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A Letter from Candia to Alexandria in 1420: did it go
through Haifa?

In December 1988, I purchased a letter sent in 1420 from Candia, Crete to: “Blasio
Delphino honorabelli consullo Venetian Alexande” (Alexandria) (see Front Cover).
As was customary in those days the addressee endorsed the letter: “Ad. doe 1420 a
13 Marzo p la nave pan Michalto Dexton do Chaifa”, which reads: “Arriving 1420,
13 March by the ship of Capt. Michel Dexton coming from Chaifa” (Haifa).

The letter was written on March the 4th, and, therefore, travelled for eight to nine
days.

My curiosity arose from the name “‘Chaifa”. At the same time I was doubtful
- why should a ship going from Crete to Alexandria pass through Haifa, which in
the begining of the Fifteenth Century was no more than a small fishermen’s village,
at the most?

There is no mention of Haifa in the Holyland pilgrims® accounts of the Fifteenth
Century. The German pilgrim Ludof von Schcum in his report from the year 1350
says that “Haifa is entirely ruined”, and it is known that Haifa was destroyed when
it was conquered by the Mamelukes from the Crusaders in the Thirteenth Century.

Later, in the Sixteenth Century, Haifa is mentioned by Rabbies of Safed in
conjunction with the prayers in the cave of Elias in Mount Carmel above haifa.

Thus, there is no evidence of Haifa being a port or a point in the Mediterranean
shipping lanes, at that time.

I think that the following points should be considered: as of the beginning of
the Twelfth Century until about the end of the Crusaders rule, Haifa was a small
commercial center and its port - a point in the coastal shipping lane to Egypt.
Moreover, in 1234 the Italian city-state of Genoa was awarded the commercial
rights in the port of Haifa, which became a part of the Italian trading routes, able to
harbour the large ships of Genoa. It can be assumed, therefore, that in spite of the
town’s destruction, at the end of the Thirteenth Century, some harbouring facilities
remained and ships did anchor there from time to time.

In addition, at the beginning of the Twelfth Century, the catholic monks living on
Mount Carmel founded a large monastery dedicated to ““Mary the Holy of Mount
Carmel”, which later became the “Carmelite Order”. The monastery was a visiting
place for the pilgrims coming from Europe; some of them probably reached Mount
Carmel by sea, embarking at haifa.

The spelling of the town’s name should also be given attention. Haifa is written
“Chaifa” in the letter, this at the time when Haifa was known in the Christian world
as “Caypas” or ‘“Caiphas”, as shown in several maps of the 13th-15th Centuries
(s. Figs 1-2). However, in the year 1250 we find on one side of the official seal of
the governor of Haifa a picture of fortifications around which is written “Castrum
Caife”, and on the other side a picture of the governor around which is written
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Fig. 1: Extract from a map of the world, dated 1224, showing the sea front of
Haifa-Acre, known in the crusaders’ time as Cayphas and Accaron.
(From the “Absdorf Monastery map”)

Fig. 2: Extract from a map of the Holyland ca. 1483, showing Mount Carmel and
Haifa, here spelt “Caypha”. (From the book of the German traveller
Breydenbach).

“S. Garsie Alvarez Dni Cayphe” (Fig. 3). Thus “Caife” and “Cayphe” were used
interchangeably, and the same may apply to “Chaifa” and “Caiphas”.

The matter of the town’s name spelling made me check another point. During
the Fifteenth Century the Italian city states of Venice and Genoa controlled the
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Fig. 3: The seal of the crusader governor of Haifa ca. 1250, showing both spellings
“Caife” and “Cayphe™.

trading to & from the Black Sea. An important trading post was the port of “Caffa”
(Yalta today) in the Crimea.

Perhaps the “Caifa” of the letter is “Caffa” in the Crimea, although this is
almost certainly unlikely. When checking the distance Candia - Caffa (Black Sea)
- Alexandria, which is about 3300 km, the ship would have had to sail at an
average speed of about 10 nautical miles (knots) to cover this distance in eight
days. This, the Venetian galleys of those days could certainly not do. On the
other hand, the distance Candia - Chaifa - Alexandria is only about 1850 km,
demanding an average speed of only 5-6 knots per hour, which the Venetian
ships could attain.

To conclude, although the above considerations do not constitute definite proof,
I believe that it could be assumed that the “Chaifa” of the letter is Haifa because of
the following:

(1) Haifa was a calling port enroute to Egypt and gave harbouring facilities to ships
of the city states of Genoa and Venice.

(2) The monastery on Mount Carmel was a place of pilgrimage and some pilgrims
used to come by sea via Haifa.

(3) The spelling of the town’s name “Chaifa” was acceptable, at that time.

(4) The time taken by the letter to arrive at Alexandria from Candia via Haifa
corresponds with the average speed sailing ships used to travel in those days.

Sources:

(1) Z. Vilnay, “Ariel”, Encyclopedia for the knowledge of Eretz Israel, Tel Aviv,
1983,

(2) Fernand Braudel, “The Wheels of Commerce, Civilization and Capitalism 15th-
18th Century”.

(3) Fernand Braudel, “The Mediterranean”, Vol. 1.
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The Postal Aspects of Revenue Stamps
olhwr M. Hochheiser

Fundamentalists will never allow for the inclusion of revenue stamps into philately.
Yet the specialized catalogues of many, if not most, countries list their revenue issues.
Moreover, in some instances, there are undeniable philatelic aspects in the use of
revenue stamps. This is certainly true of Palestine during the entire period of British
control’.

Quite obviously, the general use of revenue stamps was to prepay certain duties.
The schedule of fixed and proportional duties for revenue purposes in Palestine
includes twenty-six different items. This, in addition to other information, may be
found listed in a series of articles on the Revenue Issues of Palestine by Charles
F. Mandell>. Stamps affixed to forms or documents for payment of duties were
to be cancelled by a postal ‘Date Stamp’ (Fig. 4) if the origin of the instrument
was a postal agency; by official handstamp for other government agencies (Fig. 5);

Fig. 4: Certificate of Posting of a Registered Postal Packet.

Fig. 5: Receipt for court costs.
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Fig. 6: Acknowlegement of a depository receipt.

by pen and ink (Fig. 6) or by personal handstamp (Fig. 7) by the parties involved
in any transaction non-official in origin. Failure to do so could lead to fines and
penalties. The reason for this was to prevent the reuse of the stamps. In spite of
this, such instances are known where the stamps were not cancelled (Fig. 8). Most
uses of revenue stamps are to be found on non-postal documents (Figs. 5,6). There
are other instances in which revenue stamps are found on postal forms (Fig. 4) or on
forms which are used by the Postal Administration for collaterally related services
(Fig. 9). On any of these items the stamps themselves or the post office ‘Date Stamp’
cancellation present additional postal relationships.

One must keep in mind that the Postal Administration during this period was
responsible for collateral activities besides the handling of the mail. These included
the Telegraph, Telephone and Radio Systems, all related to communications. There
were other minor activities as well. Material pertaining to these systems must be
considered as postally related.

A study of all aspects of the postally related revenue material requires an
examination in depth of all aspects of the stamps, the cancellations and all forms
or documents including non-postal material on which stamps or post office ‘Date
Stamps’ are found. The most important relationship exists with the stamps themselves.
The earliest revenue stamps used in Palestine were Turkish stamps, later overprinted
“EEF” or “J.M.” for use under British control. These have no postal relationship
since they are only known with the overprint on fiscal stamps. The only documents
that they are found on are non-philatelic.

