor to rapidly
locate items of interest

— A reader's service card to
facilitate readers’ requests for
auction catalogues, information
on catalogue subscriptions, etc.

P.O. Box 702, Bayside, N.Y. 11361
US.A.
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Maurice's Stamp Shop

MAURICE VALENTIN <vuue sucrons
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SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR FOREIGN COUNTRIES
AND THEMATICS STAMPS
OLD & NEW STAMPS
ISRAEL & FOREIGN COUNTRIES

STAMP AUCTIONS
NIYERIY NYvvan ],UJb] v’-l]n DYy2a

INAWY 29527 TN ANHN 659001 MaY0 25 Y9N ma
25 BIALIK ST. P.O.B. 29527, TEL-AVIV, TEL: 659001
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