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Israel 98 - World Stamp Exhibition

An official event of Israel’s 50th Anniversary celebrations
The Israel Trade Fairs and Convention Center
Tel-Aviv, May 13-21, 1998

Celebrating the 50th anniversary of the State of Israel and its first
Postage Stamps - the Doar Ivri issue

On the conclusion of the work of the Philatelic Committee, the ISRAEL 98
Exhibition has crossed an important threshold. The committee had a number of
meetings to decide on the entries for the 2,500 frames which were allotted to the
different classes in the competition, from applications for over 4,000 frames.

ISRAEL 98 is fortunate to be able to present high level exhibits in all classes. It
is very important to point out the high percentage of first time exhibitors. The
addition of these first time exhibitors stresses the importance of holding exhibitions
at all levels, local, national and international, encouraging the promoters of
philately in all its aspects, to keep enlarging the exhibitors’ ranks.

From a statistical point of view we are happy to have exhibitors from 37
countries, with the United States standing out and Israel close behind. Other
predominant countries are Great Britain, Germany, Switzerland, France and
Sweden. The return of South Africa is noted and of course, that of our neighbour,
Egypt.

All classes are represented in the Exhibition, with Traditional (760 frames)
leading, followed by Postal History (685), Thematics (403), Youth (176), Airmail
(150), Champions Class (128), Honour and Invited exhibits (103), Maximaphily
(51), Mophila (27), Revenue (68) and Literature.

Those interested in receiving a copy of Bulletin #2 or any other information on
the Exhibition should apply to: The Organizing Committee, ISRAEL 98, P.O. Box
4523, Tel Aviv 61045, Israel. (E-mail: www.israel98.org)

New Members in HLPHS Life Members “Fraternity”

The following members have joined our Life Members “Fraternity” during the
last five years - we heartily congratulate them:

10. Moshe Hol-Kalmary Fsvaclt 74 Govin Manlon; Fsvael
77. D W@W USrd 75. Do & H: Kolodrny, USAL

72. Howard F Chapmar; USd /&Mm%%nanf Holland
13. Jonatharn PBecker, USrd 27. D oo Raplaniar:

Life Membership details are published on the inside Front Cover.
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Postal Connections between Russia and Palestine
during WWI

The outbreak of World War I, with Russia fighting against Germany and
Austria/Hungary and their ally Turkey, caused a disruption of postal communica-
tions between Russia and Palestine.

The headquarters of the World Zionist Organization were at that time located in
Berlin, and in order to maintain contact with the branches in the rest of the world
it was found necessary to establish an office in a neutral country. Copenhagen in
Denmark was chosen for this purpose, and an office was established there in 1915
under the direction of Leo Motzkin.

While the primary purpose of this office was political activity and liaison with
the Zionist organizations in other countries, a secondary purpose was to serve as a
relay-point for communications and contacts between Jewish families, mainly
between Russia and Palestine, but also between other countries where families were
cut off from each other by the war.

For this purpose Dr. Simon Bernstein was sent to Copenhagen. Bernstein, a
journalist and Hebrew scholar, was born in Latvia and after having served as
secretary of the Zionist Organization in St. Petersburg, joined the staff of the Head
Office in Berlin in 1912.

Bernstein placed an advertisement in the Russian-language journal “Yevreys-
kaya Zhizn” (“Jewish Life”) as a consequence of which he received a flood of
communications from Russia with requests for information about their relatives in
Palestine and the forwarding of messages.

Illustrated herewith are such cards from Minsk, Yekaterinoslav and others, all
from the years 1915 and 1916 (Figs. 1-4). This service was discontinued in 1918,
and the Copenhagen office closed in 1920. Whilst I have numerous such cards from
Russia to Copenhagen, 1 have not seen any corresponding communications
between Copenhagen and Palestine, and would be pleased to hear from readers
who have such correspondence.

While as mentioned the main part of the inquiries received by the Copenhagen
office originated in Russia and referred to family news, Figure 5 illustrates a card
from an Austro-Hungarian Jewish officer in a Russian prisoner-of-war camp
requesting Zionist literature, and Figure 6 shows a card sent in 1917 by a
Rumanian internee in a German prisoner camp with an urgent request for money
to be sent to him by his family in Rumania through the Copenhagen Office.

* This article was submitted for publication by our veteran member Joseph Hoffman several
months ago. Very sadly, Joseph suddenly passed away a few months later. We publish this
interesting article as a memorial to his blessed memory. (See obituary in this Issue).
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Phosphor Varieties of Israeli Stamps
Sohar Nog; Tt i

Introduction

There are many varieties of Israeli Stamps, especially of definitive issues, which
are reprinted several times. There exist variations of colour shades, paper and gum
types, tab length and phosphor tags (ph. t.). This article reviews the phosphor
varieties of Israeli definitive stamps in the last twenty four years, from the initiation
of phosphor tagging as a means for automatic letter sorting. Some reference is also
given to phosphor errors (to be distinguished from the intentional varieties) of the
definitive issues and of several commemoratives, but this rather as examples and is
a very partial list.

Certain definitive stamps of the Landscape and Town Emblems issues, were
experimentally ph.t. about a year before the first regular ph. t. stamps were issued.
Some sheets of these stamps were tagged with long thick layers and cancelled with
the Philatelic Service postmark of “Jerusalem 79” dated
13.1.74. After separation of the stamps, they were affixed to
various stationery (covers, aerogrammes, etc.) and passed
through the Japanese Automatic Letter Facing (ALF)
machine for a trial run. Later, the stamps were cut off
and sold by the postal authorities mixed in with other
“Massen-Ware” material. A few of these experimental
stamps were discovered by philatelists and today they are
known in single, mostly used condition on cutouts, or
(rarely) as mint singles or small multiples'? (Fig. 7).

The first definitive phosphor tagged stamps for regular use, the I.L. 1 of the
Town Emblem series and the I.L. 0.25 Landskape were printed on 19.12.74, and on
20.11.74 respectively and sold first on 30.1.75. The first commemorative ph.t.
stamps, the 1975 Memorial Day (IsC 648) and “In Memory of Missing Fallen
Soldiers” (IsC 649), were first used on 10.4.75.

The facing machine ‘inspects’ the letters passing on its coveyer, firstly sensing the
phosphor ‘signal’ of the stamps to orient the letter face-up, then sorting the letters
into different groups according to their destinations: local letters for 1
phosphor-band stamps, airmail letters to ‘group A’ countries (Europe etc.) for
two short phosphor-band stamps and letters to ‘group B’ countries (U.S.A etc.) for
two long phosphor-band stamps (this short-band/long-band differentiation is a
relative recent development. Stamps will nominal value lower than the basic local
rate are issued without any ph.t.. Long ph.t. which are sométimes found on earlier
definitive stamps later than 1975, are printing errors rather than intentional
varieties as is discussed later on.

The ALF phosphor sorting system is the principal reason for the issuance of
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different phosphor varieties of certain definitive stamps whenever there is a charge
of postal tariff. For instance one can see many cases in the Tables, where local rate
1-band stamps are reissued with no phosphor-band because the postal rate for a
local letter was upgraded.

Long ph.t.’s appeared on stamps long before it was printed intentionally for
sorting purpose as described above; in fact it was the usual form in the beginning
and only later, (about March 1975), for economy reasons, it was changed to short
ph.t.. Even then one could sometimes find long ph.t. stamps which should have had
short tags - these are not constant varieties but rather printing errors caused by
smearing of the phosphor “ink™: this happened more frequently at the beginning of
the printing. Such errors, when detected by us, are noted by a remark under the
relevant Table. There are all sorts of other accidental phosphor errors, such as
shifted bands, narrow (cut) bands, smeared bands, triple bands or no bands at all
(when there should have been) - these are generally not treated in this work.

In some cases, booklets of certain definitive stamps have been issued in which
otherwise non-existent ph.t. combinations appear. These cases are not reported
here - they will be inclued in a future review of Israeli booklets.

The last table in this work is of commemorative stamps. Such stamps generally
have only one printing and therefore do not have intentional ph.t. varieties. They
do have of course accidental phosphor errors, the same as the definitives, but they
have also a special type of phosphor bands errors which may be called phosphor-
plate constant errors - they are explained as follows and some are reported in the
last Table.

The printing of the phosphor tags, of the numerator numbers and of the plate
numbers is performed in a separate process by the Government Printing House.
The phosphor tagging is equivalent to the printing of an additicnal colour on the
already printed basic stamps sheets. The phosphor printing block is made by
manually pasting bands on a transparent board, where the printing sheet is
composed of (say) 5 post office sheets of 15 stamps each.

For economy reasons, when printing the phosphor bands of the post office
sheets of a set of commemorative stamps, two values of the set are printed together
by the large printing block: say, 3 post office sheets of stamp “A” and 2 of stamp
“B”. It may erroneously happen that the phosphor plastic bands on the printing
block where placed in a certain order that would not fit the arrangement necessary
for one or the other of these values. As a result of such misarrangements several
phosphor plate constant varieties may result, such as: No phosphor at all, wrong
side of a single phosphor band, one band instead of two or vice-versa. This kind of
variety is characterized by the appearance of the error on all of the stamps of the
“bad” post office sheet.

Although the detection of such errors is easy, it is very difficult to estimate its
frequency since the post office sheet of, say, stamp “A” may sometimes appear
twice in the printing sheet and sometimes three times. Thus in one case this sheet
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may have the ph.t. variety of stamp ““A” and has none in the other case.

I have done my best to assure that this research be up to date, precise and as
complete as possible. But it is of course impossible to be perfect, especially in this
kind of research, and I would be grateful to anybody who can let me know of any
mistakes or missing information in this article. Please write to the author, P.O.B.
62029, Tel Aviv 61620 (Tel. 052-641769).

Preface to the Tables

The first three columns of the table are reference numbers of the stamps: “Zohar
List” are the numbers given in this list, Mi - the numbers in Michel Catalogue,
and IsC - the numbers in the Israel Philatelic Services Catalogue.

The nominal values in the column “Value” are indicated without the
contemporary currency name, for the sake of brevity. We believe that this should
not cause any difficulty to the readers.

The First Date of Use of reprints of a definitive issue (unlike for the first
printing) is difficult to know and is therefore frequently missing in the Tables. In
many cases it indicates “Earliest Date Known” rather than “First Date”.

All, but the last, tables are of definitive issues.

