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1. Ausralaia -  defntion from the z00geographicalpointof view

1.1 Australasia has its own unique ornithological character

s | "All swans are white".
| Up until the 18th century, this sentence could be found in
| most logics Is as an ple for an irrefutable truth.

How must the early Australian settlers have felt
when they suddenly encountered

dark, almost black variants ...
- D

A | ... of the ever

snow-white creature

symbolic of kings
and rulers?

7 1860 Perkins & Bacon die proof for the first
r‘ stamp printed locally in Western Australia
3

THREE EXAMPLES OF THIS IMPORTANT
PROOF ARE KNOWN IN PRIVATE HANDS.

o ,,’< \‘ The settlers were at least so impressed
\L 5 that they chose to have the first stamps
4 issued for their colony of Western Aus-
p \ tralia depicting Black Swans instead of
the usual portraits of the sovereign or

symbols of sovereignty.

Bavarian stationery, stamp imprint on private order The ship letter sent back home to England
ONLY FOUR COPIES RECORDED

variety:
greenish cyan-blue colour missing

| Three sheets escaped the control routines
| at the printers creating the most remark-
o able variety of Norwegian stamps post
WW II. Two of this sheets, numbered
20463 and 20464, showed this variety on
all 100 stamps, the third just over the
upper six rows. The marginal block of 20
|| shown here comes from the latter sheet |}
and is today with 12 colour varieties the
| LARGEST REMAINING UNIT afier the
B three sheets have been split.

But now it is considered to be a colour variant of the 1857 black bronze stamp and not a different issue: The bronze ink had possibly
not been distributed equally over the printing plate so that different shades from black bronze to golden bronze came into existence.
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