To accomodate the need for revenue stamps in Palestine under British occupation,
authorities had the one pence King George V stamp of Great Britain overprinted



Fig. 7: Invoice for Paper and Stationery sales.
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“0.P.D.A.” (Fig. 10). Two overprint values are known as shown. This represents
the first postally related revenue item. Thereafter and continuing for about ten years
of British occupation and Mandate control, four different series of stamps were
issued, each for a different revenue purpose, later to be followed by one definitive
series for all uses. This latter set issued without overprints, as such, has no postal
relationship.

Fig. 10: Great Britain, King George V Ip, overprinted O.P.D.A.

The four sets issued for revenue purposes were: “O.P.D.A.”, “H.J.Z.”, “Court
Fees”, “I. & T and “FEE”. The first three were initially produced as type-set stamps
(Fig. 11). These are the most common revenue stamps found on forms or documents

Fig. 11: Type-set revenue issues.

(Figs. 5,6,9). As such they have no philatelic bearing unless appearing on postal forms
(Fig. 12) or postally related forms or documents (Fig. 9). Later, these were issued
overprinted on regular issue typo stamps too (Fig. 13). In many instances both
type-set and overprinted regular issue revenue stamps are found together on forms
or documents (Fig. 6). The last of the overprinted revenue issues, the “I. & T
and “FEE” stamps (Fig. 14), appeared overprinted on two values of the London
IT regular issue postage stamps. These four overprinted revenue issues thus bear a
direct postal relationship.
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Fig. 12: Certificate of posting of an Inland Parcel,

Fig. 13: Regular issue typo stamps, overprinted for revenue use.

Fig. 14: London Il stamps overprinted for Immigration, Travel & Customs duties.
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To complete the listing of revenue stamps released on regular issue postage stamps,
shown in Fig. 15 are the two knwon forgeries of revenue stamps on the typo issue.
The basic stamps themselves are forgeries also, printed on unwatermarked paper
and incorrectly perforated 112 instead of 15x14. The 5pi stamp is overprinted in
two lines, “O.P.D.A./5pi”, in gold, which does not show well in reproduction.

All of the known values of postage stamps overprinted for revenue use with the
respective overprints may be found in the Bale Palestine Catalogue in its revenue
section. Later, in some instances, regular issue postage stamps without any special
overprints (Fig. 7) or regular Postage Due stamps (Fig. 16) were used to pay
for the various duties. This is especially true after the pictorial issues were released
in 1927.

Fig. 15: Two known forgeries for revenue use.
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Fig. 16: Receipt for Customs Import Duty.
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The historical background and the details of all of these revenue issues may be
found in the series of articles by Charles F. Mandell mentioned above. It will suffice
here to merely outline the use of the revenue issues.

(la) “O.P.D.A.” stands for Ottoman Public Debt Administration.

These revenues were generally assessed on a wide variety of forms as a tax to
help repay the special Ottoman Public Debt.

(1b) “O.P.D.A. - Devair”:*“Devair” refers to a Customs Duty.

(2) “H.J.Z.” stands for Hedjaz Jordan Zone. These revenues were generally assessed
on a wide variety of forms as a tax to help to repay the Hedjaz Railway
Debenture Retirement Fund.

(3) “COURT FEES”: These stamps were used to pay court costs on a wide variety
of legal documents.

(4) “I & T” stands for Immigration & Travel, while “FEE” is a consular fee
to pay the cost of supplying documents for travel, immigration or consular
requirments.

The second significant postal aspect in the use of revenue materials is found in the
cancellations. As noted above, all revenue stamps had to be cancelled by pen and
ink (Fig. 6) or by a private handstamp (Fig. 7) when the origin of the documentation
was not from a government agency. If the form was from a non-postal government
agency, a department handstamp (Fig. 5) could be used. However, what is of major
interest to us here is the use of the post office “Date Stamp” as a cancelling device
on revenue oriented material (Fig. 9). Such “Date Stamps” may be found on a
variety of forms or documents:

(1) Postal forms requiring revenue stamps on which are found regular issue stamps
which are postally related by having been overprinted for revenue use (Fig. 4).

(2) Postal forms requiring revenue stamps on which are found type-set stamps
which are not postally related (Fig. 12).

(3) Postal forms or forms of postally collateral services without any revenue
stamps. Note here that there are a variety of “Date Stamps” used to provide
cancellations.

Clerks would apply the handiest cancelling device available:
A. City Strike (Fig. 17)
B. Registered strike (Fig. 18)
C. Parcel Post strike (Fig. 19)
D. Express strike (Fig. 20)
E. Tele-Accounts strike (Fig. 21)
F. M.O.O. (Money Order Office) (Fig. 22).

(4) Non-postal forms for uses supervised by the Postal Administration requiring
revenue stamps where regular issue stamps were used which are postally related
by overprinting for revenue use (Fig. 23).

(5) Non-postal forms supervised by the Postal Administration requiring revenue

stamps, where the type-set stamps were used that are not postally related (Fig.
9).
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Fig. 19: Certificate of Posting of an Inland Parcel.



Fig. 20: Declaration regarding circulars’ imitation type-written characters.
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(6) Non-postal forms supervised by the Postal Administration not requiring revenue
stamps (Fig. 24).

Certainly, the most spectacular postal relationship of revenue stamps is their use in
supplying the postage for mailing letters or postcards. It must be clearly understood
that this was not an authorized usage and it was strictly in violation of postal
regulations. It can only be explained that such usage was a direct result of oversight by
the post office personnel. Properly, a letter so stamped should have been taxed double
the rate to ensure delivery (Fig. 25). Needless to say, this material is very scarce and
letters or cards with revenue stamps for postage command substantial prices. Single
revenue stamps off cover, with “Date Stamp” cancellations were invariably used
to pay for postally oriented taxes and not postage itself. Covers with the use of
revenue stamps for postage are varied:

(1) A single definitive 10 mil revenue stamp used to supply the inland postage for
a letter (Fig. 26).

(2) A pair of 1 millieme typo stamps overprinted O.P.D.A., used to supply the
correct inland printed matter rate (Fig. 27).

(3) A mixed pair of stamps to supply the correct inland postcard rate of 4 milliemes.
The 1 millieme is a Jerusalem II issue. The 3 millieme is a typo stamp overprinted
24 mill O.P.D.A. revenue issue. This wovld be a technical underpostage (Fig.
28).

(4) A mixed pair of stamps to supply the correct foreign letter rate of 10 milliemes.
One stamp is a 5 millieme Jerusalem I issue. The other stamp is a 5 millieme
typo stamp overprinted 5 mill O.P.D.A. for revenue usage (Fig. 29).

(5) Revenue pair of stamps to supply the correct foriegn postcard rate of 6 milliemes
(Fig. 30).

(6) A combination of five pictorial stamps totalling 60 mils and one definitive 100
mils revenue stamp. The total of 160 mils was a quadruple weight postage for
the air mail rate to England (Fig. 31).