The Tables

Town Emblem Definitive Stamps

Catalogue Nos. Printing Date
Mi IsC l Zohar List| Value ‘ Stamp Description | Phosphor Bands | F.D. of Use (PL Bl Date)
445 463 Tla 025 Givatayim none 09/07/69 4/5/69

Tib two long* 13/01/74
338 353 T2a 1.00 Tel Aviv — Yaffo  none 15/12/65

T2b two long 30/1/75 19/12/74

T2 two short 04/05/75
* Experimental Phosphor

Landscape Definitive Stamps

Catalogue Nos. Printing Date
Mi IsC [ Zohar List| Value Stamp Description | Phosphor Bands ’ FD.of Use | (PL BL Date)
524 51 Lla 003 Judean Desert none 07/11/72 14/7/12

Llb right long* 13/01/74
525 574 L2a 00.5 Gan Ha—Shelosha  none 0711712 1/8/72
526 538 L3a 0.15 Negev none 25/10/71 1509/71
521 539 L4a 0.18 Kinneret none 2510/ 9

L4b two long* 13/01/74
598 609 L5a 0.20 Tel Dan none 23/10/73 21B8/73
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(Cont.)
Catalogue Nos. Printing Date
Mi IsC | Zohar List| Value Stamp Description | Phosphor Bands ‘ F.D. of Use (PL BL. Date)
L5b right long 17375 02/02/75
L5c right short 05/10/75
8 540 Léa 02 Yafo none 04/01/72 18/10/71
623 634 L7a 025 Arava none 05/11/74 25/1/74
LTb right long 30/1/75 20/11/74
529 575 L8a 030 En Avedat none 071172 30/7/72
L8b right long* 13/01/74
L& right short 02/09/75
600 610 L9a 0.35 Brekhat Ram none 20/12/73 41m
L% two long* 13/01/74
L% right short 27/4175 17/03/75
530 576 Ll0a 045 Hermon none 16/01/73 nm
L10b right short 9/516 /316
531 541 Llla 0.50 Rosh Pinna none 25/10/71 16/9/71
Lilb tight short 21/3(76
Lllc two short 24875 18/05/75
532 542 Li2a 0.55 Netanya none 04/01/72 27/10/71
599 611 Li3a 0.65 Plain of Zebulun none 23/10/13 14)9/73
L13b right short 118 04/08/77
533 543 Ll4a 0.70 Ein Gedi none 04/01/72 20/10/71
624 635 Li5a 0.80 Beach at Elat none 05/11/74 21/174
L15b right short 281 01/08/77
Ll5c two short 08/11/77
534 54 Lia 0.88 Akko none 2510/71 8/9/M
535 5T Ll7a 095 Hamifratz none 16/01/73 49/m
Hane'elam
601 612 L18a 110 Aqueduct near none 20/12/73 20/11/73
Akko
Ligb right short 250478 02/04/78
625 636 L19a 130 Zefat none 05/11/74 5/8/74
L1% two short 16/3/76 14/11/75
L% tight short 19/01/78
646 657 L20a 170 Nazeret Illit two short 17/06/75 24/4/75
536 578 L2a 200 Coral Island none 16/01/73 21112
L21b two long 24175 20/02/75
L2lc two short 20/11/75
L21d right short 02/10/19
53 519 L2 3.00 Haifa none 0711m 2501m
L22b two short 19/10/75
L2 right short 08/11/19
676 693 L2%a 10.00 Elat none 17/08/76 15/6/76
L23b two short 29/1/78 15/01/78
719 733 L24a 0.10 Cagsarea none 18/10/77 1509/11
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(Cont.)
Catalogue Nos. Printing Date
Mi IsC Zohar List| Value ‘ Stamp Description | Phosphor Bands ] F.D. of Use (PL Bl. Date)
70 734 L1252 1.00 Arava two short 18/10/77 31811
L25b right short 10/8/78 16/05/78
L25¢ none 02/12/19
765 166 L26a 2000 Rosh Pinna none 04/07/78 9/4/78
L26b two short 11178 27/08/78
813 815 L27a 50.00 Avshalom Reserve  mone 15/01/80 24/8/19
* Experimental Phosphor
Stand-by LL. Stamps
Catalogue Nos. Printing Date
Mi IsC Zohar List| Value Stamp Description | Phosphor Bands l F.D. of Use (PL BL. Date)
71 744 ILla 0.75 Symbolic one right 01/12/17) BT
797 799 IL2a 1.80 “ one right 2/519 29/4/79
1L2b one left 09/08/79
659 670 IL3a 1.85 “ two 09/12/75 8/10/75
675 689 [L4a 245 “ two 22/06/76 11/4/76
812 814 [L5a 270 “ one left 251219 9n2m
ILSb one right 09/12/19
821 824 IL6a 430 “ one right 26/05/80 8/5/80
760 761 IL7a 540 “ two 23/05/78 2/5/78
798 800 IL8a 8.00 “ two 220519 30/4/79
Stand-by Shegel Stamps
Catalogue Nos. Printing Date
Mi IsC Zohar List| Value Stamp Description | Phosphor Bands F.D. of Use (PL BL Date)
829 832 Sla 0.05 Uniform none 16/12/80 12/8/80
830 833 S2a 0.10 “ none 16/12/80 8/8/80
831 834 S3a 0.20 “ none 16/12/80 6/8/80
832 835 S4a 0.30 g none 16/12/80 10/8/80
833 836 S5a 0.50 “ none 16/12/80 15/10/80
834 837 S6a 0.60 “ one right 16/12/80 12/10/80
S6b none (error) 21/01/82 16/1/81%
856 859 STa 0.70 “ one right 05/05/81 24381
STb none
861 864 S8a 0.90 “ one right 25/08/81 3/5/81
§8b one left 01/10/81 6/9/81
S8 none (error) 12/11/81
835 838 $9a 1.00 “ two 16/12/80 20/10/80
S9b one right 21/01/82
N none 25/04/82

* On 10/1/82 normal no—phosphior sheets of this stamp were printed.



296

(Cont.)
Catalogue Nos. Printing Date
Mi IC Zohar List| Value Stamp Description | Phosphor Bands | FD.of Use | (PL Bl Date)
874 877 §10a 1.10 “ one right 11/12/82 15/11/82
S10b none (error) 15/11/82
819 883 Slla 120 “ one right 16/03/82 24/12/82
836 839 $12a 200 “ two 16/12/80 17/10/80
S12b one right 30/5/82 16/5/82
812 none 1983
837 840 S13a 280 “ two 16/12/80 5/11/80
862 865 Slda 3.00 “ two 25/08/81 27/4181
S14b none
838 841 S15a 320 2 two 16/12/80 23/10/80
863 866 Sl6a 4.00 “ two 25/08/81 4/5/81
S16b one right
Sl6e none
839 842 Si7a 420 s two 16/12/80 30/10/80
840 843 S18a 500 “ two 16/12/80 28/10/80
S18b none
841 844 S19a 10.00 = none 16/12/80 26/10/80
S19% two 21/1/82 23/12/81
S19% one right
Stand-by Seven Species
Catalogue Nos. Printing Date
Mi IsC Zohar List| Value Stamp Description | Phosphor Bands l F.D. of Use ‘ (PL BL. Date)
917 7)) SSla 040 Seven Species none 11/01/83
918 m $S2a 0.80 “ none 11/01/83
885 889 §83a 140 “ one right 22/06/82 1/6/82
919 924 §S4a 6.00 “ two 11/01/83
584b one right
943 949 §85a 700 “ two 11/10/83
944 950 SS6a 8.00 e two 11/10/83
945 951 §§7a 9.00 “ two 11/10/83
946 952 S88a 15.00 e two 11/10/83
963 969 §89a 30.00 “ two 26/04/84
S59b none
964 970 §810a 50.00 “ two 26/04/84
S§10b one right
S810c none
965 911 SS1la 100.00 « none 26/04/84
SS11b two
SSllc one right
981 987 §§12a 500.00 “ none 2711/84
$S12b two
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Catalogue Nos. Printing Date

Mi IsC Zohar List| Value ‘ Stamp Description | Phosphor Bands ‘ F.D. of Use ‘ (PL BL Date)

893 897 NDla - olive branch one right 12/09/82 21/3/82

1085 1091 ND2a - surflower one right 09/03/88 25/1/88

1217 1223 ND3a - anemone one left 18/02/92 201291

' ND3b one right 03/08/92
ND3c none* 09/04/95

19/11)95

* Two printings were issued by mistake without any phosphor bars. Later printings (22/12/95 etc) had one right ph.t.. Shifted print resulted
in the existence of odd stamps with different ph.t. positions (middle, etc...).

Stand-by Herzl (NIS)

Catalogue Nos. Printing Date
Mi IsC Zohar List| Yaloe Colowr Phosphor Bands ' F.D.of Use | (PLBL Date)
1016 1022 Hla 0.01 blue none 01/01/86
1017 1023 -‘H2a 0.02 blue none 01/01/86
1018 1024 H3a 0.03 blue none 01/01/86
1019 1025 Héa 0.05 blue none 01/01/86
Héb black none
1020 1026 Hsa 0.10 blue none 01/01/86
H5b black none
1021 1027 Héa 020 blue one right 01/01/86 5/11/85
H6b blue none 13/7/87
Hée black none
1022 1028 HTa 0.30 blue one right 01/01/86 11/85
H7b blue two* 09/04/86
He blue none 31/05/88
H7d black none 31/05/92
1023 1029 H8a 0.50 blue two 01/01/86 29/11/85
H8b blue one right 15/9/89
Héc black none 29/3/92
* HTb stamps with two long bars have been seen. These are errors of “smearing” (cf. the Introduction).
Archaeology in Jerusalem
Catalogue Nos. Printing Date
Mi IsC Zohar List|  Value l Stamp Description | Phosphor Bands ‘ F.D.of Use | (PL BL Date)
1 1117 Alla 040 Relief one right 2/12/88 5/10/88
Allb none 31/07/92
1112 1118 Al2a 0.60 Byzantine Capital  two 22/12/88 26/10/88
Allb One left 17/03/91
Al none
127 1132 Alla 0.70 Islamic Relief two 11/06/89 8/3/89
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(Cont,)

Catalogue Nos. Printing Date

Mi IsC Zohar List| Value Stamp Description | Phosphor Bands I F.D. of Use ‘ (PL. Bl Date)

1128 1133 Alda 0.80 Crusader Capital two 11/06/89 8/3/89

1128 1148 Alsa 090 Ottoman Relief two 17/10/89 411189

1024 1030 AJ6a 1.00 Capital none 01/01/86 10/12/85
AJ6b two 05/05/89
AlJec one right 17/04/94

1163 1169 AlTa 200 Mamluk Relief one 12/06/90 14/6/89
AlTb two 12/10/94

1025 1031 Alga 3.00 Capital none 01/01/86 4/12/85

1122 1130 Al%a 10.00 Relief none 30/04/89 20/1/39

Good Wishes

Catalogue Nos. Printing Date

Mi IC Zohar List | Value ‘ Stamp Description | Phosphor Bands F.D. of Use ‘ (PL. Bl Date)

1147 1149 GWla Inland good luck one right 17/11/89 5/9/89
GWib one left 22/01/%0

1148 1150 GW2a “ 56¢ you again one right 17/11/89 24/9/89
GW2b one left 13/03/90

1149 1151 GW3a 2 with love one right 17/11/89 24/9/89
GW3b one left 28/2/90

1184 11%0 GWda “ greetings one left 19/02/91 20/12/%0
GWib one right 28/10/92

1185 1191 GW5a “ keep in touch one left 19/02/91 25/12/%
GW5b one right* 26/04/92
GWs none (error)

1186 1192 GW6a “ happy birthday one left 19/02/91 16/12/%
GWéb one right* 12/04/92

1164 1170 GW7a 0.55 good luck one left 12/06/90 1/5/%0
GWTb one right

1165 171 GW8a 0.80 $e¢ you again two 12/06/90 6/5/90
GWsb one right* 01/11/92

1166 1172 GW9a 100 with love two 12/06/90 23/4/90
GW9%b one right* 15/1/92

* These exist with one right long bar — a smearing error.

