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o TUIN 20 molovski's Réstaurant, 6.
n".r"l-l % 3 i Members: Ben Yehuda Street
o 2 Tel.Aviv..
g A ADMISSION: Members
DI'IJ "‘, é ; E—_’ co L u M N G‘nly or 'gw‘ssts presen.-
; E ting invitations,
T & MEMBERSHIP: Please
TEL = AVIV ipply for = membershin
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— 12.1

Rakh it htan
JoEvBnTany — 19.1
.nooby npoR — 21.1
pbntany — 2.2
JMnnyTnpD — 9.2

or invitations to M. Leo Alfer, Secretary, 42,

Yehezkeel St., Tel-Aviv.

CURRENT PROGRAMME:

12.1 — Talk by Mr, E, Porath (Austria, Classics)
for members and guests.

19.1 — Exchange evening.
21.1 — General meeting,
2.2 — Exechange evening.
9.2 — Press review.
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NEWS FROM ISRAEL
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The question of issuing picture-postcards,
long under consideration has mnow entered
a decisive stage. Recent trial-prints in photo-
gravure were quite satisfactory, but there are
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still minor technical problems to be solved.
Also being considered are reply posteards both _
for jnland and foreign mail. The latter will
facilitate correspondence with foreign countries,
It is not yet known what will be the con-
sequences of the recent alterations of postal
rates. As the inland letter rate is now 60 pruta,

this denomination will probably crop up on
one of the other forlhcoming commemorative,

One of the most needed denominations —
25 pruta, for printed matter, is absent in the
present definitive series. It’s everybody’s suess
how the Post Office iz going to fill this gap.

EXCHANGE WITH
ISRAEL WANTED

W. J. SNOEK, Bandoeng str. 34,
Hazrlem, HOLLAND.

RAY CARTON, 170. Collins Ave.,
Beaumont, Dublin, EIRE.
ANASTASSIA RAYEER, 609 W. 151
Street, New York 31; N. ¥. U.S.A.
ROBERTO C. FERNANDEZ, Aparta-
do 195, Bogcta, COLOMBIA,
JEREMIAH MURPHY; 4  Mount
Prospect Park, Clontarf, Dublin,
EIRE,

J. R. SCHIETINGER_ 202 — B Had.
don Hills, Haddonfieid, New Jersey.
U.S.A.

BRIAN LEANEY; 9, Annadale Ave.
Fairview, Dublin, EIRE.

J. STIBICH, Malfattigasse 24/21,
Wien 12, AUSTRIA.

Y. WATERHOUSE; 3, Bruce Str.,
Leederville, W.A; AUSTRALIA,
ROGER W. JOHNS; 47, West Glen

Crescent, Toronto 18; CANADA.
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letters or the spoken sourids (but he cannot have

it both ways at the same time).

The system of "transliteration by letters”
is widely used for scientific purposes. Very of-
ten the actual proi unciation of letters of extinct
languages iz disputed or entirely unknown.
MNevertheless, the alphabetic transliteration is
=11l possgible and the lesrned reader of the trans-
literated text is able to interpret if.

This method, of course, is unsuitable for
everyday's life, The owner of the English tele-
phone directory, who knows the name of the
person he wants te speak to, will find the cor-
rect number, if the name is transliterated so as
it is ‘heard. But it wili be of ‘very little help
and sometimes the cause of much inconvenience,
if spelling deviees and other niceties of the ori-
ginal are “transliterated” into the second lan-
guage. Everybody will be happy to find the
number of Mr. Or on the same page of his
directory, may the bearer of this name derive
it from Hebrew 71X (light) or 9% (skin).

It is wery gratifying that this workable
system of transliteration was recently officially
adopted. TAATIK LOAZI (Foreign Language
Transliteration), a list issued under the autho-
rity of the Prime Minister’s Office, gives the
principles which shall be applied to future
official transliferations, especially at the “Post
Office. Telephone, Telegraph, Railways, Road
Signs, Statistical Publications, Tourism, ete.”

The new list is very much similar to the
list issued by the Mandatory Government in
1931. The differences between Hebréew 2 and
18 and H 2 and 2 .0 and ¥ have gone;
mute Tand & to remain unrendered; the sounds
represented in Hebrew by 0,2 ,% ,¢ which
have no eguivalent in English spelling, are ren-
dered by H, KH, TS, SH, respectively. This
group will probably meet some opposition, but
it is difficult to see what could have been done
instead. Perhaps TZ wolld have been preferable
to TS, as hereby such ugly forms as YITS-HAK
could have been avoided. With a little courage
the useless  differentiation betwen N and 2
could have been eliminated and the much more
important differentiation between M and n
mow lost, by prescribing in both case the trans-
literation H) could have been restored.