Some illustrations have been cut down in size to economize on space and most
have a black edge to clarify the borders.
I would like to thank the following philatelic friends who helped me to complete
this article by contributing photostats of some of the material here illustrated: Larry
Cohn, Dr. Arthur Groten, J. Hackmey, Dr. Eddy Leibu, Nathan Zankel.
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Fig. 25: Inland letter double taxed (20 mils) for using a revenue stamp for

regular postage.
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Fig. 26: Inland letter posted with revenue stamp.
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Fig. 28: Inland postcard posted with revenue stamps.



Fig. 29: Foreign letter posted with mixed franking, one a revenue stamp.

Fig. 30: Foreign postcard posted with revenue stamps.
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Fig. 31: Foreign air mail letter posted with mixed franking, one a revenue stamp.

References:

(1) (Editor), “Postal Use of Mandate Fiscal Stamps”, HLPH #2 (1979), p.34.

(2) C. F. Mandell, “Revenue Stamps of the Holy Land”, The Isracl Philatelist,
XXVIII, No 3/3 (April 1977) p. 1283; XXVIII No 5/6 (June 1977) p. 1331;
XXVIII No 7/8 (Aug. 1977) p. 1375; XXIX No 1/2 (Feb. 1978) p. 1529; XXX
No 9/10 (Oct. 1979) p. 2030; XXXI No 1/2 (Feb. 1980) p. 2145.
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The Essays and Proofs of the Nahariya Local Post

On March 17, 1948, the road between Nahariya and Haifa was cut off so that the
town itself and the surrounding areas of the Western Galilee fell under siege.

In order to establish contact with the hinterland, the Hagana improvised an
alternate route, via the sea, which commenced operations on March 22nd. Boats
which used to sail between the two towns were used, and amongst the items carried
was post. A special charge was made for this service and special cancellations were
used on letters sent on this route.

On April 23rd the local Nahariya Council decided to take over the sea mail service
from the Hagana, defining it as being a civilian matter. The Council announced that it
would operate the service from the 25th. On the 23rd the Council announced formally
that because of the cessation of the Mandate postal service it would undertake the
operation of the local service, maintaining contact with Haifa by sea. It decided
at the same time to issue special emergency stamps that would be valid from the
25th.

These emergency stamps and cancellations are well known to collectors!?, but
very little has until now been reported about their design and production. Some
years ago, through the legacy of the American Zionist community worker the late
Mr. Emil Weitz (who represented the Keren Kayemet and the Keren Hayesod there),
material was found which clarified the matter.

The Nahariya Council requested two designs from a Haifa designer, with the
specification that the words “Emergency Post between Nahariya and Haifa” be
included in the body of the design. The designer submitted two proposals (s. Back
Cover), which showed two different essay designs, composite sketches in black on
transparent paper, with the Local Council Arms cut out from stationery affixed in
the centre. This was mounted on stamp-sized pieces of gummed, rouletted, paper.

Both designs were very attractive. The designer having been born in Eastern
Europe, the second essay showed a strong influence of the first Russian stamps (the
values are in the corners of the design). Because of the complicated design, which
included far too many details, preparation of the cliche could have required far
too much time and therfore, being under tremendous pressure of time, the Council
decided not to accept the designs. .

Time being short, Mr Lubrani (who was responsible for the production of the
stamps) discussed the matter with the local printer. On the spot they drew a very
simple design, which could be prepared and printed quickly.

The first drawing, shown in Figure 32, includes a Magen David in the centre, with
three rows of lettering in Hebrew in the upper segment, and three rows in English
in the bottom sector. These included the value and the specified wording. The
spelling of the name Nahariya was incorrect (“Nahariah™). The item includes a trial



89

Fig. 32: An ink sketch and a trial impression on newsprint of an essay for the
Nahariya Emergency Post.

impression on newsprint, and an ink sketch on the left, showing value tablets in the
corners.

Figure 33 shows a slightly different trial impression of this unaccepted design
on a newsprint paper, and ink sketches of different outlays of the single stamp
together with a complete sheetlet, as well as a note correcting the English spelling
to “Nahariya”.

Figure 34 shows the final essay, which was accepted: the 10 mil “Emergency Post”
black impression of a block of four stamps on newsprint, affixed to a 14x9.5 cm thin
white card, showing a composite sketch of a tete-beche sheetlet of eight stamps,
marginal inscriptions and rouletting marked in pencil.

Proofs on different coloured papers and a large number of errors (double prints,
partly printed sheets etc.) are known, but the material presented here is an authentic
description of the design stages of the emergency stamps of Nahariya in 1948.
Bibliography
(1) D. Kessler & M. Vogel, “Postal History of Nahariya (March 17-May 15, 1948)”,

SIP and Haifa Philatelic Society (1952).
(2) B.J. Forsher, “The Interim Period Postage Stamps of Israel (March to July
1948), SIP (1969).



Fig. 33: A similar (slightly different) trial print, accompanied by ink sketches of
different designs of a singel stamp and of blocks-of-four.
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Fig. 34: A black proof of a block-of-four of the accepted design for the Nahariya
Emergency Post 10 mil stamp, surrounded by a sketch of the complete
tete-beche sheet of eight.
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The British Mandate Period

More about Posting Parcels in Palestine
[(Shmael Meivi, el Adviv)

Hochheiser’s note in HLPH 39 (p. 1049) is, hopefully, the beginning of a more
comprhensive study on the parcel post in Palestine, a study to which I would like to
make a contribution.

The form shown in Fig. 35 is a certificate of posting for an inland parcel. This
form, which has no P.T. number, is only one half of the complete form, as can be
seen from the right margin perforation. The second half was probably attached to
the parcel itself, as a despatch note.

Of special interest is the comment at the bottom of this form:

“This counterforl is not to be issued in the case of an insured or registered
parcel. Form P.T. 202 to be issued instead”.
This means that form P.T. 202 was used, not only for foreign parcels, but for insured
inland parcels as well.

Of great scarcity are despatch notes that were attached to parcels. Fig. 36 show the
two sides of a despatch note for an insured inland parcel (P.T. 238) sent from Petah
Tigva on December 1, 1947, and delivered in Jerusalem the next day. In this despatch
note the insurance amount and the premium were not indicated; it can therefore be
assumed that this parcel was not insured at all.

Fig. 35: Certificate of Posting of an inland parcel, without a P.T. number.



Fig. 36: P.T.238 of a parcel sent from Petah Tigva to Jerusalem,
Dec. 1947 (front and back).

From this despatch note one can also learn that the stamps were affixed to the
despatch note, rather than to the parcel itself. This form should have stayed at the
post office, signed by the addressee, as an acknowledgment of receipt. This would
account for the scarcity of such items.

Another interesting label is shown here afixed on the back of a foreign despatch
note (Fig. 37). This label, P.T. 237, was affixed on parcels free of customs duty. The

il

Fig. 37: P.T.237 on the back of a foreign despatch note.
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note at the bottom of this label, NO CHARGES TO BE MADE ON DELIVERY,
is similar to the note found on telegram envelopes. Whenever customs and other
charges were collected, P.T. 214 was issued as a receipt (Fig. 38).
Like many other postal forms, mandate parcel forms and labels were used in the
State of Israel as late as January 1955 and maybe later (Fig. 39).
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Fig. 39: Late use of Mandate parcel forms in the State of Israel,
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Interesting P.T. Forms (e M. Hochheiser)

Collecting the forms used by the Postal Administration during the period of the
British control over Palestine is a relatively new philatelically oriented field. Among the
fringe benefits are the interesting facts contained in some of the forms, revealing
hitherto unreported items of information. Shown here are two such forms related to
the sale and return of postage stamps by the governmental authorities.

