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The STORYof
STANLEY GIBBONS

The tounding of Stanley Gibbons,
the oldest existing firm of stamp
dealers and philatelic publishers in
the world, was contemporary with
the very beginnings of postage
stamnps and the collecting hobby.
As mote and more stamps were
issued by more and more world-
wide issuing authorities, so there
were more collectors, and philately
became a serious, respected and
worthwhile pastime. Trading in
stamps, albums, catalogues and
other philatelic accessories
gradually developed to become an
important and dignified world-

THE BIRTH OF STAMPS AND
STANLEY GIBBOMNS

Edward Stanley Gibhons was bom

significance for philately, for it was
then that Rowland Hill, the famous
postal reformer, gave birth to his
revolutionary scheme of Uniform
Penny Postage and to the waorld's
first postage stamps, the Penny
Black and Twopence Blue. Inhis
teens Stanley was an avid colleckor
of the exciting first issues of stamps
which had begun to appear. After
his schooldays, he joined the Naval
Bark in Plymouth as a junior cderk,
which he leftin 1856 to become
apprentice to his father in the
pharmacy. With his father's lolevant
approval, Stanley began bl.u.-'if:f;
and selling stamps across the shops
counter, until his enthusiasm and
knowledge of stamps so impressed
William Gibbons that he permitted
his son touse a desk in a comner of
the shop for stamp trading, and a

wide business occupation with, in in Plymouth, Devon, the sonofa
the latter half of the 19th century, sharmacist, William Gibbons, who
one name always in the forefromt— Ead a small corner shop in Treville
that of Edward Stanley Gibbons, Street. The year 1840 was of great

small side window for d:i.q]IJlay —the
beginnings of the word's largest
and best known stamp trading
organization.
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