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The Israeli thematic association welcomes our fellow collectors
from abroad who attend the Tel Aviv exhibition in person:

Manfred Aichele, Germany. From the end of Poland 1939 and
the try to survive until liberation 1945.

David Braun, Mexico. Overcoming obstacles: Bridges.
Frank Friedman, South Africa. The world of diamonds.
Yves Hennekinne, Belgium. Histories Belges.

Sophie Launay, Luxemburg. Marry me.

Francisco Sergio Marinho Bezerra, Brazil. Wars without limits
— Terrorism and Insurgency.

Goeran Modem, Sweden. St. Paul — Brought Christ to the
world.

Meguerdich Papazian, Argentina, The European Lyric theatre.

Gottfried Steinmann, Germany. The Warsaw uprising and its
scouts.

Wobbe Vegter, South Africa. From abacus to Internet.
Albrecht Zimmermann, Germany. Children — Children.
Miomir Zivkovic, Serbia. Unesco world heritage.
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The European Lyric Theatre

| have been an opera fan for more than 45 years. The
idea of concentrating on the topic of opera came to me
in 1985, where | came across a book about "Musicians
on Stamps". | started to collect philatelic material with
everything that was related to the theme, and | thus
began my research.

To present properly the entire story of the opera within
five frames is virtually impossible. | therefore decided to Meguerdich
limit myself to the title of "The European Lyric Theatre". Papazian
This choice narrows the scope of the exhibit to the

specific time in history and place on the globe where this art began. | have
given special emphasis to the work of composers such as Mozart, Verdi and
Wagner, because of their considerable influence on the music of their time
through their musical innovations.

My exhibit is structured as a
triptych, which means it has a
main part — the opera in the
nineteenth century — and two
secondary parts. One secondary
part deals with the opera in the
seventeenth and  eighteenth
centuries, while the other s
dedicated to the twentieth century.
The two secondary parts therefore
represent the "before" and "after"
of the main part. Each of the three
parts has an independent
development, with a beginning
and an end. In this way | am
presenting 400 vyears of the
. history of an art and its four main
An extremely rare block of four of the schools — the Italian, French,

Beethoven local stamp issued in Altona, German and the appearance of
now a part of Hamburg. This is one of a set of the Russian school in the
stamps commemorating musicians — the first nineteenth century

stamns dedicated to comnoseres.

My exhibit won a Large silver on a number of occasions at international FIP
exhibitions, and achieved a Gold Medal and a Special Prize at the national
exhibitions level.

Meguerdich Papazian is from Buenos Aires, Argentina. vartui@hotmail.com
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History of the European Architecture

| have started collecting stamps in 1940, when | was 7
years old. In 1952 | joined the Polish Philatelic Union,
and a couple of years later | decided to collect specific
themes. At the time | was a student at the architectural
faculty, so it was an obvious choice to focus on this
field. | have since graduated (and now hold M.Sc., and
work as an interior architect), and my philatelic career
has progressed in parallel.

: . Wieslaw
| have developed three independent — albeit related — Studzinski

exhibits. The first, which is exhibited in Tel Aviv is about

the history of European architecture. The second is about World Architecture,
and the last is about sacral architecture. Unlike many thematic collectors | did
not abandon the world of traditional philately: | also exhibit the first issue of
Egypt — the Sphinx and Pyramid in Giza. I'm proud to say that I've qualified to
the international level with all my exhibits, and have won 35 medals, including
some Grand Prize awards.

POCZTA POLSKA

(3

There are plenty of items that are particularly dear to me, owing to their rarity
or beauty. I've chosen to show here an item that is both rare and beautiful — a
die proof of the 1937 Polish stamp showing the cloister of Czestochowa. The
fortified walls and southwest bastion were built in the years 1674 and 1720-45,
respectively by the architects K. Mieroszewski and K. Dahlke. And, of
course, this item has the added bonus of being from my home country.

Wieslaw Studzinski, ul. Krasinskiego 38/59, 01-779 Warsaw, Poland.
e-mail address is agataws@wp.pl
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St Paul - Brought Christ to the World

| have been collecting material related to the Apostle for
over 20 years. | am a theologian by profession, and
from the beginning of my studies (at the University of
Lund) | was inspired by St Paul. He gave the Christian
Church its Jewish background and helped us
understand the world in which Jesus was living. Paul is
considered to be the first and greatest theologian. He
interpreted the message of Jesus Christ and gave . i
practical directions in many situations to the Goran Modén
congregations of his own time and to us living today. Paul was born a Jew and
was proud to be a part of the chosen people. However, he also had the
greatness of understanding the message in a wider context.

My exhibit shows
ideas which affected
St Paul, due to his
Hellenic and Roman | e : 1 S0 L
background. An B

important aspect of mx‘f#ﬁ { ;‘
.-ﬁ-:ﬁ-mp

my theme is the : ' éf
world  Paul met L%/Jf’}an faé« . dmris .
; 1

during his travels.

Much of his theology : : :

originates from the ; i e &’/fﬂ*"ﬁgﬂ(l
customs in the ¥ : e

Roman Empire. Lk

Paul was a very active man: The word of God had to be spread. He was the
mouthpiece that made Christ known to all men. His interpretation and
preaching of Christ have influenced our own picture of Christ, making him
relevant in our time as well. It is therefore important for me to show how his
thoughts influenced the society of the Western World, in churches that were
built, how we live together in marriage, what happens when we die and so on.

My favorite item is a postmark from 1856 depicting the Holy Spirit. This
symbol is very hard to illustrate, but this postmark from Societa del santissimo
sacramento di Caprarola in ltaly, shows the Spirit coming down from
heaven in a cloud. These postmarks were used by congregations as official
mail and were exempt from postage fees.