Figure 40, Form P.T. 638, indicates that stamps were sold to licensed vendors at
a discount of 1%. The sale of stamps to vendors by government authority continues

Fig. 40: P.T. form 638 for billing sales of stamps to private vendors.



Fig. 41: Form P.T. 643 (page 1) for allowance for return of postage stamps and
postal stationer,
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to this day in Israel. However, the commission allowed during the Mandate period
is not generally known. This form is 8.8x14.4 cms.

Figure 41, Form P.T. 643, is more interesting. This form was to be used for
the return of unused or spoiled stamps. Note in the “DESCRIPTION” that (1)
None of the stamps shall have been removed from any material. (2) None of the
stamps has been used in the payment of any duty. (3) Stamps must have been
spoiled only during the past two years. (4) Envelopes, postcards, wrappers, etc.
bearing postage stamps must be surrendered entire. (5) A charge of 5% of the value
of the stamps will be made for redemption.

This form consists of two separate pages, each 21.5x35.3 cms. Some cutting and
reduction of the forms has been done in duplication to save space.

Fig. 41 (continued): Page 2 of Form P.T. 643
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Taxi Mail (M. Siegel, Ramal Gany)

While the service of the Israel Postal Authority has lately been much improved,
with delivery times considerably reduced in recent years, this problem of prompt
delivery has long been known here. The following excerpt from the 5 April, 1940
issue of the English language newspaper “The Palestine Post” (the predecessor to
today’s “Jerusalem Post™) certainly verifies the existence of delivery problems even
then.

“REFLECTIONS - The Government is rigidly enforcing the law which prohibits
the carrying of communications other than by the Department of Posts and
Telegraphs. Taxi-drivers, found to have been taking letters and packets from
one town to another for private persons, have been fined. Cars have been
carefully searched for evidence of this rival carriage service for some weeks
now, and it is being stamped out. But surely the authorities must have pondered
why this type of traffic has developed. Letters between the three main towns
sent by ordinary mail usually take two days - by car, they take a couple of hours.
Hence business people and others needing an express service were prepared to
pay double the Post Office rate, and more, for automobile transport.

The present taxi companies are willing to cooperate with the Post Office,
but so far their offers have not been accepted... The Postal Authorities ought
to meet its clients on this not unimportant issue”’,

This note in the “Palestine Post” proves that Taxi Mail has been used in the

Holyland for at least 50 years, although most of the known examples date to after
1945.

What was Realy the “Horseshoe Route”? /e H. Gialon)

I offer the following comments on Fred Blau’s note concerning the “Horseshoe™
route during WWII (HLPH III, 41-42, p. 31).

There are many references to this route but I will only cite one: R.E.G.
Davies, A History of the World’s Airlines; London, Oxford U. Press, 1967. On
p. 325: “The Empire (flying) boats were engaged in duties along the eastern routes,
including the Africa-India-Australia ‘Horseshoe’ route...” On p. 228, there is a map
(the bottom of two maps) which outlines this route which he describes on p. 227:

“This Horseshoe route, as it was called, was started 19 June (1940) at a weekly

frequency. It encircled the whole Indian Ocean, via Cairo, Basra, Karachi and
Singapore, to reach Australia and New Zealand in a journey time of thirteen
days. Indicentally, the principle of the Horseshoe Route - that aircraft should
operate a crescent-shaped route embracing both the African and Fastern truck
routes - was not a new one...”’

The above mentioned map is reproduced here as Figure 42.
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Fig 42: Wartime air route of B.O.A.C., 1943,

Unrecorded Postal Censor Memorandum (St Meire, Tel dvie)

Recently, I came across a registered letter sent from Hungary to Palestine in
August 1940. Inside the letter I found the postal censor memorandum shown in
Fig. 43. This memorandum, PCT/53, is not recorded by N. Gladstone in his book
“Postal censorship in Palestine during world war two 1939-1945”,

The censor did not permit blank sheets, for fear of invisible ink. In the case
shown here the blank sheets confiscated were signed. However, sheets signed “‘a
blanco” were a threat to security just the same, and hence forbidden.

POW Mail in WWII /L. Adler, Vienna)

I'would like to add the following remarks to Siegel’s article “Postal Fee Questions
and POW Mail” (HLPH #40, p. 1144).

There existed an airmail delivery system for POW Mail in Germany and Euorpe
in 1943. I have seen a lot of POW mail from Germany to Camps in USA, either
bearing the 40 pf Hindenburg Stamp (no Hitler Stamps were allowed by the US
Censors), or with handstamps “Taxe Percue”.

The following legs were flown: Germany (Berlin-Frankfurt)-Lisbon to USA, and
Berlin-Turkey for POW mail to the M.E., Australia, India and N.Z.

The mute postmarks (“Tarnstempel” in German), pictured on the items on page
1146, originate from the Lambsdorf/Silesia (today Poland) Reichspost Office.

Generally, Jewish Palestinian personnel were allowed to write and receive altogether
3 to 4 messages per month. A strict registration existed at the Schreibstube (Provost
Office). 40 pf in cash was paid by the sender, if he wished airmail posting, when he
handed over the cards.
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Fig. 43: Postal censor memorandum, PCT/53, found inside a letter sent from
Koposvar, Hungary to Tel Aviv, August 1940,

Irregular Uses of some Triangular Postmarks (Mevevin Siegel)

Two Mandate covers with interesting triangular postmarks have recently come to
this writer’s attention. The first (Fig. 44) was posted in Tel Aviv, by the Oriental
Mercantile Company, to Paris. It is plainly marked PRINTED MATTER and thus
it is properly franked 3 mils. Its posting date was early in 1940, obviously before
the fall of France later in that fateful year. This date is at least partially confirmed
by its censor permit handstamp (Glassman #Q27A), which is assigned to a two year
period commencing in February 1940. The Palestine Censor duly applied his six-
sided handstamp also. We cannot explain how the Oriental Mercantile Co. could
use Palestine & Egypt Lloyd’s censor permit mark. However, the important interest
here is that the post allowed this cover to be postmarked with a dateless Triangular
postmark. UPU Rules have long stipulated that any mail sent outside a country’s
borders must be postmarked with a dated device. Some postal clerk certainly
overlooked this regulation, furnishing us with a most interesting cover.

The small cover shown in Figure 45 was posted in Haifa to Kibbutz Ginegar, ¢/o
Post Afula. It bears two stamps totaling the full internal rate of 10 mils. These two are
each cancelled with a mute triangular postmark. Today, this is used by the Isracl
Post to designate that a mailed item over a certain weight, size or shape has
been security checked. However, the exact reason for the usage of the mute device
in the Mandate time has long been an object of speculation. The late Philip Kanner’s
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Fiig. 44: 1940 Cover to Paris postmarked with dateless triangular postmark

Fig. 45: Haifa cover to Ginegar postmarked with mute triangular cancellations.
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explantaion' was that somewhere in the “postal pipeline”, it was noticed that the
stamps were not properly cancelled and that they could be later removed and
reused. To prevent this fraud from occurring, a “killer” or “obliterator’” was applied
to the stamps. This marking was without letters (mute) that could identify the town
where applied, since any such mark might be misleading as stamps could only
receive a postmark of the office of dispatch. This writer suggests the following
scenario: probably because of its small size, the cover eluded a Haifa machine
device, and somewhere later along its route it was noted that the stamps had not
been cancelled, and so the mute marking was applied.