These, of course, are minor peints, Much
more regrettable are the few cases where the

deserving authors of the above list could not
find a way to supress the understandable wish
to exhibit their learnedness. :

This concerns the ruling according to which
each ¥ will have fo be niarked by an apostrophe.
What good it will do to a postman in Marseilles
when he reads the marking ’‘ekron instead of
Ekron, is another duestion.

Most doubtful is also the innovation that
DAGESH HAZAK has to be symbolized by a
double consonant. The authors themselves re.
cognized the minor importance of this ruling by
allowing transliteration as HASHEMESH (ns-
tead of HASHSHEMESH) and HATSOFE (n-
steed of HATSTSOFE). It may be added that
this is a case where the transliteration is more
exact than the original, as everyday's Hebrew
is written without "NIKUD” and does in no
way render the DAGESH HAZAK, Also in

pointed texts no distinction is being made
between DAGESH HAZAK and DAGESH
KATL.(*) I

Our last objection cencerns a question of cor-
rect Hebrew pronunciation, to wit: how cor-
rectly to pronounce Hebrew TSERE with YOD
following. It is our considered opinion that the
word SHERUT is pronunced in the same way
whether it is written D192 or N1, We also
tock pains to listen to the Scientific Secretary of
the VAAD HALASHON whose pronunciation of
%92 '3 is stricty BET SEFER and by no
means BEIT SEFER. We regret, therefore,
deeply that future users of the English directory
will acquire a doubtful pronunciation of Hebrew
TSERE, shared neither by the Scientific Secre-
tary nor by the announcers of KOL YISRAEL.
But we find some consolation in the knowledge
that the pure principle of alphabetic writing
was lost 2000 years ago, and that every author
of a new spelling system will use it as a mauso.
leum for a part of his idiosynecrasies: :
Mg mmm amem B NN,

(*) Poor Mr. 7"'80 who has fo learn He.

brew grammar and find out whether his. DA-

GESH is a HAZAK or KAL one, before kno_
wing whether fo spell his name SAPPIR or
SAPIR.
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stationery road signs, maps, ete. The lists pre-
pared by this board were at different times
different in important details. It excelled in
aposirophes of warious shapes, diacritic marks,
and contained even two new letters (for ¥ and ¥)
not seen - in other language, The
Fost Office was most reluctant to accept 1,;hese
proposals, which, when they were adopted on
postmarks and roadsigns, met with the extreme
opposition of the public. Newspapers started to
mock about names like N'TANYA, CFAT, RI-
SON LECIYON  ZIXRON YA’KQV, ete. The
blame Wwas mainly concentrated on the Post
Office which however, could hardly be held
Tesponsible.
ALPHABETIC WRITING DURING THE AGES
Before entering into the discussion of the
really difficult question as to how transliteration
from Hebrew into Roman letters can be done,
a short review of the origin of alphabetic writ-
mg might be indicated. Tt is regrettable that
people in this country are so little mindful of
dguestions on writing, not only because they
tolerate a well-nigh insufferable situation in
present.day Hebrew spelling, but particularly
because thev are under a unigue hisioric obli-
gation: As matters stand, everything indicates
that Alphabetic writing was an invention of the
Hebrew nation and mere precisely of its Israe-

any

lian branch.
Alphapbetic writing is based on a simple
principle: The same sound = the same sign

(etter) different sound = different sign (letter).
Unfortunately this principle was not understood
by weaker heirs of the original inventor. It was
watered down by introduction of questions of
 etymology, relationship between words diffe.
rertly pronounced, and simple nonsense; also by
exaggerated exactiludes”, ecapital and lower
. case letters, double forms of end letters. hy-
phens, apestrophes, accents, and what not.
Alphabetic writing not enly quickly replac-
ed the former existing writing systems like
Cuneiformsand Hieroglyphies, but alse spread
fo countries and languages which never before
enjoyed any method of writing at all: The
first countries to receive this blessing were the
countries situated around the Mediterranean,
from were it spread tc the North, West, East
and South. Extepting the Chinese_Japanese hie-
roglyphic island  alphabetic writing is now in

1t

use around the globe.