Architecture in Israel

Catalogue Nos. Printing Date

Mi IsC Zohar List | Value Stamp Description | Phosphor Bands ‘ F.D.of Use | (PL BL Date)

1156 1160 ARla 0.75 School in Kibbutz ~ two 17/04/% 16/1/90
ARIb one right 08/12/91
ARlc one left 30/04/92
ARId none

1174 1182 AR2 110 Dining Hall two 12/12/%0 17/9/90
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(Cont.)
Catalogue Nos. Printing Date
Mi IsC l Zohar List| Value l Stamp Description | Phosphor Bands ‘ E.D. of Use (PL Bl Date)
AR2b one right 17/05/92
1175 1183 AR% 1.20 Apartment House  two 12/12/90 9/9/90
1187 1194 AR4a 1.40 Weizmann House  two 09/04/91 26/2)91
AR4b one right 02/02/97
1218 1231 ARSa 1.60 National Institution ~ two 26/04/92 92/92
Building
Song Birds
Catalogue Nos. Printing Date
Mi IsC Zohar List | Value l Stamp Description | Phosphor Bands | F.D. of Use (PL Bl Date)
1248 1253 SBla 0.10 Wallcreeper none 08/12/92 20/10/92
1249 1254 SB2a 020 Tristram’s Crackle ~ none 08/12/92 1/10/92
1250 1255 SB3a 0.30 White wagtail none 08/12/92 18/9/92
1257 SBda 0.50 Palestine sunbird none 16/02/93 25/11/92
SBSa 0.85 Sinai rosefinch one right 08/02/94 26/12/93
1251 1256 SB6a 090 Swallow one right 08/12/92 13/9/92
SB7a 1.00 Trumpeter finch one right 07/06/95 4/4/95
SB7b none 9/5/97
1280 SB8a 130 Graceful Warbler  two 09/12/93 1/9/93
SB8b one right 06/02/93 6/2/97
1258 SB%a 1.50 Black eared two 16/02/93 28/12/92
1281 SB10a 1.70 Common bulbul two 09/12/93 15/8/93
SB10b none (error) 09/12/93
Sport - Definitive series
Catalogue Nos. Printing Date
Mi IsC Zohar List | Value i Stamp Description | Phosphor Bands ‘ F.D. of Use (PL Bl Date)
1362 SPla 1.05 Cycling ong right 20/02/96 26/12/95
1414 SP2a 110 Horseback riding ~ one right 13/02/97 1/1/97
SP2b one left 03/06/97
1363 SP3a 1.90 Paragliding two 20/02/96 21/1/96
1364 SPda 200 Volleyball two 20/02/96 31/12/95
SP5a 3.00 Bat & ball game none 23/09/97
1415 SPéa 5.00 Archery none 13/02/97 24/12/96
SP7a 10.00 Abseling/rappelling  none 08/07/97 13/5/97
Commemoratives
Catalogue Nos. Printing Date
Mi IsC [ Zohar List | Value ’ Stamp Description | Phosphor Bands ‘ F.D.of Ue | (PLBL Dat)
647 658 Cla [L0.35  Zalman Shazar one right 05/08/75
Clb none (1) 05/08/75
679 692 Cla ILL9  Festivals 5737 two 17/08/76

th none (error) 17/08/76
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(Cont)
Catalogue Nos. Printing Date
Mi 5C |  ZobarList| Value | Stamp Description | Phosphor Banis ' ED.of Uss | (PLBL Date)
961 967 Cla 15100 Memorial day one right 26/04/34
C3b one left (2) 26/04/84
982 988 Cda IS100. Biblical Birds I two 05/02/85
Céb two, right wide (3)  05/02/85
983 989 Csa 15200. Biblical Birds I one left 05/02/85
Csb [s. Fig. 8 (a)] two, right wide (3)  05/02/85
1167 1173 Céa Nis 0.55  Festivals 5751 one left 04/09/90
Céb one right (scarce)  04/09/90
1247 1257 Cla Nis 1.50  European two 08/12/92
Unification
Chb [s. Fig8 (b)) one left, two right (4) 08/12/92
C8a Nis 090  Transport one right 2711193
C8b none 27/11/93
C8¢ two 2711193
(9 Nis 0.85  Balloons one right 21/06/94
C9% none (error) 21/06/94
Cl0a Nis 0.85  Balloons one right 21/06/94
Clob none (error) 21/06/94
1394 Clla Nis .05 Fruit one left 25/06/96
Cllb one right (error)  25/06/96
Clle nore (3) 25/06/96
1401 Cl2a Nis 1.05  Festivals 5755 one right 03/09/96
Ci2b one left (6) 03/09/96
1419 Cl3a Nis20  Costume two 13/02/97
C13b two close (7) 13/02/97
Cl3c none 13/02/97
Clda Nis 1.1 Festivals 5758 one right short
Cl4b one right long
Cl5a Nis 1.7 two short
Cl5b two long
Cléa Nis 2.0 two long
Cléb two short
Notes: (1) Clb — Ph.. is sometimes missing in the marginal stamps of the row, possibly only partly missing,
(2) C3b — Left ph.t. only in the PL. BL. stamps of the first 200 sheets.

)

) Cdb — C5b — Exist in second stamps from the left, for some rows,

(4) CTo — Some tab-less sheets and some used singles are known with this error. I have not yet seen such tabbed stamps.

) Cdc — Rare, only one sheet known.

(6) C12b — In the shipment to subscribers, the stamps on FDCs had a left phosphor band and mint stamps had a right phosphor
band.

(7) C13b ~ The regular stamp has two phosphor bands. Stamps were found where the left phosphor band shifted 9 mm to the

right and covered the stamp’s “NIS 2 value.
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References:

(1) “Landscape 0.03 Phosphor Tagged stamp!”, HLPH #1 (Summer 1979), p. 22
and “Further Finds of Experimental Phosphor Tag Stamps!”; HLPH #2
(Autumn 1979), p.38.

(2) J. Wallach, “Israel Definitive Stamps Specialized Catalogue 1982”. Rehovot,
Israel.
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Printing the First Mandate Postal Forms
lher M Hochheiser

A key to the time in which postal forms were printed in Palestine is the
“Printer’s Legend”. This was a coded sequence which identified the date that
printed forms were released* and the identity of the firm that printed the forms.

When the Civil Administration in Palestine took over from the Military
Administration on June 1, 1920, perforce, a variety of forms were needed
immediately. To this extent, some forms were used which were printed for use by
the Military Administration as seen in Figure 9. Note that the code on this form
reads O.E.T.P.A. No. 17. O.E.T.P.A. stands for Occupied Enemy Territory Postal
Administration. However, so many forms were necessary that their printing may
well have been started in anticipation of the Civil Administration taking over.

Figure 9

* Editor Note: The date in the “Printer’s Legend” is surely the date of printing. There is.
also the printing job number and the quantity. The “Release” date was the prerogative of
the postal administration, which distributed them. (E.G.)
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Figure 10 is an illustration of an early form printed for general use by the
Postmaster who had to respond to inquiries. Whilst this particular item was used in
Nov. 1921, because of the necessity for the use of this form, copies may well have
existed by the June 1920 take over by the Civil Administration. Note that while

‘In any furtber
- communication
2 p‘%eass quote

 Ref No...
. iﬁﬁar‘ ﬁa.u. /" daied ?’ Z W
e ff‘ifﬂfm yem“ i‘hat the maiﬁ'er is recewmg at%zntwn‘
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there is a form number P.T. 410, this form has no printed heading indicating its
origin other than its use by the Post Office. It could be used by any Postmaster.
Most significant here is the absence of any “Printer’s Legend” which would have
determined its date of issue.

Successive printings (Figures 11 and 12) now show a “Printer’s Legend”. Note
that Figure 11 is a reissue of Figure 10, while Figure 12, with a different form
number P.T. 401 instead of 410, was used by the General Post Office in Jerusalem.
The uses of these forms were identical. The printings, as seen in the “Printer’s
Legend” in Figure 11 and 12, were released on the same date by two different
printers. It is also interesting to note that this form in Figure 12 was altered by
crossing out Jerusalem in order to permit usage at the Haifa Post Office. These
introduce the earliest printing of forms for use in the Palestine Mandate period.

To repeat, many different forms were needed immediately. Figure 13, Form
P.T. 301, shows a form for “The Application of an Inland Money Order”. This
copy was unused. Note that there is no “Printer’s Legend” but this form has a
heading “Palestine Posts & Telegraphs”, the first heading used on Mandate forms.
Of further interest is that the preprinted date is prefixed 192..., indicating very early
Mandate introduction.

Figure 14, Form P.T. 303, was used for the “Requisition For a Foreign Money
Order”. This particular copy is unused and has a “Printer’s Legend”. During this
period in the 1940’s the heading for some Mandate Postal Department forms was
“Department of Post & Telegraphs”. Figure 15 is a copy of Form P.T. 304, the
“Certificate Of Issue Of a Money Order”, printed in 1937. The form heading is
“Palestine Posts, Telegraphs and Telephones”, the major form heading used during
most of the 1920’s, all of the 1930’s and on many forms in the 1940’s.

Now examine Figure 16. This illustration is unique in several respects. It is a
copy of the earliest printing of Form P.T. 304, a later copy of which is shown in
Figure 15. It makes clear that the need for forms to issue money orders existed
prior to the takeover by the Civil Administration in June 1920. This early issue was
obviously adapted from an Egyptian form. Note that the ‘pounds’ symbol reads
“L.E.”, the abbrevation for “Pounds Egyptian”. On this form, the “E” is covered
over in ink by the letter “P” for Palestine. Since this form is trilingually printed, as
required by the League of Nations Mandate, there is no question that it was
printed for use in Palestine after the takeover by the Civil Administration. Note
that the “Printer’s Legend” reads “2480 - 100 Books 29-2-21 G.C.P”. This is the
earliest “Printer’s Legend” I have found among the thousand or more forms in my
possession.

It is of further interest that this “Certificate of Issue of a Money Order” was
used in Tel Aviv in Oct. 1940, some 20 years after issue. Since this is in essence a
receipt for a foreign money order, it is obvious that not many foreign money
orders were issued during the Mandate period. The presence of a 13 mil Revenue
Stamp indicates this charge was for sending a Telegraph Money Order. This is
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verified as payable at Lowestoft, a city of Great Britain on its eastern North Sea
Coast.

It is only a conjecture but the large stamped letters. “COD” probably stand for
Certificate of Deposit for which the money may have been sent or Cash on
Delivery to verify immediate payment.

There are also several handwritten characters across the center of the form.
These read “70 790”. The three Hebrew letters translate to “sefer”, the Hebrew
word for “book™. This evidently is a file copy of the senders of the money order
indicating where the duplicate of the original order could be found.

Verifying comments of any sort would be appreciated.
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Multiplicity in Printing Palestine Postal Forms
bhowr M: Hochheiser

During the 28 years of the Mandate existence, some 650 different forms were
printed for use by the Postal Administration in order to enable it to carry out its
functions or to supply general information to the public. These forms were
numbered from P.T. 1 to P.T. 1009, with gaps of one or as many as 40 consecutive
numbers unused. The longer gaps were obviously intended for the introduction of
new sets of forms when needed. Almost all forms were reissued at least once. Some
were reissued many times.

Of the 650 issues, most were printed as single forms (Figure 17). These were
usually trilingual and they were generally informational only. A number of these
singly issued forms were printed in each of the three Mandate required languages
(Figure 18). Other forms were printed singly with detachable counterfoils (Figure
19), making duplication unnecessary. Figure 20 similarly shows the back of a
telegram envelope issued with a detachable part for use as a receipt by the sender
of the telegram thus eliminating the necessity of a duplicate receipt form.

