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Letters to the Editor

In reply to a query concerning mail
across lIsrael’s Northern Borders we would

note that:
while there is no mail service between
Israel and Lebanon — not even with the

recently declared independent Christian
enclave — there are a number of interest-
ing philatelic aspects of this border.

UNIFIL — The United Nations Interim
Force in Lebanon — operates a mail service
serving the different national contingents.
The Forces mail is handled either by the
office in Nahariya (Israel) or by the office
at Naqura (just over the border in Leban-
on). Mail from the Force can bhe found
with lsrael stamps, stamps of the partic-
ular contingent (such as Austria, France,
Sweden) or with the special UNIFIL can-
cellation.

PuG e
~ D50}

Another special feature of the border
is the "Good Fence” along which regular
contacts are made between lIsraelis and
Lebanese christians and Lebanese sick or
wounded are given treatment, while food
and supplies pass from lIsrael to Lebanon
and Lebanese workers cross to  work in
Israel. Postal Stations at Metula, Dovev and
Hanita cancel all mail with a special “Good
Fence' postmark.

During the brief Israeli occupation of
southern Lebanon there was no organized
army postal service so that mail from the
troops taking part in “Operation Litany'
was handed over to personnel travelling
back to lsrael. Such items are very scarce.

Israel’s Mobile Post Offices

The Israel Study Group of the Federa-
tion of Federal German Philatelists has re-
cently brought out a definitive monograph
on Israel's Mobilg Post Offices. This ex-
haustive work prepared by H. Danesch in
cooperation with collectors in Israel and
abroad, gives detailed listings of all MPO
routes, postmarks, registration labels, etc.
and is an invaluable source of information
for MPO collectors. It is written in German
but the wealth of illustrations make it
comprehensible even to those whose know-
ledge of the language is limited.

Chaim Gross honours WFUNA

The WFUNA First Day Cover prepared
for the UN “New International Economic
Order” stamps issued on 11th January
1980 has a reproduction of a watercolour
created especially for WFUNA by the
world renowned award-winning sculptor
and artist — Chaim Gross. This is the sec-
ond work created by Chaim Gross for
WFUNA — the first was the watercolour
prepared for the WFUNA First Day Cover
of the 1973 UN Namibia issue.

Israelis exhibit at New Delhi

Two Israeli philatelists exhibited at the
international Philatelic Exhibition held in
New Delhi at the end of January 1980.
Prof. Eylan exhibited his collection of
“"Medicine on stamps’’ and Eng. Stampler
“the Holocaust on stamps’’. A third parti-
cipant was R. Livne who submitted his

monograph on “Doar lvri™.
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Egyptian-Israel Relations

The resumption of normal relations
between lIsrael and Egypt, suspended for
over 30 years, also has its philatelic aspects.
On Sunday, 27 January 1980, the first des-
patch of air mail from lIsrael to Egypt left
for Cairo. Since the first regular El Al tlight
was postponed pending the signing of the
air agreement between the two couritries,
the mail was routed via Athens. The Israel
Post Office provided a special commem-
orative postmark to mark the event — this
postmark was put into use on January 27
in Beer Sheva.

It is not known whether Egypt will
give philatelic recognition to the event. Un-
like Israel, which issued commemorative
postmarks on the occasion of Sadat's first
visit to Israel, Begin's flight to Egypt, the
award of the Nobel Peace Prize to Sadat
and Begin (in addition to the latest post-
mark) as well as a stamp and souvenir sheet
honouring the signing of the Peace Agree-
ment, Egypt has issued but a single stamp
for the Peace Agreement {and cven that
was printed wholly in Arabic, without a
word of Hebrew).

The postage rates tor mail to Eqgypt
are the same as those applying to Europe
The 27th January also saw the opening
of overland communications hetween s-
rael and Egypt and a frontier post, man-
ned by police and customs officials was
set up at Neot Sinai to handle passengers
crossing in both directions. On the same
day a Postal Station was opened on the
spot, where visitors can post items of mail
which will be cancelled with the special
pictorial cangellation.
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New Issues

On the 8th January 1980, new post-
cards and inland letter sheets were issued
to conform with the new postal tariffs
which came into effect at the beginning of
December 1979. The denomination of the
postcard is 1L.2.30 and the lettersheet
IL.2.70. To complete the set of postal
stationery, a new IL.12 aerogramme was
issued on the 25th December.

The 25th December was also the date
of issue of the latest “Stand-by"" stamp —
a 1L.2.70 denomination required for let-
ters within the country.

Special cancellations

9.10.1979 “Tenth Anniversary of
UPU Day", Jerusalem.
“Christmas-Noel 1979",
Bet Lehem (Zahal) and
Nazareth.
“The opening of Postal
and  Telecommunication
services |srael-Egypt”,
Beer Sheva.
“Neot Sinai Station (Za-
hal).
Last day of the
Postal Station at
Katharina, Mt. Sinai
which was
Egypt.

24.12.1979

27.1.1980

27.1.1980
15.11.1979 Israel
Santa

returned to

A special post office was opened at the
Tel Aviv Museum on 30th January 1980 to
serve the World Congress held to mark the
3b6th liberation of
Auschwitz. A special cancellation was put
into use to mark the event.

anniversary of the

Left-Band Phosphor ’

A major variety of the 1L.1.80 Stand-
by stamp — a number of shapts of the 0.8,
1979 printing of this stamp have hoen
found with left-band phosphor inwead ol
the normal right-band. This vaiety (%
known only on high'serial numbercd shoeets
of this printing.




FORTHCOMING ISSUES

Gush Etzion stamp chosen

July will see the issue of a stamp to
maik the resettlement of Gush Etzion —
the Etzion block of settlements situated
midway between Jerusalem and Hebron.

A public competition held to choose
the design for the stamp elicited almost
100 entries. The prize-winning design was
that of David Ben-Hador and the 1runner-up
was Adth Vanooijen, a recent immigrant
from Holland, whose entries gained hoth
the second and third prizes.

Modern Jewish settlement of Gush
Etzion dates back to 1927 with the found-
ing of Migdal Eder. The Arab riots prevent-
ed a continuation of Jewish settlement
more than once, but in 1843 Kefar Etzion
was firmly established, followed by Massuot
Yitzhag in 1945 and En Zurim and Reva-
dim in 1946,

With the outbreak of the War of In
dependence in 1948, the area came undi
siege and was cut off from Jerusalem. Bit-
ter fighting took place over a period of six

months and all attempts to lift the siege
failed. Finally the settlements fell to the
forces of the Arab Legion and the Arab
irregulars and the settlers were taken into
captivity to Transjordan.

For 20 years the survivors and their
chiidien dreamed of returning to their
former homes and in 1967, following the
recapture of the area in the Six Day War,
the children of the original settlers of
Kefar Etzion organized themselves into a
settlement group and made plans to re-
turn to their former home under the slog-
an "And the children shall return home".
In that year their dream was realized.
Ketar Etzion was followed by Allon She-
vut — the new regional centre; Rosh Zurim
which was built on the ruins of En Zurim;
Elazar and Migdal Oz.

In 1979 the Military Government es-
tablished a Regional Council — Etzion —
comprising these 5 settlements together
with  the neighbouring settlements of
Tequa and Har Gilo.
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