Goran Modén, Stockevagen 18, 83296 Froson, Sweden.
goran.g.moden@telia.com




BUDDHISM
and Its Influence on Culture

Buddhism has been a part of my life for nearly 45 years.
Because | knew about the religion, | considered making
a thematic exhibit to tell the story of Culture as it relates

to Buddhism. The focus is mainly on the Theravada N
Sect because that is the one with which | am the most
familiar. Peter Iber

In doing the philatelic research for the exhibit, | realized that early material
relating to the theme is almost impossible to obtain and classic material is not
available. This of course presents a problem for the international exhibitor.
There is in fact, superior material to use to tell the story, but it is all modern
and most emanates from South East Asia. To really do justice to this theme,
one must be an insider. It is much more difficult to be an outsider and fully
understand the influences and meaning to the people of Asia.

Selection of elements for the exhibit might seem
rather simple, however, to get the balance
necessary for a well designed thematic exhibit
requires some careful selection. The stamp at the
left tells a wonderful story, but it is unusable in a
good thematic exhibit because of the inscription in
the left margin. Some elements are not possible to
achieve as they do not exist. In order to achieve
45 S8 some balance and fairness in my exhibit, | discuss
=8 11 1 8 the other four branches of Buddhism (Mahayana,
B 512015110010 § Tibetan, Zen and a Western Modified Buddhism
found in America). There is less material available
for most of them, but sufficient can be accumulated
to make a reasonable explanation of each. The life of Buddha is not difficult to
present at all. There are sufficient elements to make a good chapter on this
part of the story.

This exhibit has been presented several times nationally and several times
internationally. It has done moderately well; however, with the understanding
that there isn’t any classic material available for this theme, it suffers in the
rarity portion of the judging.

Setting out to present this story, it has taken 20 years to accumulate and
research all the aspects of the theme. However, it has been a pleasure to
create the exhibit and present it the western world.

Dr. Peter K. Iber, FRPSL, is from Peoria, Arizona, USA. peteki@cox.net
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Histoires Belges

The title of my exhibit "Histoires Belges" is a difficult one
to translate. Besides the obvious "Belgian History" it is
also an expression used by the French to indicate
"jokes against Belgians". In reality, my collection
represents all the different aspects of Belgium, from the
dinosaurs to the Belgian Diaspora, passing by the
Flemish painting school, the inventions of the
saxophone and the internal combustion engine, Yves
diamonds, and the current No. 1 ranked Women Tennis Hennekinne
player, only to list a few.

. : .y - E' E |:|.:|'_1_A-|r1-a-n o e ‘:‘::l:lﬂ-:d_‘::
I 3 o 1% [T -
B il B¢ |8 HORS CONCOURS PARIS 1900 |
5 e o6 RICQLE:Sﬁ._
= u E'E 1 f;;‘ SEUL VERITABLE J.u:uuL ge HENTHE i

3§ ;- 'L.: i

3 38  HE PRODUIT HYGIENIUE INDISPENSARLE

I: : j ; 5:1' Exigor du RICOGLES

e TR i ,-_!F: ' e

: | Es

Arme fine de
haute

Lt s 3
Proof of a French postal stationery, with ads. PR P N RO S T A
- b AR "9’%:“ RHUM CHAUVET ‘=
This sample was sent to a pharmacy to solicit £ Arbare - Purcs - Finess r;’r“
additional ads. The existing two ads show nu.uw ' 1:&@‘?'1_ = 3
products exhibited in Liege, 1905. e e A A M AP

While the theme is limited to a single nation, the philatelic material comes
mostly from foreign countries, including Israel. Such a collection is not
possible for countries which are too large (where it is impossible to cover all
the aspects of the theme) or too small (where there is not enough foreign
material). | think my theme is innovative because it includes contributions from
many conventional themes. Furthermore, the connection to other collections is
two dimensional: Not only "what they did" but also "who they were".

Yves Hennekinne is from Blandain, Belgium. yves.hennekinne@tele2.fr
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Father of the Nation

The whole thing began in 1976, when | got a few
stamps bearing the image of Gandhi. Since | had read
about him | decided to check if | could find more stamps
with his portrait. To my surprise | found other stamps,
but did not continue this pursuit to the next level.

: e
In 1981 | moved to Dubai and came across an envelope A e
from Hungary with a Gandhi stamp. This cover — the Ole-Eredrik
first in my collection - is shown here. | started looking for eo'lsr:n n

others, and my Gandhi collection grew steadily.

This is the first envelope in my collection. It is from Hungary, and dates from 1969,
when the world celebrated Gandhi's centenary.

In 1996 | started surfing the internet and found other people who shared my
interest in Gandhi. Through them I've learned more, and became an "official"
Gandhi collector. Three years later | met the Consul General of India in Dubai
and soon afterwards | started to exhibit my collection. Following my exhibit, |
traveled first to India and Hungary and now to Israel.

Ole-Fredrik Olsen is from Sandefjord, Norway. indianaolsen@hotmail.com
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AUSTRALIA CALLING!
Max Stern & Co, Melbourne, leading New Issue dealers will be
representing Australia Post, United States Postal Service, Canada Post
and Austria Post at booths #35, 36 & 51.

A selection of current issues from all of these countries will be available
from our booth at the Exhibition

BUYING - STAMPS & COINS

We are currently buying — at top prices — Australian Kangaroos and
King George V in mint condition, pre-decimal coins and banknotes.
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Persecution — Resistance - Holocaust

sed to collect and exhibit "The Weimer Republic".
en | felt that | had achieved a complete collection in
t theme | began looking for a new challenge. Since
old collection ended with the emergence of the Third
ch and the Nazi tyranny, it seemed logical to
itinue my collecting interest according to the
‘orical chronology.

