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A 10 para stamp of the Turkish 1914 Issue overprinted in red, “Abrogation of the Capitulation
1330” on a prestamped postcard from Jerusalem to England, sent on Oct. 26, 1914. Extremely
rare as used in the Holy Land (See article on p. 2).
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Stop Press: With very deep regret we announce the death of our veteran and
faithful treasurer Mr. Mordechai Sondak Z.L., who has been with us since the
foundation of the HLPH Society twenty years ago. Mordechai died on Wednesday,
July 12, at the age of 85; let his sole rest in peace. We send our sincere condolensses
to his family and to his Kibbutz, Ma’ale Ha’chamisha.

New Temporary Treasurer: Our member Beni Kaliner, has volunteered to carry
on the “job” until a new treasurer will be elected formally. For the time being,
therefore, please address any mail intended for the treasurer to Beni Kaliner, 36
Harav Berlin St., Jerusalem 92506, Israel.



Abrogation of the Capitulation Treaties

Capitulation treaties between European powers and the Ottoman Empire existed
for hundreds of years. Those Treaties gave European citizens residing in the
Ottoman Empire special rights, such as protection from Turkish courts, and other
extra territorial commercial rights. In the middle of the 19th century, with the
development of the postal system those rights were extended to the opening and
operation of foreign post offices.

In Palestine the first foreign post offices were opened in the 1850°s by the
French, Austrians and Russians, with the assistance of their respective Consulates
and shipping lines. They were followed by the German post which opened in
October 1898 in Jaffa, in preparation for the German Kaiser’s visit. The last office
to open was the Italian post office, in Jerusalem in 1908. The foreign post offices,
which were permitted to operate only in the three big towns of Jerusalem, Jaffa and
Haifa, were obviously very much resented by the Turkish authorities, both as an
offence to the Turkish sovereignty and as strong competition to the Turkish post
itself which was much less efficient.

With the outbreak of World War One the Turkish authorities abrogated the
capitulation treaties and closed the foreign post offices throughout the Ottoman
Empire on October
Ist, 1914.

To celebrate this
event the set of Turk-
ish pictorial stamps,
issued in 1914, from 5
Para to 10 Piaster, was
overprinted with the
“Abrogation of the

Capitulation 1330’ Fig. 1: Enlarged overprint, “Abrogation of the
(1914) legend as Capitulation 13307 which was printed on the
shown in Figure 1. Turkish 1914 Pictorial Issue.

The stamps are not
rare, whereas covers with such overprinted stamps, throughout the Turkish
Empire, are for some reason very rare.

In thirty years of collecting I have seen only five covers originating in Palestine
franked with such overprinted stamps. They are shown on the Front Cover and in
the following figures (Figs. 2-5).






