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These labels, printed in red on
brown adhesive paper, were af-
fixed to items which while not
suspicious enough to warrant their
being X-rayed, called for caution
on the part of the recipient.

2) Mail received by the Ministry of
Communications. A large part of
the incoming Ministry mail under-
.goes a security check (even if it
originates from other postal
administrations or official a-
gencies) and is stamped with a
rubber cachet. In the course of
time a number of different
cachets have been used including
the following:
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Type A— large triangular cachet with the
word “NIVDAK"” (= checked)
between two horizontal lines —
violet

Type B— small square boxed cachet with
the letter “nun” (= nivdak) and a

-

numeral.
The following varieties are known:
Nun 1 — black

Nun 1, 2, 3 — purple

Nun 3 — rose

Nun 2, 3 — curved frame —
red
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THIS MAIL WAS X-RAYED

Type C— small rectangular boxed cachet

3)

4)

5)

with the word “nivdak’’ — violet

Incoming mail — other government
departments — incoming mail is
X-rayed (irrespective of the office
of origin) and stamped with a rub-
ber cachet.
The illustrations show:
a) Ministry of Foreign Affairs
— registry incoming mail

cachet and the word
“SHUKAF" (X-rayed) in
violet.

b) Ministry of Defence —
large rectangular boxed
cachet with the word
“SHUKAF" in violet.
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Mail addressed to Israel Go-
vernment Offices and Institutions
abroad — all such mail is checked
before despatch and receives a ca:
chet "SHUKAF" or “NIVDAK"
— see illustrations. It is also
checked on receipt.

Mail addressed to Jewish Institu-
tions abroad — illustrated is a let-
ter from the Israel Bonds Office
in Jerusalem to its office in
New York with a large red cachet
“THIS MAIL WAS X-RAYED"
and signature of the official res-

ponsible.
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Security markings on Israeli postal items

Mr. Fairmont, Ramat Ha-Sharon

While the majority of Israeli collectors
concentrate their attention on stamps,
First Day Covers and other items of a pure-
ly philatelic nature, there is a growing in-
terest in the subject of Postal History and
the collection of items of mail that have
genuinely passed through the mail in the
ordinary course of affairs and which reflect
different aspects of the country's postal
and even political history.

An interesting but ljttle researched
field is that of letters /bearing security
markings. As a result/of the terrorist
organizations’ use of letter bombs, go-
vernment departments in lIsrael and lsraeli
Offices abroad began to X-ray incoming
items of mail to make sure that their con-
tents were harmless. At the same time the
Israeli Post Office took steps to warn the
recipients of large, suspicious-looking let-
ters of packages, that they should carefully
check the details of the sender before
opening them and that if they had the least
suspicion as to the contents, they should
immediately contact the security officials
and not attempt to tamper with the article
in question.

This practice has provided the Postal
History collector with a fascinating selec-
tion of labels and markings which provide
a vivid comment on the conditions under
which we live. In this short article some of
the more interesting markings are dis-
cussed.

1) Labels affixed by the Israeli Post
Office to incoming mail — there
are two types of labels. The first
reads ''Check whether this en-
velope/parcel/ is meant for you! /
Do you know the sender ? / If
the package seems suspicious /
phone 455 or 562 / without op-
ening it."”
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The second label reads * Dear
Citizen, for your own safety! /
Don‘'t open this package before
you have checked: / Whether you
know the sender / Whether you
are expecting a package from that
address / If you have the slightest
suspicion, please inform / the
clerk who will get in touch with
the Police. / The Ministry of
Communications”
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U.N. Plans a Palestinian Rights Stamp

On the 12th of December 1979, the
General Assembly of the United Nations
considered a report of the Cammittee on
the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of
the Palestinian People — a Committee
dominated by Third World and Communist
Bloc countries —which works closely with
the Palestine Liberation Organization.

The Assembly adopted, by a large
majority (Yes — 117; No — 15: Absten-
tions — 9), a pro-Palestinian resolution
which, inter alia, requested the Secretary-
General to “direct the United Nations
Postal Administration to issue a series of
United Nations commemorative postage
stamps to publicize as widely as possible
the grave situation and the inalienable
rights of the Palestinian people’ and ‘‘re-
quested Member States to observe annually,
on the 29th of November, the Inter-
national Day of Solidarity with the Palestin-
ian People and to issue special postage
stamps for the occasion”’.