The Romans learned alphabetic writing
from their Southern Greek neighbours, The ear.
liest forms of Latin letters are identic with
the Greek alphabet in use at Chalkis on the
islard of Huboea. The Roman alphabet in use
during the first century can be considered as
the climax of alphabetic writing. Never before
in history, nor after, came the spelling system
so near to the original principle, were the let-
ters so beautiful, and were the characters so
distinguishable and readable.

As the sounds represented by the Hebreyw
YX ¥ were alien to the Romans, they did nof
devise. characters for them in their alphabet.
The sound ef 7 was rendered by CH (pulcher).

In the centuries fcllewing the classical age
the Roman language underwent rapid altera-
tions until it was split into the warious Romanic
languages. U‘nf‘ortunatelyg the people who un-
hesitatingly spoke the new words, stuck to the
old spelling, even if the cutcome was pure non-
sense. In addition, genuine and alleged relation-
ships between words were brought in, This was
done accoding to the prescriptions of learned
professors who often knew litfle of their own
language and still less of Latin and Greek, the
accepted paradigms. Thig is why English words
like could, island, delight, received their 1, s,
and gh. though these letters were never actu-
ally pronounced.(:) ‘s

However, the main fault of spelling systems
like English and French is the ambiguity of
certain letters, Main sinmers in this connection
are C, G, X, Z, and letter combinations liles CH
or GH, not to speak about the vowels, which in
English already lost all connection with their
original pronunciation.

THE GENTLE ART OF
TRBANSLITERATION

Were there two languages, both using per-
feet spelling systems, but differently shaped
letters the transliteration could be reduced to
simple replacing each letter of the first alphabet
by its counterpart in the second. Matters are
entirely different where one or both languages
deviate from the Principle. In the latter case,
the transliterator hag first to make up his mind
whether to base his, system on the written
" (") A false analogy with would insula
(French ile), light, which at one time or other
pronounced their 1, s, and gh respectively.
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TRANSLITERATION ON OUR POSTMARKS

BY MOSHE BULAN

This article is dedica-
led to the future
. Iransliteration Board”
the Hebrew Language
Academy.

Collectors specialising in postal history of
this country are aware of the various spellings
appearing on early Palestine postmarks, The first

- situation was made in 1981, when the mandatory
situation was made in 1931, when the mandatorp
government published a booklet introducing a
unified system of translileration. It was based
on English spelling as far as consonants were con-
cerned and, as fto vowels, their Italian values
were selected; that is to say, the letters AETLO
and U appearing in transliterations of Hebrew
or Arabic words, had to be pronounced accord-
ing to their original Latin.Italian and not accor.
ding to” their modern English pronunciation.
There were, of course, quite a few Hebrew
sounds the transliterations of which caused con-
siderable trouble. In general, however, the
method of transliteration adopted in 1931 was
consistent and readable, specially for readers
with some knowledge of English.

FIRST ISRAEL POSTMARKS
The first Israel cancellation devices made
their appearance in May 1948. Whilst the post-
marks issted during the mandatory period were

. 1, e. Hebrew, English, and Arabic.

English only, the new cancellors were fri-lingual,
The post-
marks prepared for existing post offices and
agencies retained in their English part the for-
mer spelling. However, as soon as additional post
offices were opened, more and more deviations
from the mandafory method of spelling appea-
red. The first newly opened post office was af
»Hakirya”. According to the mandatory spelling
then officially still iz praetice, the spelling
should have been HAQ-QIRYA. Another impor-
tant alteration was introduced during this
period,, when Engiish was replaced by French
as the official foreign language of~ the Post
olffice. That is why in 1950 such new postmarks
as GALILEE SUPERIEURE (sic) came info use.

THE SECOND SERIES
Beginning with December 1950 a new set
of cancellation devices were gradually replacing
the first tri-lingual cancellors. Technically the
main difference between the two sets of cancel.

* lors was that the dafe lines of the former were

prepared in lead by linotype setting, while the
latter have exchangeable steel slugs. Since early
1950 the Board for Transliterations affiliated to
the Prime Minister’s Office, under the chairman-
ship of Prof. Yevin pressed for a basic alfera-
tion of the existing method of transliteration and
proposed the infroduction of an entirely new
system for use on postal markings, governmental