Some 30 forms were issued in duplicate (Figure 21). The top form, in white, was
given to the individual posting the postal packet. The bottom form, in brown, was
kept on file. Very few of the upper forms are to be found but the file copies are
numerous. Figure 22 shows part of a file page. These were actually six copies long
and in most later issues, the file copies were imperforate. Reissued copies of this
form show different characteristics and this form was reissued more than 20 times.
Some forms were issued in pairs even though the second sheet was not an exact
duplicate of the top sheet (Figures 23, 24).

Five forms are known triplicated. There were two ways in which this was
effected. Figure 25 shows Form P.T. 605 A printed in triplicate as exact copies on
three differently colored papers; white, pink and green. These were intended for use
in the following manner: one for the user of the service, one for the accounting
office, and one for the file. An earlier issue, Form P.T. 56, was issued in triplicate
in a different manner in an interesting fashion. The three forms (Figures 26, 27, 28)
without a Postal Administration heading were titled A.B.C.. Their uses, all
different, are indicated on the forms. The term “A.N.” stands for “Account
Number”.

One form only was prepared in quadruplicate (Figure 29). This was Form P.T.
684. Note the text at the bottom of the form. This “Local Purchase Order”
required four identical copies to be issued to the various agencies and offices
involved in a “Local Purchase Order”.
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“To Consider the Future of Palestine...”

1998 marks two important anniversaries in the Near East: 50 years of the State
of Israel and 50 years of the first United Nations Peacekeeping Mission. The
following story and the philatelic material is part of my thematic collection “The
Near East”, which covers the conflict for about 100 years - from the first Jewish
settlements in the 1880’s to the present.

On April 2nd, 1947 the United Nations was seized by one of the most
contentious problems of our times. The Secretary-General received a letter from
Great Britain’s representative Sir Alexander Cadogan: “His Majesty’s Government
in the United Kingdom request the Secretary-General to place the question of
Palestine on the Agenda of the General Assembly at its next regular session”. The
letter also asked for a special session of the General Assembly ‘“‘as soon as
possible” to constitute and instruct a special committee.

On the morning of April 28th, 1947 the first special session in United Nations
history began at Flushing Meadow, New York. Representatives of 55 Member
States discussed the problem. After 12 plenary meetings the special session
concluded its work on May 15th and appointed an 11-member Special Committee
with instructions to report to the Assembly’s next regular session. The United
Nations Special Committee On Palestine (UNSCOP) consisted of representatives of
Australia, Canada, Czechoslovakia, Guatemala, India, Iran, Netherlands, Peru,
Sweden, Uruguay, and Yugoslavia,

UNSCOP set down to work on May 26th. In four meetings at the interim
headquarters of the United Nations at Lake Success, a tentative plan of work was
adopted. Upon its arrival in Palestine, the Committee should ask the Government
of Palestine to furnish factual information on its constitution and functions
together with other relevant data; second, request the ‘Arab and Jewish Liaison
Officers to present observations on this statement; third, make a brief survey of the
country; and fourth, conduct hearings. UNSCOP arrived in Palestine in stages on
June 14th and 15th and met for the first time in Jerusalem on June 16th at the
YMCA Building.

There were no special postal services for the Committee. Around 15 covers, half
of them with imprint and all posted in Jerusalem, are known to exist from the
UNSCOP mission (s. Back Cover).

While the Arab Higher Committee decided to abstain from collaboration with
UNSCOP, the representatives of the Jewish Agency of Palestine took their chance.
Moshe Shertok (later Sharett) and David Horowitz were given an opportunity to
present their views of the future of Palestine. Upon the suggestion of some
members of the Committee that the opinions of the Arab States should be heard,
the Committee resolved to invite the Arab States to express their views on the
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question of Palestine. The 38th and 39th meetings were held in Beirut - the only
UNSCOP meetings outside Palestine - and devoted to hearing the views of the
Governments of Egypt, Iraq, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, Syria, and Yemen. After
completion of the work in Beirut eight UNSCOP members went to Amman for a
brief visit on July 25th.

The factfinding in the Holy Land came to an end and UNSCOP left for the
European Office of the United Nations in Geneva for the preparation of the final
report. A period of hard work began because the Special Committee was really
“special”. Josephine Stieren, member of the staff (Figure 30), wrote to a close
friend from Geneva on July 29th:

Fig. 30: UNSCOP covers from Geneva are only known from the
correspondence of Josephine Stieren (approximately 5-6).

“Eleven men and eleven alternates and there isn't a first-class brain in the
collection. The chairman, Justice Sandstroem of Sweden, is a perfectly sweet
little guy, sixty-odd, with beautiful manners but no knowledge of how to
handle an unruly bunch like the one he has on his hands. In the meetings, there
will be several proposals put forward and, instead of trying to formulate a
compromise, the Chairman railroads through his own liitle ideas - which
doesn’t make for harmony”.

However, the eleven UNSCOP members did a serious job. A Subcommittee
visited displaced person’s camps in Germany and Austria. The representatives
spoke about religious interests, the Holy Places and the status of Jerusalem. But
UNSCOP didn’t come to a common solution. The majority favored partition of
Palestine into an Arab State, a Jewish State, and the City of Jerusalem linked
together by an economic union. Three members proposed an independent federal
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state comprising an Arab State and a Jewish State with Jerusalem as the capital.
Australia abstained from voting for either plan.

UNSCOP offered its majority recommendation and the minority view to the
second regular session of the General Assembly which met on the morning of
September 16th in Flushing Meadow. Great Britain announced that it intended to
relinquish its Mandate at the earliest practicable date, and that it would not be able
to implement any Assembly decision not acceptable to both the Jews and Arabs.
The Arab Higher Committee and the Arab States, for their part, announced their
implacable opposition to the plans recommended by UNSCOP. Two Subcommit-
tees examined in detail the partition plan and the Arab proposals for an
independent, unitary state.

On November 29th, 1947 the Assembly voted 33 to 13, with 10 abstentions, for
the partition plan. The Arab representatives declared that the decision was illegal
and contrary to the UN-Charter. The Delegates of Egypt, Iraq, Lebanon, Saudi
Arabia, Syria, and Yemen rose and left the Assembly hall.

i

The people of Jerusalem rejoice after the UN November 29, 1947 resolution.
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The General Assembly also set up a Palestine Commission to supervise steps
towards carrying out the partition plan (Figure 31). This Commission was
composed of Bolivia, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Panama, and the Philippines. To

UNITED NATIONS § MATIONS UNIES

PALESTINE COMMISSION

The Manager

Palestine Egypt Lloyd
2 Princess Mary Avenue
Jerusalem.

Fig. 31: Only this cover from the UN Palestine Commission acting in Palestine
is known to the author. The Commission was never permitted by the
British Government to enter Palestine.

the “five lonely pilgrims” fell the tasks of planning the transfer of administration
responsibility from the mandatory regime to the provisional councils of
Government, which they had to establish. They had to define frontiers between
the Arab and the Jewish State and the City of Jerusalem and to control the
creation of armed militia. The Mandatory Power told the Commission that Great
Britain intended to lay down its Mandate by May 15th.

Sporadic fighting had been going on in Palestine during the months before the
second regular session of the General Assembly. The UN partition plan occasioned
further outbreaks of violence. When May 1948 and the end of the Mandate drew
nearer, fighting and confusion in Palestine increased. The Palestine Commission
stated in a special report to the Security Council that the conditions in Palestine
made it impossible for it to supply adequate armed forces. On April 1st, 1948 the
Security Council called the Jewish Agency and the Arab Higher Committee to
arrange a truce between the Arab and Jewish communities of Palestine.

After another call for a truce between Arab and Jewish forces the Security
Council created a Truce Commission composed of representatives of those
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members of the Security Council, which had career Consular Officers in Jerusalem
(Belgium, France, and the United States) (Fig. 32). The General Assembly took

Fig. 32: Few covers survived from the United Nations Truce Comnuission.
Four covers with the French Jerusalem consular postmark, dated between
May 6th and 13th 1948, are known to the author.

parallel action,and appointed a Mediator in Palestine on May 14th to co-operate
with the Truce Commission (Fig. 33). Count Folke Bernadotte from Sweden was
chosen by a committee of the General Assembly. The Palestine Commission was
replaced.

On May 15th the Maridate for Palestine came to an end; the State of Israel was
proclaimed on May 14th within the boundaries recommended by the General
Assembly partition plan. Armed forces of Egypt, Iraq, Transjordan, Syria, and
Lebanon crossed the frontier and attacked Israel. The Security Council again called
for an immediate cease-fire and decided that Count Bernadotte, in concert with the
Truce Commission, should supervise the truce and should be provided with a
sufficient number of military observers for the purpose. The United Nations Truce
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Fig. 33: UN cover sent from the Mediator’s, headguarters in Rhodes, Greece.
Covers from the Mediator mission are also recorded from Haifa and Beirut.

Supervision Organization on Palestine (UNTSOP, later UNTSO) was born (Fig.
34).

After the end of the first truce on July 9th, hostilities were resumed. The Security
Council was once again called and ordered a cease-fire without a time limit which
went into effect on July 18th. After the first truce agreement which was arranged
by Count Bernadotte on June 11th, United Nations observers from Belgium,
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Fig. 34: Most of the seldom seen early UNTSO mail (1948-1954) is from US
observers. They used Army Post Office (APO) 206 which was in 1948 on a US frigate
at Haifa. Haifa was UNTSO headquarters until May 25th, 1949 when it was
transferred to the Government House in Jerusalem.
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France, Sweden and the United States supervised the truce. The first 63 observers
arrived in Cairo between June 11th and 14th and were immediately despatched to
Palestine. Armistice negotiations between Israel and its neighbours began at the
Mediator’s headaquarters in Rhodes, Greece.

Count Folke Bernadotte was assassinated on September 17th. Dr. Ralph J.
Bunche the Personal Representative of the Secretary-General with the Mediator,
became UN Acting Mediator in Palestine. He spent more than half a year for
negotiation talks between the provisional government of Israel and the govern-
ments of Egypt, Lebanon, Jordan, and Syria. By the end of July 1949, all armistice
agreements had been signed, and the Acting Mediator declared that his mission
had now been completed. From this time UNTSO became an autonomous
operation with changing functions (Fig. 35).

///bﬁ/ f*”/,//g//{, 67}@@(3{{/
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Fig. 35: A very rare cover from a Belgian observer with the official UNTSO address
(P.O. Box 490, Jerusalem), dated .. 1950. There were no postal facilities for
the soldiers from Belgium, France and Sweden.
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The Ottoman Period

A Danube Steam Navigation Company Postmark for Jaffa (1840)

Recently my friend Joseph Wofchuck sent me a photocopy of an amazing cover
of 1840 (s. Front Cover). This is from the French Consulate in Jaffa to the French
Consulate in Beyrouth, with the letter inside dated 15th May, 1840 (Fig. 36). The
postmark on the cover reads D.D.S.G. at top, JAFFA at the bottom and PP in the
centre. _

This is a major discovery. This shipping line had not been known previously to
have had a mail office in Jaffa. The only other shipping company agencies recorded
previously are those for Haifa and Jaffa of the Austrian Lloyd Line, the earliest
year for these recorded in 1854. The D.D.S.G. had permission from the Ottoman
Government to carry mail, but proof that they had a line that touched Jaffa was
unknown until this cover surfaced.