My current exhibit is therefore dedicated to the fate of Thomas.
Germany under the Nazi regime, and to the fate of its Radzuweit
citizens. A major part of that is, obviously, the tragedy of

the Jewish people in Germany and throughout Europe.

I i3

7 L q'.'-"ll.l .'.Ir"_ -3 A P
Whjenver: L4 oy Yidinly A _ﬂ"r_"j /oo

kS Bdagbu i ot T

s Ay i e
i

TR T W T -
T TS W 1% Ry i
II AL R S I":'.,ll.tl'-'n

Ziribe. Hoasnimn, dbp ol S e

A letter sent from concentration camp Auschwitz Birkenau, August 1943.
The Nazis supplied the prisoners with these cards and encouraged them to send letter to
their dear ones. The purpose was to camouflage the nature of the transport to Auschwitz.

This collection has been constructed for many years now, and | have plans to
enhance it in the coming years. Finally, it is my intention that from the
Holocaust part | will be able to create a new exhibit about Judaica.

Thomas Radzuweit, Flossweg 10a, D - 53179 Bonn, Germany. His e-mail
address is thomas.radzuweit@t-online.de
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The Warsaw Uprising and its Scouts

Ever since | was a Boy Scout, | have been dreaming of
a chance to tell this tragic story. Scouts and Guides
were members of the Polish Underground Army, and
they organized the now famous and celebrated “Scout
Mail” during the Warsaw Uprising of 1944. 80 boys and
girls lost their lives doing their duty.

After more than 50 years of searching for information Gottfried
and collecting, | am proud to present a collection of Steinmann
postal items from this catastrophe at the end of the

second (and hopefully last) World War. My main object in this research was
an attempt to understand, what cannot be understood - how is it possible, that
human beings can become so cruel?

In all honesty, | never expected to reach the qualification standard for
participating in a World Philatelic exhibition, and to win a gold medal on such a
level. And never did | expect to be in possession of that legendary “potato”
cancel of the Warsaw Uprising of 1944

A dream come true: the legendary "Potato" postmark is in my collection!

My exhibit includes the two different types of the legendary “potato” postmark,
as well as extremely rare covers showing the “GLOWNA” and the “44”
postmarks. Worldwide only four collections are known to include all ten scout
postmarks.

In addition to the philatelic display | have also published two booklets and
many articles on this subject. For me this is a lifelong undertaking, and it is
gratifying to achieve such results.

Gottfried Steinmann is from Marktsteft / Main,, Germany. His e-mail
address is  Gottfried.Steinmann@t-online.de
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To survive with honour...
Sports and Olympic Spirit in POW Camps

During the German attack on Poland in September
1939 nearly 400,000 Polish soldiers and 20,000 officers
were captured by the Nazi Germans. They were placed
in Prisoner of War (POW) camps, where they were
treated according to the Geneva Convention. Originally
28 different camps were used, but at the end of 1942
these were condensed to five main large camps.

-

.lIl F
Roman Babut

The external postal services, including a censorship

system, were controlled by the German military authorities. However, there

was a great need for internal mail service as well. Internal postal

administrations were set up with the permission of the German authorities and

regular services began in 1942. Locally printed stamps were used, together
with special postcards and commemorative and date cancellations.

During their 6 years of imprisonment, physical training was essential for the
prisoners to survive physically and mentally. Immediately after being placed in
camps, officers organised physical training and sports activities, organised
sporting clubs and circles. Several
spectacular sports events took place in
the POW camps.

The highlight of the sports activities in
the Polish POW camps came in the
Olympic Year 1944. In two camps
(Oflags 1IC Woldenberg and IID Gross
Born) "Olympic Games" were held,
including official ceremonies, and wide
sport and cultural programmes.
Prisoners used all their artistic skills and
imagination to produce postcards,
POCZTA OB-CF-UC tickets, programmes, diplomas,

A L e commemorative sheets decorated with
Olympic and patriotic symbols. Winners
in the competitions were given a medal
made of hard cartoon with embossed

Designer’s essay of a 10 Pf. symbols and commemorative text. The
stamp from Oflag IIC. Olympic events were widely
This is the only known copy. documented by the camp’s posts.

Dr. Roman Andrzei Babut is from Warsaw, Poland. tubab@wp.pl
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The Soldiers Way

When the German invaded the USSR in June 1941
(Operation Barbarrosa) millions of citizens throughout
the Soviet Union were drafted into the Red Army.
Among them was Alexey Izjakov, my grandfather.

My grandfather was a technician by profession. When
the war broke out he was married and already had a
son. In the army he served on the front line.

Alexey lzjakov

| remember my grandfather's stories about the war from my early childhood.
These stories are supported by all the letters he sent to his family from the
front. These letters were particularly attractive to me as a stamp collector, and
| decided to create an exhibit which would tell the story of my grandfather's

service through these letters.
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The item I've chosen to show here is military postal stationery that depicts
Marshal Kotuzov, the architect of Napoleon's defeat in Russia in 1812,
insinuating that history would repeat itself. Underneath are printed words of
Stalin commemorating the women of the Soviet leaders for their contribution
to the war effort. This letter was sent on November 21, 1942 by post office
#2207, and through sorting office #5. These postmarks are extremely rare.

Alexey lzjakov is from Odessa, Ukraine.
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Wars Without Limits —
Terrorism and Insurgency

Terrorism is the unlawful use (or threatened use) of
force and violence in order to intimidate governments
and society. Insurgency is an active resistance to
authorities made by rebels whose rights have not been
accorded. Insurgents often use terrorism as their most
powerful weapon of "war without limits".