(1) P. Kanner “The Mute Traingular Postmark of Palestine”, BAPIP #52 (June 1966) p. 19.

“The 1945 Commemorative Postcard” (S Adler, Viennea)

I would like to make some comment regarding Hochheiser’s article in HLPH #40
(Autumn 1989), p. 1125,

The English translation, which is excellent, differs in one point from the German
original. *‘..von denen jeder Besucher ein Paar erhdlt..”, that means that every
visitor could obtain (buy) a pair of cards. Dickstein translated it to “handed out”,
and Hochheiser enlarged it to “were handed out free to all visitors...” This was never
said or meant by the late George Hesky, in his article in Jedioth Chadaschoth.

The PHILA Postcards with the 7 mils imprint were never handed out free, but

Fig. 45-A: A private postcard for the 1945 “PHILA” Stamp Exhibition.
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were sold at the exhibition and at various post offices in the bigger towns. Similar
private postcards exist, without the 7 mils stamp imprint - these cards (in two colours)
were given out free to the public*.
Further information on the PHILA Postcard and Exhibition can be found in:
(1) S. Ascher, THLP #16 (1956), p. 408 and #35/36 (1957), p. 778.
(2) Hoexter-Lachman, Catalogue of the Stamps of Eretz Israel (1946), p. 35 (in
Hebrew).

* Ed. Note: Such a postcard is shown in Figure 45-A (courtesy of A.M. Hochheiser).

Additional Information on the PHILA Commemorative Postcard
(Cunin Care; Jel Avie)

Here is some additional information on the PHILA EXHIBITION commemorative
postcard issued by the Mandate Postal Administration in 1945,

Sometime during the winter of 1944/45, the President of the Society of Philatelists
in Tel Aviv, Dr. B. Rehfeld, apllied to G.H. Webster, the Postmaster General of
Palestine, for a commemorative issue in honor of the Exhibition scheduled for the
beginning of April 1945.

Webster’s reply was negative. He believed that there was not enough time to
order a postcard (or stamp) from England and that the local printing facilities
were inadequate for the job. The Society of Philatelists was determined to prove
that the printing could be done locally within the short time left. Mr. Steiner of
“Photo Steiner” on Ben Yehuda Street in Tel Aviv was commissioned to prepare
an essay for a postcard stamp. After cutting out a 25 m. stamp from a recently
issued, locally printed, aerogramme, he replaced the figures of value in the corners
with “sevenths™ cut out from current postcards. A photo of the design was presented
to Mr. Webster - and approved.

A pair of printed essays of the 7 m. (inland) and 13 m. denominations (foreign
postcard rate) was found in the archives of the Mandate Postal Administration by
the late Benjamin Kamenitz, a high-ranking post office employee during the Mandate
period and then for the first 2 decades of the Israeli Post.

Printing of the vignette, designed by Meyerowitsch, was a routine job.

The postcards were issued on April 4, 1945, They were never presented to the
visitors free of charge, as suggested by Hochheiser, but were sold at the Exhibition
Post Office from the opening day (April) onwards.

A stamp competition for a new set of Palestine pictorials was held during the
Exhibition. The results of the competition and the subsequent events were described
by S. Resnick in 19572
References:

(1) A.M. Hochheiser, “The 1945 Commemorative Postcard”, HLPH #40, pp. 1125-
28.

(2) S. Resnick, “Additional Palestine Pictorials Approved But Never Issued”, The
Holy Land Philatelist, Dec. 1957.
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The Interim Period

Mandate Postage Used During the Interim Period
ﬂ/ﬁmmf y&?}g@«ﬂ

On 6 May, 1948 a German-speaking woman residing in Haifa wrote the
airletter shown in Figure 46 to a friend living at the Hotel Carlyle in New
York City, then as now at 35 East 76th Street. The airletter was postmarked
9 May in Haifa. It bears a hotel arrival machine marking of 7 June. This
type of hotel date marking has always been known to be quite accurate, and
is even accepted by American Courts. The question asked here is, how did
it travel? Was it among the mail carried on the SS. “Kedma’? Apparently not,
as according to our best sources', this vessel left on the 6th of May, three
days before the letter’s Haifa postmark. It apparently went by ship as its almost
one month passage (9 May to 7 June) appears to be too much for any airmail
passage, if any had existed. Its date fits nicely with that of the cover shown
on page 300 of Issue No. 27 of this Bulletin. The cover there illustrated was
carried on the SS. “Marine Carp”. In all its postal details, it conformed to
the rules that required Mandatory franking and a dated postmark on mail to
be sent abroad.

14 May, 1948 was the last day that Mandate stamps could be accepted as
valid franking. However, covers with such frankings are known that escaped
notice or inspection after this date, without being taxed. Certainly, if the piece
had been in a collection box or already in the Postal System by that date,
although not yet postmarked, its Mandate franking would have been accepted.
However, the cover shown in Figure 47 is a registered cover that certainly was
not in the system by the 14th. Its postmark is dated 18 May, 1948 - four days
after the deadline. It was posted in Migdal via Tiberias (19 May) to Haifa (20
May) according to its backstamps. The cover was apparently posted in Migdal
by the late well known philatelist M. Brisker to his Haifa home address. The
Registry Label is numbered 3578 which coincides nicely with Fluri’s listing as
does the label itself with its distinctive handwritten village name. The cover raises
the obvious question “Why were the Mandate stamps accepted on that late
date?” We can only surmise that Brisker brought the cover already franked into
the Post Office of that small moshav, situated between Tiberias and Ginossar,
and somehow persuaded the clerk to accept it. Perhaps the Doar Ivri Issues had
not yet arrived at Migdal? Does anyone have a Migdal cover franked with Doar
Ivri stamps dated on the 18th of May or earlier?

On 24 May, 1948 the cover shown in Figure 48 was mailed in Zichron Yaakov
to Kibbutz Mizra. Its franking of a 10 mil pictorial stamp was not accepted, being
invalid at that late date. Thus it remained uncancelled, the cover’s dispatch
postmark being applied alongside instead. This was the customary treatment for
such non-acceptance. However, the Post still forwarded the piece of mail to Afula
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Fig. 46: Haifa airletter to New York posted 9 Ma y 1948, that arrived 7 June 1948
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and then, apparently, onwards to Mizra. At either Zichron or Afula a handwritten
note was added, stating that 20 mil (2x10 mil) was due for postage. At Afula,
a 20 mil Doar Ivri stamp was applied and cancelled for the tax payment.
Postage Due stamps had not yet arrived so the only stamps available (the Doar

Fig. 47: Front and rear of Migdal cover posted 18 May 1948, with invalid Mandate
stamps accepted as postage.
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Ivri Issue) were used instead. This 20 mil stamp apparently was tabbed when
originally applied. Unfortunately, this tab fell off or was thoughtlessly removed

at some time, damaging an otherwise superb example of early Israel Postal
History.

(1) A. Liebrecht, “Unofficial Postal Communication Between Israel & Abroad In 1948”,
The Israel Philatelist, XIII, #10, p. 754.

Fig. 48: 24 May 1948 Zichron Yaakov cover taxed, as Mandate stamps
no longer valid.