According to Keith Tranmer!, a line Constantinople - Beirut - Alexandria was
decided on in 1838. He states that the operation of this line as a regular service
remained questionable, though experimental trips may have been made. At the time
of publication of his research, no material to prove that the line came into
operation had been recorded.

So this cover is a most important discovery and one of the major rarities of the
Holy Land.

Acknowledgement: My thanks to Joe Wofchuck for reporting this important
item to me.

References: (1) K. Tranmer, “Austrian post offices abroad”, part 8, p. 21.
(2) Norman J. Collins & leopold Dickstein, “The Foreign Post Offices in Palestine,

1840-1918”, English Revised Edition, published by W.P.C. 1992.
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R

Fig. 36: The letter inside the folded cover from the French Consulate, Jafia,
to the Beyrouth Consulate, dated 15th May, 1840.
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An Unrecorded Austrian Jerusalem Pmk (1898) /A 4 @ollirs/

A postcard posted at the Austrian P.O. in Jerusalem on the 28th April, 1898 has
come to light, with a previously unrecorded single circle postmark. It is similar in
design to Steichele/Collins Type 545!, but without the inner circle (Fig. 37). The
arrival mark of Vienna is dated 7th May, 1898.

The distinguishing features of this “new” postmark, which will help differentiate
it from a double circle one, the inner circle of which is only partially struck, are: -

1) The ‘O’ is practically touching the ‘E’ in OESTERREICHISCHE and it is
below the ‘E’ at the foot.

2) The first ‘S’ touches the “T” at the top, and the space between the ‘E’ and the
‘S’ is wider than normal.

To fit in this new discovered postmark between the last single circle mark (Type
544) and the first double circle mark (545), I have given this new postmark the
designation Type 544A.

Reference: (1) “The Foreign Post Offices in Palestine, 1840-1918”, Vol II, English

Revised Edition-by Norman J. Collins & Leopold Dickstein.

WELTPOST VEREIN (UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE).
CORRESFONDENZ KARTE (GARTE POSTALED.

(ADRMINISTRATION DAUTRICHII)

/}/; v - (/- & ;
it "’1{’?%”’//#/ 20 € "ﬁf{'ﬂ’/‘/ ‘(%pg‘ ’Y‘{‘{M‘.‘;

= /%/;% s 2t

Fig. 37: A postcard from Jerusalem to Vienna, posted on 28th April 1898, with
the newly discovered Jerusalem postmark Type 544A.
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A Russian P.O. Mount Athos Rarity to Jerusalem

Tchilinghirian & Stephen! recorded only one cover in the Snegireff collection,
with the intaglio seal reading ROPiT/POCHTA/APHON, of the Mount Athos post
office. A parcel card has recently been seen by me with two examples of this rare
mark, and George Muentz has informed me that he knows of one other parcel card
in a private collection, with this mark.

The card seen by me is illustrated below (Fig. 38). Not only does it have the rare
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Fig. 38: Obverse of the parcel card showing the two examples of the intaglio seal
and the sub-type of the Mount Athos datestamp.

intaglio mark (Fig. 39 (a)), but also a sub-type of the Mount Athos c.d.s. of T & S
Figure 184 (Fig. 39 (b) here). In the postmark on the parcel card the second cyrillic
letter of APHON (Athos) has a line through the centre (Fig. 39 (c)), instead of a
dot as shown by T & S.
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Fig. 39 : (a) Mount Athos intaglio seal, T & S Figure 180;
(b) Mount Athos datestamp as T & S Figure 184;
(c) Mount Athos datestamp showing second letter of Athos, with line through the centre.

The card was posted in Mount Athos on 22nd June, 1908. It has the transit
mark of Jaffa (Steichele/Collins? type 632A dated 1st July, 1908), and the arrival
mark of Jerusalem (type 646) dated 4th July, 1908 (Fig. 40). To the above dates 13
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Fig. 40: The reverse of the parcel card, Wltll a transit mark of Jaffa
and arrival mark of Jerusalem.

days need to be added, to bring them in line with the Gregorian calendar.
This parcel card is one of the rarest pieces of inwards mail to the Holy Land.

References: (1) S.D. Tchilinghirian & W.S.E. Stephen, “Stamps of the Russian
Empire Used Abroad”, Part 2, Figure 180 (1958).

(2) “The Foreign Post Offices in Palestine 1840-1918”, Vol. II, English Revised
Edition by Norman J. Collins & Leopold Dickstein.
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Taxed Mail of the Russian Post Office /[Marvirn Fiegel/

Taxed mail of the Russian Post Offices in the Holyland are great rarities and
seldom encountered. Readers are referred to pages 826/828, Issue #56 of this
journal for Edi Leibu’s fine summary on this subject. Two additional items of
interest recently seen are discussed below, as this writer believes they could shed
more light on this subject so badly in need of additional discoveries and research.
Figure 41 is the back of a 1914 cover sent from Russia to Jerusalem. It has a 7
kopeck franking cancelled in Russia apparently at the time and place of dispatch.
Also can be seen are two different Jerusalem postmarks. The first (Steichele #646)
is apparently the arrival mark but it is the second (Steichele #647) that commands
our attention as it was struck twice onto a strip of 3x10 para on 2 kopeck stamps
certainly applied in Jerusalem. It should be noted that no postage due stamps as
such were used in Czarist times. Most unfortunately, the item is only a cover back

Figure 41
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so we will never be able to fully ascertain the reason for this 30 para charge, and
we are left to speculate whether in fact it was. a tax or a fee for some additional
postal service. If it is indeed the back of a taxed cover, it would be the only
recorded example of an entire taxed with stamps at the Jerusalem Office of the
Russian Post.

Figure 42 shows both sides of a beautiful 4 kopeck card sent from a Wilna
Jewish merchant to the Jerusalem office of the Anglo-Palestine Co. in October,
1912. It was forwarded to Odessa as per the transit postmark on the upper left
corner of the card’s face, and then to Jerusalem where it arrived on 12 October,
1912 as per its Ropit Steichele #644 postmark. However, what is most interesting is
the oval tax mark of 8 kopeck applied in Odessa.

Readers should refer to page 605, Issue #52 of this journal, where a similar oval
tax handstamp was applied to the card illustrated in Figure 17.

In this case there is no ‘I’ mark of Postage Due franking. In checking the
denomination of the stamp as well as the issue itself, it was determined that the
card was indeed properly franked (4 kopeck rate abroad) in every visible aspect.
Hence no reason for the oval tax handstamp could be ascertained! Perhaps some
reader can solve the mystery here. Of course, the answer could be as simple and
irrational as a clerk applying a handstamp erroneously.

Further comments are awaited from readers. This writer expresses his
appreciation to Yaakov Tsachor for his research assistance.

n”ya (INY .JJ) 11X Yn
TEL-AVIV STAMPS (Y. TSACHOR) LTD.

MAIL AUCTION

Holyland, Judaica, Israel & Foreign

lllustrated Catalogue Free Upon Request

POSTAL ADDRESS: P.0.BOX 16218, TEL-AVIV, ISRAEL
TELEPHONE: 03-5226294
FAX. 03-5245088
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A Philatelic Impossibility /Fred F PBlaw)

The World War I Military Mail cover shown in Figure 43 must be explained in
order to understand its importance in philately.

Figure 43

The Austro-Hungarian army during WWI occupied a district of the Ottoman
Empire, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria and what was then called Turkish Palestine and
small parts of Iraq and Iran. At the outbreak of WWI, the German, Austrian,
French, Italian and Russian civilian post offices in Palestine were closed.

However, the Allied Powers consisting of the Germans, Ottomans and the
Austro/Hungarians each had their own military postal system. The Germans had
full sized offices in Jerusalem, Bir es Seba, Aleppo, Damascus and A.O.K. 4 (Army
High Command). The A.O.K. 4 operated in Jerusalem and the First Expedition
Corp. Much later, a postal station was established in Nazareth using a field
postmark “663” and an additional one with three stars.

Members of all three nations could use any of these postal facilities. Letters and
cards were postage free, and there was reduced postage for small packages,
registered letters, money orders, etc.
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The Ottomans combined their facilities with existing civilian post offices. The
Austrians did not operate any post offices, only mail boxes which were emptied
three times a week. The mail was then taken by diplomatic or military courier to
Aleppo or Constantinople, where sub-postal stations were located. The Fieldpost
mark 451 was used for Constantinople and 452 for Aleppo.

These two facilities had no public windows. They were used only for sorting out
mail in transit, filling mail bags and forwarding them to their final destination. If
an Austrian army official or soldier wanted to mail a registered letter, he had to go
to a German Field Post Office.

Registered letters of this type are very scarce and only 14 have been recorded in
the past 70 years. Recently three additional ones have been discovered and these
will be described in future articles. All of these letters have been from the
paymaster of various army units, either sending payroll sheets to the Ministry of
War in Vienna requesting money to pay the troops, or to a civilian owned printing
company. It was thought that a registered letter from a member of the Austrian
armed forces did not exist.

The illustrated cover is the exception and may possibly be unique. The unit
cachet and the date tell us that the letter originated in Palestine, on Mt Carmel in
Haifa, where this unit' was stationed for the defense of the coast. The letter was
incorrectly deposited in a regular mail box despite the writing in the lower left
corner “Registered/Official Mail”. This piece of mail went the regular route along
with many other pieces of mail.

It should be noted that the military personnel working in the two sub-postal
stations of Constantinople and Aleppo were not experienced postal employees, but
were usually men without schooling and unable to read and write properly. They
looked at a piece of mail and when they saw an army cachet, it “told” them that
the item should be forwarded. Many times, they did not even postmark the letters
that went through their stations.

When this letter arrived in Vienna, an experienced postal clerk did notice the
“Registered/Official Mail” and applied a registration mark, and used a cachet that
was restricted to the military, “R No 98”. Since mail was not delivered at that
time, the postal clerk sent a form to the recipient advising that a registered letter
had arrived and had to be picked up at the postal substation.

This is the first recorded copy of a registered letter from the Austro/Hungarian
army in Turkish Palestine and possibly unique.

The moral of this story is that a collector must never take anything for granted
and never accept “No” for an answer. Do your research and continue to read
everything that you can find on the subject and you may find an item that you
thought didn’t exist.
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The British Mandate Period

Inexplicable Rates on Early Mandate Covers

In the course of viewing many thousands of Mandate Period covers, this writer
has encountered a goodly number from the years 1918 to 1920 that generally were
franked with amounts of postage that were inexplicable from the aspect of postal
rates in effect at the time of their sending. Other features these covers have in
common include the following: (a) The frankings generally consist of many stamps
in many different denominations, (b) The covers themselves are imprinted in their
lower left corners with the underlined words Post Office, (c) Most were sent
registered from Jerusalem to various foreign destinations and (d) The covers are
quite well preserved when compared to others originating during the same period.
This certainly indicates loving care on the part of collectors as all were opened so
very carefully. However, the question of the mysterious frankings can be explained
when considering the following example.