Francisco
My collection examines the various faces that terrorism  Sergio Marinho
has acquired throughout history. | have tried to avoid an

anachronism by not judging historical characters from a present point of view.
Nevertheless, | still use a 21% century perspective when identifying evidence
and attitudes of terrorism as a form of threatening what we call today "human
rights". My exhibit tries to picture the roots, growth and implications of
international terrorism, its strategy and tactics by insurgency and revolutionary
movements, and the counter measures used to oppose it.

The cover shown here was onboard British Airways flight number 870 from
London to Bombay. The airplane was hijacked at Dubai on November 22"
1974 by four Arab terrorists of the PLO. The letter was sent on November 18"
from Bournemouth to Lockridge, Australia. The cover bears a "Delayed en
route — Aircraft Hi-

jack" postmark. This is A 1Y
one of a very few m FEMEMSLH - _
copies of the only fotsatne - :

known postmark of air G DD s
mail delayed due to
aircraft hijacking.
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This is an up-to-date theme, which is almost unexplored in thematic
collections. My exhibit won Large Vermeil (with a special prize) in
PHILABERIA 2004 and Vermeil in Washington 2006.

Francisco Sergio Marinho, Caixa Postal 335 — 70359 — 970 Brasilia, DF-
Brasil. e-mail: fsmarinho@terra.com.br
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UNESCO World Heritage

Heritage is our legacy from the past, what we live with
today, and what we pass on to future generations. Our
cultural and natural heritages are irreplaceable sources
of life and inspiration. They are our milestones, our
points of reference, our identity. World Heritage sites
belong to all mankind, irrespective of the territory on
which they are located.

The World Heritage Convention concerning the  Zivkovic Miomir
protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage

was adopted by the General Conference of UNESCO in 1972 and so far more
than 170 countries have adhered to the Convention. To date 851 cultural and
natural sites have been inscribed on the WORLD HERITAGE list.

My "base" philatelic theme is Architecture. World Heritage had originally been
a part of my architecture collection. Since 1997 | started to consider this as an
independent theme and developed the current exhibit.

— My exhibit consists of 4
Monte 5an Giorgio parts: Natural Heritage,
' Cultural Heritage, Mixed
Heritage and Heritage in
Danger. Many items in
my collection bare the
World Heritage logo - &

@

UNESCD
WORLD HERITAGE

My favourite items are
letters sent to me from
World Heritage sites

Zivkavie Miomir with related stamps and
vViojvode Milica 583 . .
Mook San Giago 1H000 bk a special cancellation.
Sw zeeland Sesbia and Montenegro

Shown here is one

Letter sent to me from the World Heritage site of examp_le, . from  Monte
Monte San Giorgio in Switzerland. San Giorgio.

Between 2000 and 2007 | have participated in 3 national philatelic exhibitions,
including the Philatelic Salon in Graz, Austria in 2006. The exhibition from
Graz is published on the internet, and can be seen at the following website:
http://worldheritage.heindorffhus.dk/zivkovic-index.htm

Zivkovic Miomir, Vojvode Misica 58/3, 18000 Nis, Serbia. His e-mail
address is: mikanOO@eunet.yu
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Marry Me

My first experience with weddings was Charles and
Diana’s on TV. | was so fascinated by this magnificent
show that | have not missed a single royal wedding
since. | have also started collecting stamps issued for
this particular occasion. Later | discovered the concept
of thematic philately and started a collection about
weddings, just because | liked the items. | thought the
subject was not very original because many people may
share my fascination for this special day in the life of a
couple. | was amazed to discover that it was the first

«.RF -

Sophie Launay

time a collector was presenting a collection on that subject. | was also very
surprised when the jury, who are mostly men, liked this theme very much. |
thought being interested about weddings was very much a women'’s thing but
a jury member once told me that my collection was “simply very human”.
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Choosing my favourite item wasn't
easy since | like all the items in my
collection. But the item shown here is
very special to me because | have
been looking for it for so many years. It
is private Italian postal stationery,
issued on the occasion of a wedding in
Venice in 1900. The reverse side
shows the menu of the wedding lunch.
This item wasn't pictured in the Italian
postal stationery catalogue Filagrano,

because it had never been seen before. Some philatelists had been doubtful if
it actually existed. Today, this item is still the only one known, and its picture
appears in the new edition of the catalogue. And it also helped me illustrate
the wedding lunch chapter, on which | had very few items.

Baroness Sophie Launay in Manno 22 rue de Tuntange, Luxembourg 7480
e-mail: sophie launay73@yahoo.com
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Children - Children

| have collected stamps since | was 5 years old. Later |
focused on one main theme - Scouts. When | got
married and had children (five) | tried to motivate my
wife to start her own stamp collection — Children. She
liked the beautiful stamps with pictures of children, but
she never truly got interested in philately.

When Birte, our oldest daughter, showed interest in
stamp collecting she asked if she could continue her
mother's stamp collection of children. We were all
happy with that arrangement. Birte continued the

Albrecht
Zimmermann

collection and made a fine exhibit of it. She achieved excellent results in the
youth (and later also in senior) class in both national and international exhibits.

Buteau dos,Pligess e - /g?_}ggn._%_;%m%ﬁ
¢ e {;i{.’é/féﬁ
87 fevntor Lo Soloinag

b Y Vy SR s e 7 &

Government letter from Switzerland ("Republique Helvetique"), 1801. The cancel
shows the Swiss National Hero Wilhelm Tell with his son after the famous apple shot.

After graduating university as a landscape architect Birte worked for a charity
organization in Chad. Shortly after her return from Africa she died of
leukaemia. Several years later | decided to continue the collection in memory

of our beloved daughter.

The exhibit shows the development of the child from birth until the beginning
of school. Children are laughing and weeping, they play and learn. Children
are our future — they need our love, care and protection against illness, misery

and dangers.