A New “HIZKIYAHU” Cover from Besieged Jerusalem, and the Early

Dates of “APO 3”
(Y. Karpovshy, Heryliya)

Two articles published in the Bulletin (HLPH #8, 1981), the first by Y. Levanon
and a further one by Y. Rimon, dealt with the dispatch of privileged mail from the
temporary airfield “Marom” in Jerusalem, which carried the personal stamp of the
responsible officer ““Hizkiyahu - Engineering Section Captain™. Rimon showed the
only then known example of this.

Recently I acquired a further example of this cancellation, sent at that time from
Jerusalem to the architect Fritz Epstein in Tel Aviv (Fig. 49). On the bottom right
hand corner of the envelope appears the handstamp of “‘Hizkiyahu™ and over this,



107

Fig. 49: A recently discovered “Hizkiyahu” cover, flown from besieged Jerusalem,
and cancelled in Tel Aviv by a pencilled in 23° May “APO 3 postmark.

in manuscript, “Authorised - Yehuda” in Hebrew. In contrast to Rimon’s letter, this
one was franked with the local Jerusalem stamp of 10 mils, flown to Tel Aviv and
cancelled there with the Army postal instrument “APO 3, on May 23.

This cancellation reminds us of Muentz’s article on the “Eraly Postmarks of Army
Post Office 3”, which appeared in HLPH #11, in which he discussed the period
when this postmark appeared without a date (22nd(?) to 27th May), confirming
and extending the original statements made by Kanner and Spiegel. In his article
he shows a cover sent from Jerusalem and cancelled in Tel Aviv by “APO 3”, in
violet-brown, on *“?.5.48”, without a day slug. He thought that the date on which
the cover had been cancelled was either the 28th or 30th of May,

The new cover described above in also cancelled in violet-brown, with the numbers
‘5” and ‘48’ small, as were Muentz’s, but with the additional day date of ‘23’ added
by hand, in a larger size. An identical cancellation appears on another cover in my
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possession, also sent from besieged Jerusalem, and also cancelled in the same way
on may 23rd (Fig. 50), in the same colour.

All three covers also have, in red crayon, the words “Army Mail” in Hebrew,
in the same handwriting. These similarities make it very plausible that the Muentz
cover was also cancelled on the 23rd, like the two others, but the day date was
not pencilled in in this case. It seems therefore, that the date slugs of the first
few days of operation were deficient, lacking the day pieces. This was probably
the reason that after the 23rd, it was decided not to use the date slugs at all,
wherefore the missing-date “APO 3” postmarks of the 24-27th May. Fully dated
postmarks appear again when new whole slugs have been supplied.

Fig. 50: Another siege cover from Jerusalem, cancelled by the same manuscript
corrected postmark “APO 3/23.5.48”,
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The State of Israel

Late Use of a Palestine Form In Israel
(M. Frogel, Ramat Gan)

Reading Hochheiser’s interesting note “Late Use of a Palestine Form In Israel”
(HLPH #40, p. 1157), prompted me to check my holdings to see if I possessed any
material of the type he described, used later than 22 February, 1954.

The item shown in Figure 51 was used on 5 October, 1955. This pushes forward
the recorded latest date of use by some fifteen months. The envelope itself is the
Mandate Form PT 778, with “‘Palestine” crossed out and “Israel” handwritten
in its stead. Letters to be returned to sender were enclosed therein with some
accompanying form. The Israel Post used the type shown in Figure 52. It should
be noted that this enclosure is entirely in Hebrew and was prepared by the Israeli
Post. Its contents advise that undelivered letters are returned to sender without delay
and without opening them if there is a visible return address. Thus, senders should

note on the envelope their name and address (to expedite any returns and to avoid
opening).

Fig. 51: A very late use of a Mandate stationery (P.T. 778) in Israel (5.10.55).
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Fig. 52: Form “% 754 .0.7" (P.T. 754 a) used by the Israeli Dead Letters Office to
accompany returned letters.



111
# ok ok ok ock ok ok sk sk sk ok sk ok ok ok ok ok ok ok % %

% GENERAL NEWS *

ok ok ok ok ok sk sk ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok % ok ok ¥

New Cancellations and Post Offices

(Compited by B. Fivler ¢ 3. Nachligal)

A. Special Cancellations (sce also Fig. 53).

11.03.90: “Rehovot’s Centenary 1890-1990", Rehovot*.

17.04.90: ““Architecture in Israel”, Emeq Ha-Yarden Mobile Post**,

22.04.90: “47th anniversary of the Ghetto Rebellion - assembly to commemorate
the holocaust and the brave valor”, Lohame Ha-Getaot*.

23.04.90: “Once an artilleryman always an artilleryman, Artillery section congress”,
Zikhron Yaaqov.

25.04.90: *“1970-1990, Negev-Lachish Citriculture”, Beer Sheva.

26.04.90: “World rally of Czechoslovak Jews in Israel, HYC world rally. Svetovy
sjezd”, Yerushalayim.

02.05.90: *“1969-1990, The institute of internal auditors, 2-3 May 1990,” Yerushalayim.

03.05.90: ““85th anniversary R.I., 30th district conference R.I. district 249 Israel”,
Zikhron Yaaqov.

09.05.90: “Zim, first voyage of Zim America”, Haifa.

13.05.90: “Elgana’s bar mitzvah - 13 years to Elgana” Zahal, Elgana.

14.05.90: “20th anniversary of Ben-Gurion University of the Negev”, Beer Sheva.

16.05.90: **16-23.5.90, the Hebrew Book Week”, Yerushalayim, Tel Aviv, Haifa,
Ramat Gan, Ashqelon, Beer Sheva, Afula.

30.05.90: ““The Postal Authority at the “Man and His World” 1990 Fair”, Tel
Aviv-Yafo.

31.05.90: “The Postal Authority at the Negev Canion”, Beer Sheva.

12.06.90: “International folklore festival in Haifa”, Haifa**,

12.06.90: “Hagana 70th anniversary”, Tel Aviv-Yafo**.

12.06.90: A pictorial postmark with archeologic theme, Yerushalayim**,

12.06.90: “With love, good luck, see you again”, Yerushalayim**,

24.06.90: “Jewish Agency assembly, Jerusalem 24-28.6.90", Yerushalayim.

26.06.90: *“The 16th conference, 2nd meeting of the Israeli Moshavim Movement”,
Ha-Galil Ha-Elyon Mobile Post.

09.07.90: “Vending machine postage labels. First day of issue”, Ramat Hasharon.
(Klussendorf machine postage labels; see detailed note in this Issue).

17.07.90: ““The Hebrew song festival in Arad, 1990, Arad.

22.07.90: *“The 16th world congress of the Betar Movement™, Zahal, Giv’at Ze’ev.

* The postmark was not mentioned in an official “Notice to the Public”.
** These were used as special postmarks for the F.D. of the corresponding stamp issue.
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Fig. 53: Special cancellations used in Israel in the last period.
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Fig. 53 (continued): Special cancellations used in Israel in the last period.

B. Definitive Cancellations

23.05.90: “Raanana 9”, additional postmark in Raanana post office.

27.05.90: “Rebuts Yerushalayim”, new machine cancellation in the ‘Dead Letters
Office’ in Jerusalem.