An American collector named W.H. Bennette applied on 15 May, 1919, to the
EEF Postal Services for EEF stamps. He obviously wanted them ‘used’ and he had
paid in some manner 32 mills, which payment had been included with his
application as well as a list of the denominations of the Typographed Issues he
wanted (S.G. #5 to 15). The Postal Services obliged by enclosing a form reply
within its cover. A check of the franking used reveals it to be exactly as per the list
and consisting of one each of S.G. #8, 9, 10, two each of #6, 7 and three of #5. It is
obvious that he was a collector and to avoid any doubt about the stamps being
genuinely ‘used’, the Army Post used them all as franking on the cover sent to Mr.
Bennette. This procedure of course made life a bit easier for the Postal Services as
they did not have to worry about such mundane matters as packing the stamp
shipment properly. It should be noted that in this case the 32 milliemes postage
could be exactly ‘explained’ as 10 milliemes Registry plus three times weight of 10
milliemes plus two times six milliemes. However, it is unreasonable to assume that
the envelope did contain more than 40 grams requiring the three times letter rate of
10 plus two times 6 milliemes, as to our knowledge it only had to contain the 18
July, 1919 reply from the Army Postal Services.

Jerusalem I Issue on Card (Marvin Fieged)

In sorting some early Mandate mail, the postcard shown in the accompanying
illustration (Fig. 47) was chanced upon. This writer blinked and looked several
times at the piece before he could believe what he saw for it was franked with 16
stamps of the Jerusalem series (S.G. #16/29). This was the greatest number seen to
date.
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The card was sent registered on 23 September, 1920 to a well-known philatelic
address in Jerusalem. The stamps were cancelled with 4 well-centered strikes of the
single circle Jerusalem Rgd. postmark (Glassman D1). This series of stamps was
first placed on sale on 1 September, 1920 and so this card was posted during their
first month of sale. The stamps themselves consist of 4 strips of 4 stamps each as
follows: #16 - 1st Setting Types #18 & 3x Type #6; #17 - 2nd Setting Type 9 and
including overprint variety stamps in Alpha positions 33 & 45; #18 - 2nd Setting
Type 2; #19 - 1st Setting Types #14 & 3x Type #2. Of course this total franking of
40 milliemes is obviously philatetic as only 1pi for registry plus 4 milliemes card
rate for a total of 14 milliemes was required.

“Economy” Use in Action /[hthuwr M: Hochheiser)

The “economy” use of materials during the Civil Administration in Palsestine
had ever been a ‘watchword’. This was especially true of the Postal Administration
during the War years of the early 1940s. The following illustration (Fig. 48) is an
excellent example.

It reads as follows.

Foreman Exchange
Chief Test Clerk
Building Post Offices
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Extract from P.O. Circular No 720.
dated 3.12.41
Use of Departmental Pencils

(1) All members of this Staff should be reminded that departmental pencils are
government property and as such may not be used or disposed of except for
official purposes.

(2) Pencil holders should invariably be used where possible.

(3) Pencils should in future be sharpened by means of a knife and all pencil
sharpeners should be withdrawn and released to Chief Storekeeper.

(4) Officers requiring a new pencil must produce the stub of the old one to show
that it has been used to the limit of its capacity and normally new pencils will
not be issued unless the stub is produced.

(5) Generally officers are asked to cooperate by ensuring that the provisions of this
instruction are strictly carried out.

Please bring this written notice of all staff and related papers.
J. Muckworth

Inspector Exchange
5.12.41

Postal Handstamps on Mandate Telegrams /[Marvin Fiegel/

On page 737, Issue #53/54 of this publication, this writer discussed charges that
were levied against the receivers of certain telegrams during the years of the
Palestine Mandate. Recently, three other telegrams were viewed which shed some
additional light on the reasons for these charges. Their descriptions follow:

(a) Figure 49 - Jerusalem, 10 January, 1930. In the ‘Charges to be Collected’
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box is handwritten ‘Address is evasion’ and ‘26 mils’. The address itself is ‘Leo
Emanuel Friedman, Jerusalem’ - apparently incomplete and thus requiring further
checking and additional effort by the Post to locate the addressee.

(b) Figure 50 - Jerusalem, 8 September, 1931. In the ‘Charges...’ box is

Figure 50

handwritten ‘Mixed Languages’ and ‘132 mils’ (very high indeed!). The message
itself is “What about it - Leshana Tova”. While it is indeed in two languages, this
is really a minor matter considering the availability of Hebrew fluent personnel
while the charge levied is relatively so very high.

(¢) Figure 51 - Haifa, 28 December, 1940. In the ‘Charges...” box is handwritten
‘030 mil for one word’. The message itself is ‘English Visa obtained - will wire arrival’.
Apparently there was some form of surcharge for a message over five words long. Yet
this writer has seen so many cables longer than 5 words without additional charges.

All of these do certainly seem a bit unreasonable but their existence cannot be
denied.
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The Interim Period

The Legend of Yavneel (David Dubisy Teaneck; NS/

It is well known that after the expiration of the British Mandate in Palestine, the
Minhelet Haam (People’s Administration) was able to keep eighty post offices
functioning and supplied them with newly made cancellation devices. Like several
of the other devices of this 1948 Interim Period, the one that arrived at the Galilean
village of Yavneel was misspelled. Instead of the proper spelling of
Yod-Bet-Nun~-Alef-Lamed as in Joshua 19:33, from which the village received
its name, a second Yod was added after the Nun making the device read “Yavniel”
as shown in Figure 52 (a). According to philatelic dogma and publications of the
past forty years (see Fluri, p.65), the religious element in the settlement found the
juxtaposition of the Yod and the Alef- Lamed objectionable on theological grounds,
and the extra Yod had to be removed, leaving a space in the postmark where the
superfluous Yod had been, as in Figure 52 (b). Unfortunately, the story cannot be
true!

Figure 52

Representations of G-d’s name are found in the majority of Jewish Biblical
names. The presumed basis of the Yavneel Jewish community’s objection was that
these theophoric elements of Yod (from Yod-Heh) and Alef-Lamed present a
problem when appearing consecutively. If this was true however, popular names
like Daniel, spelled Dalet- Nun-Yod-Alef-Lamed (ny1), and Elijah, spelled
Alef-Lamed-Yod-Heh-Vav (mYN), would be objectionable. They are not. In
fact, Jews often insert such an extra Yod before Alef-Lamed when naming a boy
Yerachmeel though the name appears in the Bible (I Chronicles 2:25 and elsewhere)
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without the added letter, and no objections are raised. Rabbis consulted for this
article also saw no problem and no published Rabbinic literature could be found
prohibiting this practice.

In actuality, the removal of the Yod presents in itself a theologial difficulty: The
name G-d (Alef-Lamed) appears alone and not as part of another proper name.
Such a divine name must not be erased or defaced in any way according to Jewish
law. The appearance of this name on ordinary mail much of which would be
expected to be discarded in trash, could not have been the intent of the religious
community of Yavneel. The religious uproar resulting from the use of divine names
on an Israeli synagogue stamp in 1970 (Scott #426) and a South African Bible
Society stamp in 1987 (which would have been Scott #704) should serve to prove
the dubiousness of the “legend of Yavneel”.

The mundane reality must be that the extra letter was noted and removed,
correcting the spelling, regardless of the religious ramifications.* The fact that no
objection was raised to the “corrected” version implies that the religious element
did not concern itself with this area of philately at that troublesome time.

It is doubtful that this myth will indeed be corrected, but it is worth a try. If
Rabbinic literature can be found by any reader, he or she is encouraged to inform
the editor.

* This was not done at other post offices supplied with misspelled cancellers simply because
those at Kfar Ata (Ayin-Tet—Heh instead of Alef-Tav-Alef) and Metulla (with Tav
rather than Tet as the second letter) could only be corrected by changing letters instead of
simply removing a letter, procedures which would have necessitated entirely new devices.
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New Cancellations and Post Offices

A. Special Cancellations (see also Fig. 53):

3.3.97: “60 Years of Electrooptics in Israel”, Jerusalem.

11.3.97: “The 11th National Congress on Civil Engineering”, Jerusalem.

15.3.97: “Commemorating Greek Jews who died in the Holocaust and the Ist
Transport from Salonica to Auschwitz”’, Ben Gurion Airport.

19.3.97: “The International Professional Flower Expo of Israel, 977, Hadera.

23.3.97: “The 13th Congress of the International Federation of Municipal
Engineers”, Jerusalem.
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Fig. 53: Special Cancellations issued in the last period.
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31.3.97: “Tenth Anniversary of the Israel Postal Authority, 1987 - 19977,
Jerusalem.

6.4.97: “75 Years of the ‘Bnai Zion’ Medical Centre”, Haifa.

8.4.97: “Jerusalem 3000 Competition. Final”, Kefar Sava.

20.4.97: “Ariel. 18 State Stamp Exhibition”, Ariel.

21.4.97: “30 Years of Development and Production in MLM (an Israel Air
Industry Plant)”, Be’er Ya’akov.
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Fig. 53 (continued): Special Cancellations issued in the last period.
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“Jewish Monuments in Prague”, Jerusalem*.

“The Vilna Gaon, Rabbi Elijah Ben Solomon Zalman”, Jerusalem*.
“Clandestine Immigration, 1934 - 1948, Haifa*.

“Memorial Day”, Lod*.

“Sport - Snapling”, Yam Hamelah (M.P.)**,
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Fig. 53 (continued): Special Cancellations issued in the last period,

* These were used as special postmarks for the F.D. of the corresponding stamp issue.
** The use of this canceller was postponed to 8.7.97.
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11.5.97: “Modi’in. Inhabitancy Ceremony of the Town”, Modi’in.

12.5.97: “Event to mark 10 Years of the Israel Postal Authority”, Tel Aviv-Yafo.

15.5.97: “National Show Jumping Final”, Evtah (M.P.).

17.5.97: “Stamp Exhibition. Twin Towns”, Nazerat Illit.

22.5.97: “Association of Tel Aviv Journalists; 40 Years to Sokolov House™, Tel
Aviv-Yafo.

29.5.97: ““100 Years since the Discovery of the Cairo Geniza; 50 Years since the
Discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls”, Jerusalem.
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Fig. 53 (continued): Special Cancellations issued in the last period.
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29.5.97: “Pacific 97. Greetings from Israel’s Philatelists”, Tel Aviv-Yafo.

1.6.97: “The Inauguration of the new Wing and the D. Walter Cohen Middle East
Center for Dental Education”, Jerusalem.

5.6.97: “Rotary International District 2490 - Israel. 37th Conference”, Haifa.

12.6.97-19.6.97: “The Hebrew Book Week”, Jerusalem, Tel Aviv-Yafo, Haifa,
Beer Sheva.

12.6.97-22.6.97: “The Hebrew Book Week”, Ramat Gan.

15.6.97: “Israel Airports Authority”, Ben-Gurion Airport.
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Fig. 53 (continued): Special Cancellations issued in the Iast period.
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22.6.97: “Talpiot 60th Anniversary”. Tel Aviv-Yafo.

8.7.97: “Road Safety”, Netanya*.

8.7.97: “Hello, First Grade”, Bene Berag*.

8.7.97: “15th Maccabiah”, Ramat Gan*.

8.7.97: “Sport-Snapling”, Yam Hamelah (M.P.)*.

14.7.97: “Netanya hosts Maccabiah Athletes. 15th Maccabiah”, Netanya.
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Fig. 53 (continued): Special Cancellations issued in the last period.

* These were used as special postmarks for the F.D. of the corresponding stamp issue.
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14.7.97: “15th Maccabiah”, Ramat Gan.

15.7.97: “20th Anniversary to Qazrin”, Qazrin.