Albrecht Zimmermann is from Stuttgart Germany. zimmermann@zimba.de
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The World of Diamonds

Many years ago, | came across an article in a jewellery
magazine about collecting postage stamps about the
themes of gems and diamonds. It described this
pastime as “the poor man’s way to collect gems”. This
inspired me to start a learning process that has spanned
a period of almost forty years. During this time | gained
some valuable knowledge about both gems and
philately, and this collection combines the fruits of my
dual passion. Frank Friedman

The exhibit is designed like a history book which looks at diamonds through
the lens of stamps. It starts with the creation of diamonds and the contribution
of science to the diamond industry. It then shifts to the landscape of
prospecting, including the history of diamond mining and the uses of
diamonds. The exhibit then focuses on the mining magnates and moguls,
including Cecil John Rhodes, Bonaparte and the Oppenheimer family. It
describes the production process of diamonds from the rough to the polished
cuts which are the hallmark of this industry. Finally we move to the diamond
dealers and finished jewellery.

S One of my favourite

Pigeouaram item concerns the
HAZARIBAGH TO CALCUTTA Kohinoor (the name
By Homing Pig:nuHﬂ_HfﬂH.-R‘- i means "mountain of

A Message from
HIS EXCELLENCY THE VICEROY,

light") diamond and
the story of a
Pigeongram  from
India. Pigeon mail
has been a method
of  communication
for hundreds of
years, often used by
armies during times
of war. The story of
the item shown here
is that a tiny missive (communication) for King and country was carried by one
such feathered messenger on December 31st, 1931. It took the pigeon,
Kohinoor, named after the Kohinoor diamond, four hours and forty three
minutes to fly 215 miles from Harzaribagh to Calcutta.

Stephen H,Smith Esqgr.,
J?—E'.!':]lliﬁtnt- F‘ﬂﬂ.d!
Caleutta

Frank Friedman is from Knysna South Africa. frank@frankliwild.com.
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Road Safety — Saves Lives

In 1968 | was involved in a car accident, after which |
was incapacitated for several months. Following this
traumatic event | started concentrating on road safety,
and developed a thematic collection of this theme.

| first began exhibiting my collection in 1984. The exhibit
shows the various factors that impact the safety of our
roads. The starting point is the design of the road and  Bogdan Cymerys
the way it was built, going through traffic signs and

signals, and actions taken for the enhancement of our safety. The final
chapter deals with actions taken after accidents have occurred, including
medical assistance and insurance.

There are many good items in my exhibit, but one is unique. This is the
original drawing for the imprinted stamp on postal stationery issued to
commemorate the 25" anniversary of the police traffic school. The design
shows the car of Lt. Colonel of Police, Antoni Kurczynski. Mr. Kurczynski is
not only a former lecturer in this school, but also a well known philatelist and
exhibitor, and a close personal friend as well as my mentor.

Bogdan Cymerys, P.O. Box 95, 00-976 Warsaw-13, Poland. His e-mail
address is bogdancymerys@wp.pl
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The Wonderful World of
Thematic Philately

Motivated by the idea of giving something back to the
hobby | have enjoyed for so many years, | decided, ten
years ago, to mount an exhibit intending to show how
attractive and wonderful thematic philately is.

My exhibit uses a didactic presentation to give a
practical coverage of various matters in connection with
building and improving a thematic collection, eventually
with the purpose of exhibiting it competitively, too.

£ B A
Facrim g m_

Philately is fun!
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Luiz Paulo
Rodrigues Cunha

This exhibit was primarily
prepared for anyone who
would like to know a little
bit more about the arts
and crafts of our hobby,
be they non-philatelists or
even veterans in the field.
| hope that viewing my
exhibit will inspire the
spectators to learn more
about the wonderful world
of thematic philately.
Hopefully, the viewers
(particularly the young
ones) will decide to join
the great, and | believe
happy, fraternity of
philatelists in the world.

For the visitors who are
unfamiliar with philately in
general and thematic
philately in particular, it is
suggested to start their
visit by viewing this
exhibit. | strongly believe
this would help them to
better understand and
enjoy the other ones.

Luiz Paulo Rodrigues Cunha is from Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul,
Brazil. His e-mail address is luparoc@bol.com.br




The Winter Olympic Games
in Grenoble 1968

I've been a stamp collector for over 20 years now.
About 15 years ago | decided to focus on the Winter

Olympic Games.

The first Winter Olympic Games were held in Chamonix,
France, in 1924. It was a truly humble beginning, with
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only 200 participants representing 16 countries. In Vitaly Bankov
comparison, there were more than 2600 participants

representing 80 different nations in the 2006 Turin Games. The story of the
Winter Olympic Games is thus a huge success.

| have previously developed
and exhibited the story of the
Winter Olympic Games in the
first 40 vyears of their
existence. That exhibit ended
with the IX Winter Olympic
Games held in Innsbruck in
1964. The exhibit included
five frames, and won a
Vermeil medal in St
Petersburg 2007.

One of the toughest
challenges for a thematic
exhibitor at the international
level is the transition from five
to eight frames. For me the
obvious way to do that is by
extending my exhibit to
include additional Games. As
a first step towards that goal
I've created a single frame
exhibit that covers the next
Olympiad, held in Grenoble in
1968. It is my intention to
introduce it as a chapter of
my original exhibit.

A color trial die proof, signed by the artist
of a French stamp issued to commemorate
the winter Olympic games in Grenoble, 1968.
Only 8-10 such copies were produced.