20.06.90: “Yerushalayim 99”, “Yerushalayim 1007, for the new B.P.O. in Ha-Achim
Israel Canion, Talpiyot Industrial Area, Yerushalayim

The Running Stag will no Longer Run

It was announced in the Notice to the Public No. 49/90 of May 14th 1990, that
the practice of using the “Running Stag” in first day postmarks would no longer take
place, and that in the future postmarks would be used without this sign.

The first three such without the sign appeared on April 8th, despite the fact
that the Notice to the Public No. 37/90, dealing with this latter issue, mentioned
that the sign would appear. It should be mentioned that the Philatelic Services sent
later a notice to it’s subscribers stating that postmarks would no longer appear with
the “Running Stag”, and apologised for the error.

Note that the first time that the “Running Stag” was used was on August 13th,
1952 in the postmark Baga Hama’aravit. It is a great pity that a sign of such
usefulness and importance has been cancelled.

New Stamps and Postal Stationery
The following stamps were issued during the last period:

12.6.90: The International Folklore Festival in Haifa (2x1.90 se-tenant) - these were
issued as “Special Sheets” of 4 se-tenant pairs with 4 tabs; 70 years of the
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Hagana Organisation (NIS 1.50); Archaeology in Jerusalem (NIS 2, definitive);
Good wishes (55 Ag., 80 Ag., NIS 1.00) - these have the same designs as the
previous non-denomination stamps (but without the inscription “ordinary local
letter” in Hebrew and Arabic).

7.8.90: Booklet with 10 “With Love” non-denomination stamps arranged in 2 tete-
beche strips of 5 (s. Fig 54), price NIS 5.50.

A ran
fsrael Postal Autharity

nion YR ’Q i Mt W
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Fig 54: The new booklet of non-denominated “With Love” stamps, issued on 7.8.90.

New Vending Machine Postage Labels

About twenty months after the first automatic stamp vending machines of type
FRAMA were introduced in Israel (see note in HLPH #36, p. 931), a new type of such
automatic machines have been installed. The new type machines, of German make
by Klussendorf, have been officially put into use on 9 July, 1990, in 19 post offices
throughout the country and in the main sorting center in Tel Aviv. Each of these has
its characteristic identity code (a 3-digit number) which is printed on its postage
labels (s. Fig 55), contrary to the previous FRAMA machines, all of whose labels
were identical, independent of the specific machine.

L 3 s
et WSS 2
Fig. 55: The Klussendorf postage labels, one shown reveresed with a control number,
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The following list gives the identity numbers of the various machines and the post
offices where they are installed;

City Address of P.O. Machine| City Address of P.O. Machine
Code Code

Tel Aviv 256 Dizengoff 032 Afula Harav Levin/Sharet 016

Tel Aviv 74 Yehuda Halevi 033 Beer Sheva 9 Hanessiyim 019(037)

Tel Aviv 56 Weizmann 034 Ave **

Tel Aviv 137 Hahagana**  014(003) | Ashdod 7 Rogozin 021

Jerusalem 8 K.K.L. 020 Ashgelon 18 Herzl 031

Jerusalem 7 Faran 013 Yavne Du’ani Ave. 024

Jerusalem 22 Beit Hakerem* 023(045) | Ramat 88 Derech

Haifa 9 Wedgwood 030 Hasharon  Harishonim 010

Nahariya 40 Ga’aton Ave. 009 Rishon 57 Rothschild 004

Acre Jabotinsky St. 015 Leziyon

Safed 37 Yerushalayim 007 Bat Yam 62 Balfour 027
Herzliya 12 Sokolov 022
Qiryat Atta (F.D. 14.8.90) 006

*  The printing mechanism of the machine
malfunction and the new one has the identity number 045 (F.D. - 11.7.90)
#%  As in the previous remark, these numbers changed due to malfunction about the 25 July.

had to be replaced on the 3rd day due to

First Day Covers were issued by the IPS (not distributed to subscribers) with a
special commemorative postmark of Ramat Ha-Sharon (Fig. 56). The stamps on

W nna
Rdmat Ha-Sharan

63196

}1'
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DAY OF ISSUE
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d . - -
7 lsrasl Postal Authority

Fig. 56: The official F.D.C. of the Klussendorf postage labels.
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these F.D.C. are without any identity number and the covers are registered, with
imprinted R-labels. Regular (non-registered) covers of the same design were also
sold to the public at 40 Ag. each.

Unlike the previous “Frama” labels, where the whole design was printed by the
machine on the spot, in the case of the new ones only the identity number, a star
and the value are printed (in black) by the machine, but the rest of the design
is preprinted (in black, red and blue) on each of a long coil of stamps. Every
5th label in the coil has a black serial number for operation control purposes on the
back.

Additional machines will be installed in the future in other post offices around
the country.

Numbered Security Triangular and Circular Handstamps

(B. Firtev and. I Nachligat)

Israel has been and continues to be the target of terrorists in the sending of
letters or small parcels containing explosive materials designed to injure or kill the
recipient.

These postal items are usually sent from outside of Israel, to citizens whose
names appear in the various telephone books. It is clear that the Postal Authorities
used and continue to use different methods to inspect postal items received from
outside the country. There are various means used to inspect both incoming and
outgoing letters. Every citizen of the country who comes to the Post Office with an
envelope larger than normal (100 gr. or more) is required to declare the contents
and produce his (or her) identity card, which is registered in a special register. After
the clerk has been convinced that the postal item is in order, a special security
stamp, in black or violet, is applied indicating its acceptance, and the item is then
accepted for forwarding onwards.

These security cancels are of different types (s. Fig. 57): triangular of varying
sizes, triangular containing numbers, triangular containing not only the number but
also the name of the place from which the item has been sent, and circular ones
with an enclosed number. For obvious reasons no lists are published stating which
office or settlement uses which type, but it is certain that philatelists both here in
Israel and elsewhere could find this a subject of interest.
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We would like to mention here that in addition to the cancels mentioned above,
special warning labels are, on occasion, used advising the recipient to be wary of the
source of the particular item in his hands. Finally, we would like to mention various
security handstamps whose prime purpose is to advise the recipient that the item
is safe. By this we mean cancels as “Shukaf” (viewed) and “Nivdak™ (inspected),
and similar. These private cancels are generally used by institutions, industries or
organisations whose interest is to inspect suspicious postal items. (For more details
on these, see M.A. Pertzelan, HLPH #20 (1984), p. 1027).

864
N - uSne

Fig. 57: Various types of security cancels, used b )y the post office.
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“LONDON 90” World Stamp Exhibition

The world stamp exhibition held in Alexandra Palace, London, between 3-13 May
1990, turned out to be an exciting philatelic experience, enjoyed by many thousands.

Alexandra Palace, on a hill surounded by a park and overlooking a large part of
London, was a perfect setting - elegant, confortable and spacious. The transportation
problem was solved by a very efficient shuttle service operating during the opening
hours.

The exhibition celebrated the 150th anniversary of the 1840 Postal Reform and of
the Penny Black. This was achieved by the innovative Court of Honour display named
“Before and after the Penny Black™. This outstanding exhibit had been assembled
from material originating from the Royal Collection, the British Library, the National
Postal Museum and other museums and private collections. The exhibit showed the
development of the postal services in G.B.: the Postal Reforms, the Uniform Penny
Post of 1840, the Penny Black and Two-pence Blue and the Mulready Covers,
concluding with a section demonstrating the adoption of postage stamps around the
world.