18.7.97: “50 Years S.S. President Warfield, Exodus 1947, Haifa.
1.9.97: “Migrating Birds know no Boundaries”, Shimshon (M.P.).
18.9.97: “Kefar Shemaryahu - 60 Years”, Kefar Shemaryahu.
23.9.97: “Music and Dance in Israel”, Karmi’el*.
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Fig. 53 (continued): Special Cancellations issued in the last period.

* These were used as special postmarks for the F.D. of the corresponding stamp issue.
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23.9.97: “UN Resolution on the Establishment of a Jewish State”, Jerusalem*.

23.9.97: “Festival Stamps 19977, Jerusalem*.

23.9.97: “Bat and Ball Game™, Bat Yam*.

24.9.97: “Gush Etzion 30 Years”, Cefon Yehuda (M.P. and Zahal).

17.10.97: “Greetings from Israel’s Philatelists” (to “MOCKBA 97” World Stamp
Exhibition), Tel Aviv-Yafo.

26.10.97: “Habima - 80 Years”, Tel Aviv-Yafo.

7.11.97: “18 Years to Elon Moreh”, Elon Moreh (Zahal).

19.11.97: “Joint Issue Israel-Russia: Pushkin-Shlonsky”, Tel Aviv-Yafo.

20.11.97: “20 Years of Bet El”, Bet El (Zahal).

3.12.97: “Chabad’s Children of Chernobyl”, Kefar Chabad.

3.12.97: “Official Ceremony - the Bicentenary of the death of the Vilna Gaon”,
Jerusalem.

15.12.97: “Indepex 97. Greeting from Israel’s Philatelists”, Tel Aviv-Yafo.

23.12.97: “Israel 50 Jubilee,, 1948-1998, Jerusalem*.

23.12.97: “Machal, Gachal”, Jerusalem®*.

23.12.97: “Philately Day: Fractal”, Tel Aviv-Yafo*.

23.12.97: “Chabad’s Children of Chernobyl”, Kefar Chabad*.

23.12.97: “Hanukka”, Modi’in*,

24.12.97: “Christmas-Noel’’, Nazareth.

B. Definitive Cancellations :

17.4.97: On this date 130 new and 126 replaced handstamps were put into use in
various Post Offices as follows: “ABU SINAN 1” (instead of ABU SINAN
whithout No.), “OR AQIVA 1-3” (instead of OR AQIVA 1-3), “ALLONIM
17 (instead of ALLONIM without No.), “ELYAKHIN 1” (instead of
ELYAKHIN without No.), “AFEK 1” (instead of AFEK without No.),
“BAQA AL-GHARBIYA 1” (instead of BAQA AL-GHARBIYA 1),
“BUEINE NAJIDAT 1” (instead of BUEINE NAJIDAT without No.),
“BI'NE 1” (instead of B’'NE without No.), “BIR EL-MAKSUR 1” (instead
of BIR EL-MAKSUR without No.), “BET GAN 1” (instead of BET GAN
without No.), “BET SHE’AN 1-6" (instead of BET SHE’AN 1-6), “BENE
YEHUDA 1 (instead of BENE YEHUDA without No.), “BINYAMINA 1-3”
(instead of BINYAMINA 1-3), “GIVAT ADA 1, 2” (instead of GIVAT ADA
1, 2), “JUDEIDA MAKR 1, 2” (instead of JUDEIDA MAKR 1 and without
No.), “JULIS 1” (instead of JULIS without No.), “GUSH HALAYV 1” (instead
of GUSH HALAV without No.), “JISR AZ-ZARQA 1> (instead of JISR
AZ-ZARQA without No.), “JATT 1” (instead of JATT without No.),
“DALIAT EL-KARMIL 1” (instead of DALIAT EL-KARMIL without

* These were used as special postmarks for the F.D. of the corresponding stamp issue.
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No.), “DABBURIYYA 1” (instead of DABBURIYA without No.), “ASHER-
AT (M.P.) 1” (instead of ASHERAT (M.P.) without No.), “BIQ’AT BET
KEREM (M.P.) 1” (instead of BIQ’AT BET KEREM (M.P.) without No.),
“GILBOA’ (M.P.) 1” (instead of GILBOA’ (M.P.) without No.), “HAGALIL
HAMA’ARAVI (M.P) 1” (instead of HAGALIL HAMA’ARAVI (M.P)
without No.), “HAGALIL HATAHTON (M.P) 1” (instead of HAGALIL
HATAHTON (M.P) without No.), “HEVEL MEGIDDO (M.P.) 1” (instead of
HEVEL MEGIDDO (M.P.) without No.), “HOF CARMEL (M.P.) 1” (instead
of HOF CARMEL (M.P.) without No.), “HEFER (M.P.) 1” (instead of
HEFER (M.P.) without No.), “YIZRE’EL (M.P.) 1” (instead of YIZRE’EL
(M.P.) without No.), “MENASHE (M.P.) 1” (instead of MENASHE (M.P.)
without No.), “MISGAV (M.P.) 1” (instead of MISGAV (M.P.) without No.),
“EMEQ BET SHE’AN (M.P.) 17 (instead of EMEQ BET SHE’AN (M.P.)
without No.), “EMEQ HAYARDEN (M.P.) 1” (instead of EMEQ HAYAR-
DEN (M.P.) without No.), “DEIR AL-ASAD 1” (instead of DEIR AL-ASAD
without No.), “DEIR HANNA 1” (instead of DEIR HANNA without No.),
“DALIYYA 1” (instead of DALIYYA without No.), “HAYOGEV 1” (instead
of HAYOGEV without No.), “ZIKHRON YA’AKOV 1-3” (instead of
ZIKHRON YA’AKOV 1-3), “ZALAFE 17 (instead of ZALAFE without
No.), “ZEMER 1” (instead of ZEMER without No.), “HURFEISH 1" (instead
of HURFEISH without No.), “HANITA 1" (instead of HANITA without No.),
“HAZOR HAGELILIT 1-3” (instead of HAZOR HAGELILIT 1-3), “TUBA
ZANGERIA 17 (instead of TUBA ZANGERIA without No.), “TUR’AN 1”
(instead of TUR’AN without No.), “TIRAT KARMEL 1-3” (instead of
TIRAT KARMEL 1-3), “TAMRA 1, 2” (instead of TAMRA 1, 2), “YANUH
1” (instead of Y’ANOAH without No.), “YAVNE’EL 1” (instead of
YAVNE’EL without No.), “YAGUR 1” (instead of YAGUR without No.),
“YESUD HAMA’ALA 1” (instead of YESUD HAMA’ALA without No.),
“YOQNE’AM 17 (instead of YOQNE’AM without No.), “YIRKA 17,
“KABUL 1” (instead of KABUL without No.), “KEFAR HAHORESH 1”
(instead of KEFAR HAHORESH without No.), “KEFAR HAMAKABI 1”
(instead of KEFAR HAMAKABI without No.), “KEFAR HARQ’E 1” (instead
of KEFAR HARO’E without No.), “KEFAR VERADIM 1” (instead of
KEFAR VERADIM without No.), “KEFAR YEHEZQEL 1” (instead of
KEFAR YEHEZQEL without No.), “KAFR KAMA 1” (instead of KAFR
KAMA without No.), “KAFR KANNA 1” (instead of KAFR KANNA
without No.), “KAFR MANDA 1” (instead of KAFR MANDA without No.),
“KAFR QARI 1” (instead of KAFR QARI without No.), “KEFAR TAVOR
1” (instead of KEFAR TAVOR without No.), “KARMI’EL 1-8” (instead of
KARMI'EL 1-5, 7, 8), “MAJD AL-KURUM 1” (instead of MAJD
AL’KURUM without No.), “MIGDAL TEFEN 1” (instead of MIGDAL
TEFEN without No.), “MAGHAR 1” (instead of MAGHAR without No.),
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“MUSMUS 17 (instead of MUSMUS without No.), “METULLA 1” (instead
of METULLA without No.), “MERON 1” (instead of MERON without No.),
“MENAHEMYA 1” (instead of MENAHEMYA without No.), “MAS’ADE 1,
2” (instead of MAS’ADE 1, 2), “MI’LYA 1” (instead of MI’LYA without No.),
“MA’ALOT TARSHIHA 1, 4” (instead of MA’ALOT TARSHIHA 1, 4),
“MASH-HAD 1” (instead of MASH-HAD 1), “NAHALAL 1, 2” (instead of
NAHALAL 1, 2), “NAHF 1” (instead of NAHF without No.), “SAKHNIN 1,
2” (instead of SAKHNIN 1 and without No.), “EILABUN 1” (instead of
EILABUN without No.), “ILUT 1” (instead of ILUT without No.), “EN
HAROD ME’UHAD 1” (instead of EN HAROD ME’UHAD without No.),
“EN MAHIL 1” (instead of EN-MAHIL without No.), “ISFIYA 1” (instead of
ISFIYA without No.), “AR’ARA 1, 2” (instead of AR’ARA 1 and without
No.), “ATLIT 1-3” (instead of ATLIT 1-3), “FASSUTA 1” (instead of
FASSUTA without No.), “PEQI'IN 1” (instead of PEQIIN 1), “PARDES
HANNA-KARKUR 1-6” (instead of PARDES HANNA-KARKUR 1-6),
“QESARYA 17 (instead of QESARYA 1).

30.4.97: On this date 72 new and 55 replaced handstamps were put into use in
various Post Offices in the Southern Region as follows: “OR YEHUDA 17
(instead of OR YEHUDA without No.), “OFAQIM 1-6” (instead of
OFAQIM 24,5,7), “BE’lER SHEVA 1-28, 51” (instead of BE’ER SHEVA
1,9,10,12,15,17-19, 23-25, 30,41,42, 45-50, 55, 56), “EVTAH” (M.P.) 17
(instead of EVTAH” (M.P.) without No.), “HOF ASHQELON (M.P) 17
(instead of HOF ASHQELON (M.P) without No.), “HOF AZZA (M.P.) 1”
(instead of HOF AZZA (M.P.) without No.), “HALUZA (M.P.) 1” (instead of
HALUZA (M.P.) without No.), “YAM HAMELAH (M.P.) 1” (instead of
YAM HAMELAH (M.P.) without No.), “NAHAL LAKHISH DAROM
(M.P.) 1” (instead of NAHAL LAKHISH DAROM (M.P.) without No.),
“ARAVA (M.P.) 1” (instead of ARAVA (M.P.) without No.), “SEDE GAT
(M.P.) 1”7 (instead of SEDE GAT (M.P.) without No.), “SHIMSHON (M.P.)
1” (instead of SHIMSHON (M.P.) without No.), “KEFAR HABAD 1”
(instead of KEFAR HABAD without No.), “ARAD 1-6” (instead of ARAD
1-5, 8).

18.5.97: “ASHDOD 33”, for the new Postal Agency, Grade A, in the Qanion.
(This Postmark was used before in the Ashdod Main P.O.).

16.6.97: “TIRAT KARMEL 57 for the new Postal Agency, Grade A, in the
Commercial Center of Tirat Karmel.

1.7.97: “NES ZIYYONA 4”, for the new Postal Agency, Grade A, in the Biology
Institute. (This Postmark was used before in the Nes Ziyyona Main P.O.).

17.7.97: “ARIEL 2” for the new Postal Agency, Grade B, in the Nahelat Yehuda
Veshomeron, Ariel.