The proposal for the issue of Palestin-
ian Rights stamps met with strong opposi-
tion from Jews and non-Jews, collectors
and non-collectors alike, and the pages of
the American philatelic press were full of
comments — mostly unfavourable — on
what they called “yet another attempt to
inject political controversy into stamp col-
lecting.”

Ambassador Donald F. McHenry, the
United States Representative to the United
Nations, came out strongly against the
proposal for a Palestine stamp which he
saw as ‘‘an unnecessary politicization of
the United Nations Postal Administration”.

“Linn’s Stamp News’’, one of the most
widely read American philatelic journals,
published a strongly worded leader object-
ing to the "“unnecessary and potentially
disastrous interference of the General As-
sembly in the realm of philately which
could bring untold harm to the cause of
United Nations philately”, and called upon

the General Assembly to reconsider its
resolution. It also called upon its readers
to express their views to the Editor and
directly to the Secretary-General of the
United Nations.

One major American stamp dealer
who has, for years, been promoting the
sale of United Nations philatelic material
in various department stores, declared that
such a Palestinian stamp would be “a trav-
esty on the good name of the United Na-
tions and the good name of United Na-
tions philately” and that if such a stamp
were to be issued, not only would he cease
dealing in United Nations stamps, but
thousands of outraged collectors would
give up their UN collections.

The United Nations Postal Administra-
tion finds itself in an embarassing situation
since Resolutions of the General Assembly
are binding on the Organization and the
Secretary-General does not have the
authority to prevent their implementation.
The United Nations headquarters in New
York was bombarded with letters expres-
sing strong disapproval and opposition to
the proposed issue and prepared a standard
reply which avoided any reference to the
rights or wrongs of the proposal and mere-
ly reiterated the fact that the Organization
was duty bound to carry out the instruc-
tions of the General Assembly.

The proposed issue is currently sched-
uled for some time in 1981, and it is in-
conceivable that Israeli collectors and deal-
ers should give their support to such blat-
ant anti-lsrael propaganda and our self-
respect demands that we make known our
opposition to the proposed issue and make
it clear to the United Nations Postal
Administration that not only will such
stamps be boycotted by the Israeli philate-
lic community but that many veteran
United Nations philatelists will seriously
consider disposing of their collections.
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FORTHCOMING ISSUES

New issues

The 26th of May saw the issue of a
IL.4.30 Stand-by stamp made necessary by
the increased postal tariffs which became
effective on the 1st May. The stamp, which
is identical in design to its predecessors, is
printed in blue and red and pays the post-
age on a standard letter within lsrael. An
official First Day Cover was provided by
the Post Office.

On the same day, a new IL.19 Aero-
gram was put on sale to replace the existing
IL.12 aerogram.

1980 (5741) Festival Stamps

This year's Festival stamps (3) to be
issued in August are devoted to the subject
of “Hanging Sabbath Lamps".

The custom of kindling Sabbath lamps
dates back to the period of the Mishna and
there are many folk-tales and superstitions
surrounding their use. According to one
popular belief, angels hover over the lights
and this led to the custom of the women
covering their faces immediately upon
kindling the lights so that they should not
gaze upon the faces of the angels. There
are no fixed rules concerning the shape of
the lamp or the number of lights to be lit.
Among the European Jewish community,
the custom is to light hanging oil lamps or
wax candles standing in candlesticks. The
Eastern Jewish communities used oil lamps
with metal containers with a mouth for the
wick, or lamps hanging from chains, with
glass containers for the oil.

The stamps were printed by the Go-
vernment Printer by photogravure comb
perforation 13x14.
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The IL.4.30 value depicts an 18th cen-
tury lamp from the Netherlands;the |L.20
value, an 18th century lamp from Germany
and the 1L.30, a 19th century lamp from
Morocco.

Together with the festival stamps there
will appear the Gush Etzion stamp (IL.19)
and a stamp in honour of Yitzhak Gruen-
baum (11..32)
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Commemorative postmarks

2 June 1980 Congress to mark the 100th
Anniversary of ORT — Jeru-
salem

International Congress of
the Knights of Malta, Jeru-
salem
One more Israeli stamp designer for the
United Nations

Gid'on Sagi, known to Israel philatel-
ists as the designer of the ZOA Convention
(1977) and “NAHAL" (1977) stamps, had
his design accepted for the 40 centimes
Swiss value and the 4 schilling Austrian
value of the United Nations stamps to be
issued on the 26th June 1980 to com-
memorate the 35th Anniversary of the
Organization. The design is also incorpor-
ated in the accompanying miniature sheets.
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