The level of the exhibits in the competitive classes was high, with outstanding
exhibits in almost every field and area. Special mention should be made of the
Champions Class of 31 exhibits - a record number.,

There were five Holyland exhibits in competition. Unfortunately no exhibits
covering the 1948 period - transition and Do’ar Ivri - were admitted. The awards
given to these exhibits follow:

Z. Alexander, “Turkish Post in the Holy Land” - Gold

E. Leibu, “Palestine 1917-1927" - Gold

C. Fischel, “Ottoman Empire Cancellations™ - Large Vermeil
J.D. Schwartz, “Palestine 1917-1948" - Vermeil

S. Adler, “Wars in the Holy Land 1948-1957 - Silver

(Cddy Leibe)
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Holyland Auctions’ Realizations
[Compited by Eddi Leibe)

Prices are in U.S. Dollars. 10-15% buyer’s commission and 1.5-2.5% V.A.T. should
be added.

Negev Holyland Stamps, March 14, 1990

#1918, Sm ““Arabic overprint partly missing” (SG 4a), unused single - $330
#1948, Nahariya 2nd slogan, 23 March, on cover to Tel Aviv - $1900
#1948, Minhelet Ha’am, Qiryat Amal registered cover - $502
*1948, ditto, Alonim Registered *““Brisker” cover - $800
*1948, ditto, “‘Pardess Hana™ on parcel despach note, franked by pair of 10m

Map stamps - $680

Zodiac Stamps, April 24, 1990

#1922, *“Nahalat Benyamin P.A. Tel-Aviv” (unlisted pmk.) on cover - $550
#1948, Do’ar Ivri 50m fully imperforate sheet (stains) - $10,950
#1948, Do’ar Ivri 50m perf. 10x11 used tab - $85
#1974, Lanscapes 3ag. with phosphor bands (used pair) - $45
#1948, Do’ar Ivri 120pr. booklet #1 - $135

Tel Aviv Stamp Co., June 20, 1990

#1916, Turkish Post, “Petah Tigwa” arrival on p.c. - $500
#1925, Mandate registered envelope PR4, franked pair of 13m London II

to Vienna - $420
#1921, Safed D6 on aged inland cover, filing holes - $400
*1948, Minhelet Ha’am, Gedera registered cover - $875
#1948, Safed local stamp on p.c., cancelled May 15 - $800
#1948, Do’ar Ivri, the 3 high values plate blocks (mint) - $1950
#1948, Ist P.D. set of plate blocks of 9 (mint) - $725
*1958, Maccabiah Games die proof - $500

Unistamps, July 25, 1990

#1948, Nahariya Local Council 10m delivery label on cover from Tel Aviv (19 April) to
(Kibbutz) Eilon - $400

#1948, ditto to (Kibbutz) Eilon, but cover from Austria - $1,200
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Obituary
DR. LEOPOLD DICKSTEIN

We have learnt, with much sadness, of the sudden passing of our member Dr.
Leopold (Paul) Dickstein in June of this year,

Dr. Dickstein had been active for many years in the field of Holy Land Postal
History, and also was the translator of many articles into English - latterly, the
book of the late Anton Steichele on the Foreign Posts which is due to appear at
any moment,

His loss will be felt by many who are active in Holy Land Postal History research.
Our sympathy, together with those of our members, is extended to his family.

(F. Glossman)

Members’ Free Advertisements
Every member is entitled to a 3-line free ad, once a year.
The Israeli Thematic Association has been founded recently. Its first congress will
take place on 9.10.1990, during the Beer Sheva National Stamp Exhibition. For
more information please contact either Mr. N. Shereshevsky, P.O.B. 3542, 31034
Haifa or Mr. M. Lador, P.O.B, 23477, Jerusalem.

Aucton House
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Israel don’t forget
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STAMPS CENTER
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TEL-AVIV STAMP Co.

Yacov Tsachor

AANTN 712

MAIL AUCTION
OF
HOLYLAND, JUDAIC AND ISRAEL PHILATELIA

lllustrated Catalogue Free Upon Request

NEXT AUCTION SCHEDULED FOR DEC.90/JAN.91
POSTAL ADDRESS: P.0.BOX 16218, TEL-AVIV, ISRAEL

TELEPHONE: 03-226294 (EVENINGS ISRAEL TIME)
FAX: 03-623010 EXTENSION #5709

SOTHLEBY'S

FOUNDED 1744

Evaluation and Auction Sales of
Israel and Worldwide Stamps,
Covers and Collections.

For information, catalogues and appointments in Israel contact:

SOTHEBY'S

38 Gordon St. Tel Aviv 63414,
Tel: 03-223822, 246897.
Mon.-Thu. 9:30-17:00, Fri. 9:30-13:00.




123

798) 409 .97
121719 M92IN

NPORTY & DIYWNOYNNN % MOVYN * \IN) ONIY 011
NN * NN K NP
FTON VAN DNDYN

Dr. JOSEF WALLACH
PUBLIC AUCTIONS
Israel and foreign stamps & covers ¢ Judaica

P.O.Box 1414 1
Rehovot 76113 manNa
Office 08-461010 TN
Private 08-467274 plbialy

CAPITAL STAMPS

** High quality material, fully guaranteed
** Worldwide, Holyland and Judaica
#* Clear and accurate descriptions
** Prompt and high quality service

That’s why we are a leading Auction House in Israel! }

Members in major stamp associations in the world
TRY US, YOU WILL NEVER REGRET IT!
Free catalogue to serious bidders upon request.

23 Ben Yehuda St, 91036 Jerusalem P.O.B. 3769,

Tel. 02-245623, Telex 26144, BXJM IL Ex 7210
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Z. Galibov & R. Bouscher
World-leading Dealers in the field of

HOLYLAND « PALESTINE - ISRAEL

(with Forerunners, Rarities, Varieties and Collections)

are combining forces to help you build up your collections.

You are invited to visit, view and purchase selected (and
better) items at our comfortable venue in the centre of
London's West End (most leading hotels are close by),

48 Portland Place, London W1N 3DG
For appointmen! Phone 01-636 4193 (from 6th May 071-636 4193)

SILVANO SORANI

20123 Milano - via Washington, 74 - tel. 0039-2-48.19.116
- ltaly —

PHILATELIC EXPERT SPECIALIZING
IN HOLYLAND PHILATELY

OTHER FIELDS: Italy — Classic Stamps and Covers of Europe, USA
and Middle East — Postal History — Pre-Adhesive
Letters.

— Rates On Request —

Before sending stamps,
please contact me for mail instructions.
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STAMPS LTD.

We hLold three times per year a

HOLYLAND MAIL AUCTION

Our Auction usually contains a comprehensive
range of all aspects of Holy Land Philately
and is priced in U.S., Dollars

Subscription rate to our lavishly produced Auctlon Catalogues
Is $10 for one year (3 Sales) or $18 for 2 years (6 Sales).

Subscription includes Prices Realized mailed to all subscribers
with the nex! calalogue.

Negev Holyland Stamps

(Incorporaling MICHAEL H. BALE) LTD.

P. 0. Box 1 llfracombe, Devon EX34 9BR, England




With Compliments
n/ind

raEa

Rafa Laboratories Ltd. Jerusalem
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