22.7.97. “TEL AVIV-YAFO 169, 171-175, 262, for various Post Offices of Tel
Aviv.
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3.8.97: “ASHDOD 18” for the new Postal Agency, Grade A, in “Kol Movil
Limited” (This Postmark was used before in the Ashdod Main P.O.).

13.8.97: “JERUSALEM 5 for the new Postal Agency, Grade A, in Ramot D.
(This Postmark was used before in another Agency of Jerusalem).

16.11.97: “RISHON LEZION 15” for the new Postal Agency, Grade A, in the
Neve Yam Quarter, Qanion Ahuzat Rishonim. (This Postmark was used before
in the Rishon Lezion Main P.O.).

New Stamps and Postal Stationery /@ompiled by 3. Noy/

The following stamps have been issued during the last period.

30.4.97: Clandestine Immigration (1948-1934) (NIS 5.00); The “Vilna Gaon” -
~an (1720-1797) (NIS 2.00); Jewish Monuments in Prague (the Tombstone of
Rabbi Judah Loew-MaHaRal of Prague and the Altneuschul Synagogue (NIS
1.70x2). Also issued as a miniature sheet incorporating blocks of four each of the
stamps (without tabs). Stamps of similar design were issued jointly (in the
minisheet format by the Czech Republic (Fig. 54); Memorial Day 1997 (The
Memorial Monument to the Fallen of the Logistics Corps) (NIS 1.10).

29.5.97: Souvenir Sheet - 100 years since the discovery of the Cairo Geniza (NIS
2.00) and 50 years since the discovery of the Dead Sea scrolls (NIS 3.00).

8.7.97: The 15th Maccabiah (NIS 5.00); Sport (definitive series) Abseiling-Rappel-
ling (NIS 10.00); Road Safety, three stamps present the three most frequent
causes of road accidents in Israel - not maintaining proper distance, not staying
in one lane and driving under the influence of alcohol (NIS 1.10); “Hello, first
grade!” (NIS 1.10).

23.9.97: Sport (definitive series) Bat & Ball game (NIS 3.00); Music and dance in
Israel - The Zimriya (NIS 1.10), Karmiel Dance Festival (NIS 2.00), Zefat
Klezemer Festival (NIS 3.00); UN Resolution on the Establishment of a Jewish
State — 29.11.47 (NIS 5.00); Festival 1997 (5758) - the visiting patriarchs:
Abraham (NIS 1.10), Isaac (NIS 1.70), Jacob (NIS 2.00).

19.11.97: Souvenir Sheet - Homage to A. Pushkin (author of “Eugene Onegin”)
and to A. Shlonsky (Israel Poet, translator of the Poem into Hebrew) (NIS 5.00)
- a joint Israel-Russia issue (Fig. 55 shows both M.S.’s on an Israeli “Souvenir
Leaf).

23.12.97: Gachal ("n)- recruitment in the diaspora 1948 (NIS 1.80); Machal (>nn)
— overseas volunteers 1948 (NIS 1.15); Chabad’s children of Chernobyl (NIS
2.10); Philately Day - Fractals, the fractional dimension geometry (NIS 2.50);
Hanukka series - 6th candle (NIS 1.80), 7th candle (NIS 2.10); Israel 50 Jubilee
- “Srulik” (non denominational inland stamp sold at NIS 1.15).
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Klussendorf Postage Labels

19.11.97: Klussendorf postage label “Season’s Greetings from the Holy Land”,
both without machine number (Philatelic Services) and with No. 023 (Fig. 56
(a)) from the Nazareth machine. The label shows the famous “arched lane” in
Jerusalem “Old City”.

23.12.97: Klussendorf postage label Be’er Sheva (Tourism Series), both without
machine number (Philatelic Services) and with No. 019 (s. Fig. 56 (b)).

28.12.97: “The Kenesset” (Israel Parliament) label, both without machine number
(Ph. S.) and with No. 005 (Fig. 56 (c), from the machine installed in the nearby
Supreme Court Building).

Postal Stationery. An inland postcard imprinted with the “Srulik” non-denomi-
nated “stamp”, a booklet and a téte-béche sheet with the same stamp will be
issued on February 17, 1998.
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Letter to the Editor

Dear Zvi, 15th September 1996

Regarding the article on mail connections with Jordan by Lawrence Fisher, in
Bulletin 63/64, the cover (postcard?) shown in Fig. 12, sent from Amman to Israel,
definitely went via England. There was no need to illustrate the ‘proving cover’ in
Fig. 13.

The two indentations below the stamp (not under it) are the blue phosphor code
marks applied at the London foreign section sorting office. Within Britain, the
address would be coded into two horizontal rows of blue phosphor marks, just as
in Israel fluorescent orange marks are applied along the lower edge of items. By
UPU convention, to avoid interference with inland coding at the destination, mail
abroad is not coded. The two right-hand dots in the upper row serve to segregate
items addressed outside Britain.

The coding desk number, applied with black ribbon, is 1B in Fig. 12 and is
visible at the left lower corner over the word CASTLE. It is indistinct below the L
of ISRAEL in Fig. 13. Closer inspection will show us, that the right-hand mark is
rectangular (the ‘start’ dot), and the next one is round. It would have been useful,
incidentally, to ensure reproduction by inking in the blue marks.

1 should add, that the British coding method has changed repeatedly since. The
solid dots, imprinted by hot pins from phosphor tape, have been replaced with
sprayed blue phosphor ink, forming less distinct dots, and later by vertical bars.
Then these bars changed to mauve fluor ink. Then the spaces between bars were
halved, and now their variable height is part of the code. Yours sincerely,

Waller Loebl

Request for Research Information

Our Palestine Study Group has seen some unusual Palestine perfins. Some of us
have purchased APC and KKL perfins in values not listed in the Bale catalogue,
and also on a few mint stamps.

We became suspicious when we noticed some were on wove paper which wasn’t
issued until 1940, almost ten years after meters became available to the
organizations using the perfins. The use of meters eliminated the need for perfins.

We see a few differences in the perfins on the wove paper and mint stamps that
do not appear on the majority of used stamps that could be legitimate. The
differences we see could possibly be explained if the die used to punch the perfins
had two or more sets of pins to punch two or more adjacent stamps
simultaneously. There could be differences between each set of pins. Does anyone
know how many sets of initials were on the machine?

If you have any information on Palestine perfins and possible perfin forgeries we
would be most interested. Any help you can give will be appreciated.

Please reply to: Mr. N. Zankel, POB 267, New Brunswick, NJ 08903, USA.
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Obituary
Joseph Hoffman - The Last Post

The day before Rosh Hashana my phone surprisingly did not ring. Strange. For
years I would have been able to know that it is the last day of the Hebrew calendar
year by getting a ring from Joe, even if we spoke a week earlier. He never missed
the opportunity to express his good wishes for the Jewish New Year.

I have lost many acquaintances, colleagues and friends, in war and peace, from
enemy actions, accidents or illnesses. What triggered me now to write a eulogy for
the first time? I believe it was the special blend of pleasantness and friendliness
embodied in a person that we lost by the passing of Joseph Hoffman.

Joe assembled several distinguished collections: philatelic (forerunners and
Judaica), semi-philatelic (J.N.F. and Jewish charity telegrams), and non-philatelic
(Holy Land maps, Holy Land travel books and Jewish postcards). Not only did he
enjoy collecting and exchanging as most collectors do, but he voluntarily and
unselfishly helped his friends with advice, information, and yes, with precious items
that improved their collections. He was a really Kind, Friendly, Knowledgeable
and Fatherly behaving Gentleman.

Born in Vienna in 1919, he moved in 1923 to Frankfurt am Main where his
father was appointed Chief Rabbi. He attended the Yeshivah there founded by his
father, which was unique in that it combined secular and rabbinic studies.

Joe managed to leave Nazi Germany in 1937 for Italy and arrived in the U.S in
1938. He served in the U.S. Army for four years in North Africa and in Europe,
participating in the liberation of Rome and Strassbourg, and was decorated with
the bronze star medal. For 45 years he worked for a Firm dealing in raw hides and
skins until 1951 in New York, and continuing in Stockholm, Sweden. With his
retirement, initially he spent half a year in Sweden and half a year in Israel, and in
1992 he made full Aliyah and made his home in Jerusalem. During the last two
decades he was an active member of the Holy Land Postal History Society, and of
the Israeli philatelic scenery.

I will miss his pre-Rosh Hashana calls and his friendship.

Shaut Ladany

Oct. 10, 71997
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Auction House
ZODIAC STAMPS LTD.

RY3I 0ONOD FRITIT

Forerunners, Mandate & Judaica YRR 0T . ONTIG
Holocaust, Interim & Postal History DT NN DU N9N0 R
J. N. F,, Revenues, Coins & Banknotes NOOW NAIDO N0 YR 7035
ISRAEL, Doar Ivri, F.D.C.'s & Varieties = nraxx F.D.C.'s "oy wav ‘owr
World Wide: Stamps, Covers & Collections o'oond noown on 0w 9

The Auction Will Take Place At Our Office
RNTWNY D"PNN AYODN

11 Hess St., Tel Aviv, Israel 63324
P.O.B. 4895, Tel. 03-5284931, Fax. 03-291395

NEGEV
HOLYLAND
STAMPS LTD

We hold twice per year a

| HOLY LAND POSTAL BID SALE

Free sample Catalogue by airmail on request.
We will continue to send regularly to those who bid.
Our Postal Bid Sales usually contain a comprehensive range of all
aspects of Holy Land Philately and Start prices are in U.S. Dollars.

Negev Holyland Stamps
(Incorporating MICHAEL H. BALE) Ltd.
PO Box 1, llfracombe, Devon, EX34 9BR, England.
TEL: 01271-862857 FAX: 01271-867161
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~ D
ISRAEL, HOLY LAND, JUDAICA

ISRAEL, Holy Land, Judaica philately

featured in award-winning journal

of the

Society of Israel Philatelists

Membership information from

Dr. Emil I. Dickstein
8358 Hitchcock Road

K Youngstown, Ohio 44512 U.S.A.

),




While visiting
I'srael don’t forget
t o 8 e e u s t o o You
are al ways welcome
and y ou will not

b e disappointed

We offer you:
* Rare Israeli stamps from all periods
* Postal History of the Holy Land from all
periods: Ottoman period, British Mandate, (
Interim period and the State of Israel.

* Judaica Postal History and documents.
*Revenues and other labels of the
Holy Land from all periods.
*Foreign stamps from all countries.
*Single original bulletins of
"The Holy Land Philatelist"

* Big local smile

You are welcome 1!

STAMPS CENTER
94 Allenby Rd., Souterrain
P.O.B. 4444, Tel Aviv
Tel. (03)5605755
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UNITED NATIONS + NATIONS UNIES
S?Kl%fllf cﬁ’d”f;’?ak Qﬁ PALESTINE

?’km/ 2/
e §. a., .

G

YD [N O7IRND INTYN” 930 7Y 1947 93193 P19 DIYUIIN NNYYIY Novyn
OIND NOINN DY NaY NYOYN NN NNT N1 SY NIMEINRNY (UNSCOP) 7Hnwbs
NI NPT HRPN YY MY AMN 9anana
~ Cover sent from Jerusalem to New York by a member of UNSCOP (United Nations Special
Committee On Palestine). The recommendations of this Committee had an important roll in the
UN November resolution on the establishment of the State of Israel (s. article on p. 325)
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