Vitaly Bankov is from Odessa, Ukraine. e-mail: bango@ukr.net
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Summer Olympic Games

| have been a stamp collector since 1974, and since | . i
have a special interest in sports, | started collecting
stamps related to sports as early as 1976. Since the
Olympics are the greatest sporting events on earth, my A -
interest developed gradually into Olympic philately and M 2 Bl
by 1984 | had developed a reasonably good collection. hll" ﬁ /J
In 1984 my exhibit on the Olympics was displayed for m

the first time and was awarded a silver bronze medal in Dinesh Chandra
the youth class at the national level exhibition. Sharma

In March 1985 this exhibit was displayed in the ‘OLYMPHILEX-85’ held at the
headquarters of the International Olympic committee. Since then | have
participated in all the 8 editions of OLYMPHILEX (5 of them held during the
Olympic Games from 1988 to 2004). In 2008 my exhibit won Gold medal with
highest marks in INPEX-2008’, the Indian national philatelic exhibition.

The exhibit includes five chapters. Chapter 1 describes the Ancient Olympic
Games including the Olympic Gods, Olympia and the sporting events. Chapter
2 is dedicated to the Modern Olympic Movement and its development.
Chapter 3 carries information about the Summer Olympics from 1896 to 1948.
Information about the Olympic venues (including stadiums and the Olympic
villages) and the Olympic symbols (flag, the Olympic flame etc.) is covered in
Chapter 4. The final chapter discusses the sporting events of the Summer
Olympic Games.

The postmark shown here was issued by the Department of Posts of India to
commemorate the Youth Philatelic Exhibition in 1985. Being the secretary of
the exhibition | took the opportunity to have a special postmark on the
Olympics theme and I'm proud to say that it was designed by me.

— | have written a book
entitled "The History
of Olympic Games
through Philately". A
revised version of the
book is exhibited in
the Literature section
of this exhibition.
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Dinesh Chandra Sharma, B-26 Duplex Colony, Jankipuram, Sector — D,
Lucknow — 226 021, India. E-mail: olymp_Sharma@rediffmail.com
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Games of the X" Olympiad -
Los Angeles 1932

My stamp collecting interests were varied until 1982
when | decided on collecting sports. Then with the
Olympics coming to Los Angeles — my "backyard" — in
1984, | narrowed my focus on just the host countries of
the Olympics. For the next twelve years | accumulated
material covering the period 1896 to the present. | was
then challenged to put together an exhibit; | chose to tell
the story of the 1932 Los Angeles Olympics. | picked those Games because of
the history connected with them and the breadth of my collection covering that
period. Since 1994 my exhibit has been in the Olympics of Atlanta, Sydney
and Athens.

Conrad Klinkner

The cover shown below was picked from my exhibit as my favourite for several
reasons. First, it's an official Olympic Committee envelope which was used to
carry another official item | collect — Olympic tickets. Second, it has an
interesting postal history aspect as written up below. Lastly, it has a great
piece of Olympic ephemera — another thing | collect — the paper tape used to
seal the back of the envelope.

Registry #3791 was the ticket application serial
number. The meter stamp of 17 cents reflects the 15
cent registry rate plus the 2 cent first class surface rate.
Shown on the right is the back side.

Conrad Klinkner, 524 Ave. G, #6, Redondo Beach, CA 90277, USA.
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Bicycle— A Familiar Unfamiliar Friend

| live and work in a city which is quite polluted because of
exhaust fumes. That’s why | tried to find ways that would
minimize the pollution problem. Bicycles came to my
mind as an alternative solution to traffic jams, noise and
air pollution, as well as a fine way of exercising and
refreshing oneself.

Turning to historic information, | found out that the first
sketches of bicycles were made by Leonardo De Vinci.

Apergis

This was followed by numerous attempts to design this Athanassions
simple, comfortable and cheap means of transportation,
until its present form was achieved.

After going through sports newspapers | found out that in the late 19th century
cycling races were important events in the life of thousands of people. The
fact that the first events attracted people's attention led to the organization of
important cycling tours, which attracted millions of viewers and helped the
development of a most spectacular sport.

These are the main reasons that made me start collecting philatelic items on
bicycles. Following the FIP regulations | started planning the exhibit by
collecting items that combined the highest philatelic quality and the most
detailed thematic information.
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As | was limited to a single philatelic item, | have
chosen this set of stamps, which was issued to
commemorate a century of cycling. | like this set
because it shows the evolution of the bicycle and
the way people use them, including the
introduction of accessories.

il Croling 1873 - 1570 =

Thanassis Apergis, Proussis 2, 56728 Neapoli, Thessaloniki, Greece. You
may also contact him by e-mail at 5gymneap@sch.gr




From Trevithick to Maglev —
200 Years of Train History

Since | was a little boy | have always shared my father's
fascination and enthusiasm for trains. One day in 2003
my philatelic mentor Vicente Luis challenged me to
develop a thematic exhibit of trains for Valencia 2004. |
already had many philatelic items which my father
bought, and using that material | created the story.
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Although | felt quite knowledgeable to begin with, | also  Gonzalo Gerard
spent many hours reading books and enhancing my

acquaintance with the field.

The exhibition shows everything relating to railways. The starting point is in
1804, with Richard Trevithick who invented a simple mobile steam machine,

A stamp issued by Peru in 1870,
showing the Lecop Locomotive.
This stamp could have been used
as a train ticket, as indicated by
a special mark on the reverse.

which was later called a “locomotive”. This is
followed by Sir George Stephenson, the
father of the steam engine and the steam
railway. | show the development of trains
throughout the  world, discuss the
surroundings of the train, and the role trains
have taken in society. One chapter is
dedicated to the impact of trains on postal
services.

Concluding my thematic collection is a
chapter dedicated to today's trains and to the
already existing train of tomorrow — the
Maglev, developed by the Siemens
Corporation. The  Maglev  (magnetic
levitating) is a train which is suspended from
the tracks using electromagnetic forces.
These trains are quiet, and potentially can
reach the speed of an airplane.

I've participated in a number of regional
exhibitions, and won Vermeil in Montevideo
2005 and in Argentine 2007, where | also
won a special prize. | have also exhibited at
the international level and won Silver in
Malaga 2006, and Large Silver in Valencia
2004 and St. Petersburg 2007.

Gonzalo Gerard, Isla de Flores 1865, Montevideo, Uruguay. CP 11200
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Overcoming Obstacles: Bridges

My exhibit starts by showing the obstacles that man has
encountered when moving from one place to another,
like water and mountains. The first bridges were made
by nature. When civilization developed and people
needed to reach other places, the construction of
bridges began.

Bridges are built using various materials, such as wood,
stone, steel and concrete. There are different types of
structures like arches, beams, trusses, and suspension. David Braun
There are bridges for pedestrians, trains, cars, water

and cattle.
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My favorite item is an 1851 Spanish letter. It bares the municipal seal,
showing a bridge with two arches, and a postmark of “Puenteareas/Galicia”,
used between 1837 and 1853. The letters S.N. (Servicio Nacional-National
Service) at the top indicate a postal franchise, because the letter goes from a
municipal authority to a civil governor. At the destination, the letter was
stamped with an “A” (Anotado), a postal mark used by the post office of
Pontevedra from 1849 to 1856. This letter does not have a stamp because it
traveled under a postal franchise. Although the first Spanish stamp was issued
in 1850, its use was not mandatory until 1856.

David Braun, Cto. Gedgrafos 60, Cd. Satélite, 53100 MEXICO. His e-mail
address is braundav@yahoo.com.mx
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From Abacus to Internet

| started collecting computer stamps about 12 years
ago. Having worked with computers since the mid
sixties, it was an obvious choice. | didn’t want to collect
a subject for which thousands of stamps had been
issued. When the ATA published the first Handbook
with computer stamps in 1998 | knew my chosen topic
had enough depth, without being overwhelming.

| participated in my first National exhibition in 2001 and Wobbe Vegter
was awarded Silver. Since then my collection has

steadily progressed and has been exhibited internationally as well. I'm still
very happy with my choice of subject. It's not one of the ordinary subjects and
it has plenty of challenge, scope and depth. It has enabled me to write
numerous monographs on people involved in the history and development of
the computer.

Following many requests for a copy of my exhibit, | created my own website
including my entire exhibit and the articles | authored. So, if you're interested
in stamps or in computers, surf to http://wvegter.hivemind.net and enjoy it.
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Why this bright yellow cover?

In 1995 - the early days of email — not every individual had his/her own email
address. In England, emails could be sent to a central facility within Royal
Mail, where they were printed out and forwarded to the recipient that same
day using this special envelope. Some sort of speedy snail-mail. | like this
cover because I've never seen another one, so it makes a unique, interesting
and colourful addition to my theme.

Wobbe Vegter is from Bellville South Africa. e-mail: wvegter@xsinet.co.za
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The Czechoslovak Cosmonaut

Philately is the best relaxing hobby for me. | have been
collecting stamps for nearly 30 years. As a schoolboy |
collected “all the world”. Later | collected only the theme
space, mainly the Soviet manned space flights and the __./
Intercosmos program. In those days the American y

program Apollo was considered as an “inconvenient

theme” for political reasons in our country. A 5

Petr Fencl

| have designed the exhibit “The Vostok and Voskhod

programs” (5 frames, Thematic Class), dedicated to the beginning of the
Soviet manned space flights. When the single frame class was initiated | took
the opportunity to put together the current exhibit.

My exhibit describes the selection and preparation of the first international
space crew within the Intercosmos program. It shows the preparation and
rocket launch and describes the experiments made by the crew in space.

At the same time the
exhibit is the philatelic
autobiography of Mr.
Vladimir Remek. |
think it is amazing
that Czechoslovakia
was the third country
in the world to have
one of its citizens
going into space after
the Soviet Union and
the USA. | am
delighted that it is
possible for me to
commemorate this o

achievement of a small country from Central Europe through philately.
Incidentally, Mr. Remek is currently a member of the European Parliament in
Brussels.

The cover shown here is a space mail cover carried on board the Salyut 6. |
have obtained this cover from O. Pelczak, who was the backup cosmonaut
during a personal meeting at the opening ceremony of the philatelic exhibition
Aerospace 2004.

Petr Fencl is from Vysoké Myto, Czech Republic. pefencl@seznam.cz
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Bitter Pills and strong Drops

The exhibit is the story of drugs, told from a
pharmacist’s point of view. The aim is to give the viewer
a trace of humanity’s incessant searching for new and
better drugs against illnesses and pain. In the beginning
drugs were highly influenced by magic and religion, and
were administered based on empiricism and tradition.
The scientific development led to the discovery and
rational exploitation of new drugs in the fight against  1.rid Veggeland
diseases. But not all drugs act or are used as expected.

And together with increased knowledge about health, disease and treatment
mankind will always need new and better drugs. When the scientific approach
is unsuccessful, the almost forgotten traditional medicine enjoys revival. The
story ends like it started — with traditional medicine!

| started collecting
philatelic items related
to pharmacy and
medicine in 1989, after
attending a hospital
pharmacy congress in
Finland. In order to
commemorate the
300™ anniversary of the
Finnish pharmacy,
Marcus Olli wrote a
| & = s book “Pharmaceutical
r-1.-,:.--l- Musesciron T:u .uu.hll.n.n.-l'a:-.-.-'r-1|:-..1' .|=|.--.-¢-..||'|.T.E-;"'_: Philately”' ThIS gave
' =l : : me the idea to make
drugs a hobby as well
(I'm a pharmacist in profession). Memberships of the English Medical Philately
Study Group and the German Motivgruppen Medizin und Pharmazie have
been a great help with regards to material and articles.

BELGILUIE

BELGIE

My first local exhibition was in 1993 where | qualified for the national exhibition
in 1995. | exhibited internationally in 1996. In addition to the never ending
search for high quality material, the development of the plan has been (and
still is) a great challenge. The plan has been rewritten several times, now for
the Israel 2008.

Turid Veggeland, Ravnaasen 20 B, N-3743 Skien, Norway. Her e-mail
addrss is tvegg@online.no
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Nursing, a Profession of Love

As a professional nurse (and philatelist too), | decided,
in 1996, to start a thematic collection concerning my
profession. Three years later, the exhibit “Nursing, a
Profession of Love” participated for the first time in a
national philatelic exhibition in Brazil. In 2002 | exhibited
for the first time in a FIP world exhibition (Philakorea).
Since then my exhibit was twice (Espafia 2004 and
Saint Petersburg 2007) awarded with a Vermeil medal, Maria de Lourdes
having also won three national special prizes. Marchesan
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I have chosen to show here a Swiss postal stationery, that demonstrates the love
and tenderness of a nurse, caring for a little girl. I think this item conveys the
message of my exhibit in a nutshell.

Basically, this exhibit shows the advent of nursing as a secular profession,
giving emphasis to the role of Florence Nightingale in the organization of
modern nursing. It also describes the professionals involved in nursing
service, the scope of nursing practice, and the various work opportunities in
nursing. Finally, it discusses the call to serve, demonstrating that nursing has
been, wherever and ever, a profession of love.

In @ summary, this exhibit is a tribute to the men and women who have
devoted their lives to serve the sick and suffering. In other words, it is a tribute
to all people who daily testify that Florence’s lamp still burns.

Maria de Lourdes Marchesan is from Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul,
Brazil. malumarch@zipmail.com.br
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Pigeons — Great Diversity in the Wild
— Domesticated and Admired by Man

| spent many years cultivating different types of race
pigeons. Therefore, the choice of a philatelic theme was
fairly easy for me, and for the last 30 years I've been
collecting pigeons in philatelic items.

My story begins with the diversity of pigeons in the wild. |
discuss the impact of conditions in the different geographic
regions of the world on the various types of pigeons. | Lutz Kénig
present the dangers to the pigeons in the wild as well as

measures to protect them.

The next chapter deals with the way wildlife rock pigeons were domesticated.
Mankind discovered early on that rock pigeons possess a remarkable sense of
direction, and used this capability to its own advantage. The use of the carrier pigeon
for mail delivery is a major part of my collection. The first example is the well known
pigeon mail used in besieged Paris, during the Prussia — France war of 1870/1. This
mail service is well covered in my exhibit.

The Belgian Thomas Arnold

i SR |'mx;;1-:h who seqrched the Klondike

P gold fields in  Alaska

L j’( [ instigated a pigeon postal

1_{ o service in 1897. He was

F2 Ty 2 inspired by the success of the

- ;ﬁ: Paris pigeon mail service.

wﬁmu Arnold issued two stamps,

b 8 S | with face values of 1 and 2
n;iiggﬂmdﬁ?:ﬁ‘r S il mmmﬂ__] dollars. Today these stamps

are extremely hard to find,
and only in 2007 was | able to
purchase them in an auction in the USA. The use of pigeons in mail delivery and in
races imposes high demands on the pigeon. This led to the development of the race
pigeon breeding.

Other aspects covered in the exhibit include namesakes of pigeons, pigeons as a
religious symbol and as a postal service symbol. A separate chapter is dedicated to
the pigeon (more precisely — the dove) as a symbol for the ever illusive peace.

| exhibited my collection for the first time in Birdpex 5 (The World Fair of the
ornithological exhibits) in Denmark in 2006, and won a Large Vermeil. Later | won a
couple of gold medals in exhibits in Germany, and a large gold in international
exhibits in Austria and Hungary.

Lutz Konig, Siedlungsweg 2, D-99734 Nordhausen, Germany. His e-mail
address is lutz.koenig@online.de
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Pretty Polly

Within the English speaking community the phrase
“Pretty Polly” will bring one’s mind to the pet parrot and
its speaking ability. This is the name | have chosen for
my parrot exhibit.

It all started back in 1972 when | got my first pet
Budgerigar. | looked through my stamps and found one
stamp from Australia that depicted a Galah, a cockatoo.
Many hours were spent at the local library searching
through catalogues to locate more. Of course, Helge Rune
nowadays we enjoy easy access to such information Grastveit

through the Internet.

| can’t say exactly when | started thinking about creating an exhibit; still quite
early on | paid attention to stylised and symbolic parrots. Later | realized that
place-names could be a way to get into postal history material. The first parrot
stamp was issued by Tonga in 1897 so | have had very few old stamps from
which to choose. Being a member of the Motivgruppe Ornithologie — the
German Bird-stamp Society - has
been a great help, not just with
regards to material but also through
the many fine articles and
discussions in their publications.

| exhibited locally for the first time in
1992 and internationally in 1996.
PACIFIC 97 awarded me a Large
Vermeil but subsequently | had to
expand from five to eight frames. At
that time | didn’'t have enough
material, so it took quite a while
before | finally, in 2006 showed my
eight frames at BIRDPEX V.

| have chosen to show a Bavarian
stationery card printed to private
order. The girl is showing a cage
with two Budgerigars to the couple.
The scene demonstrates interaction
between man and birds, which is the
main topic of my exhibit.

Helge Rune Grastveit, Postboks 261, N-4403 Flekkefjord. Norway.
E-mail: pretty_polly99@yahoo.no
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